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DEAR SIR, 


I EMBRACE the earlieſt opportunity of 
performing the_promiſe I made you on my 
quitting England ; and ſhould the contents 
of the accompanying ſheets, collected chiefly 
from perſonal obſervation, aided by the belt” 
local inquiries, acquit me, in your mind, of 
a breach of that promiſe, I ſhall feel myſelf 
more than happy :—TFhey had been more 
I. ample, but that I was impatient to pay a 
debt of gratitude that would not brook the 
loſs of an opportunity; conſequently you 
will find the concluſion rather abrupt; but 
by the next ſhip 1 ſhall, I truſt, make 
amends, having nearly tranſcribed fome let- 
ters from my friend, Mr. Wentworth, con- 
taining a pleaſant narrative of the riſe and 
progreſs of the fettlement at Norfolk Iſtand ; 
together with ſome farther particulars rela- 
tive to, | | 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And obliged, 
Humble Servant, 


G. BARRINOG TON. 


PARAMATTA, | 
Neuem er 1793. 
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C HAP. I. = 
Am ordered for embarkation—Viſited by my friends 
Receive many preſents—Eſcorted from Newgate to 
Blackfriars-Bridge by the city guard, and put on 
board a lighter—Proceed down the river An acci- 
dent alongſide the ſhip—Receive great indulgence on 
board, through the interference of a friend—Situa- 
tion of the convicts on board The ſhip drops down 
to Graveſend, —The captain comes on board Pro- 
ceed to the Downs, and from thence to the Mother 
Bank—TJoin ſeveral tranſports for the ſame deſtina- 
tion—The agent for tranſports comes on board— 
Makes the fignal for ſailing Get under weigh, and 
run through the Needles—Loſe ſight of land—A 


violent gale. _ 
Ir was wich unſpeakable ſatisfaction that I 
received a ſummons to be ready early the next 
morning for my embarkation, agreeably to my 
ſentence. I inſtantly made the moſt of my 
time, and, by the aſſiſtance of a friend, procu- 
red a few pounds“ worth of neceſſaries for my 


voyage; government allowance being ex- 
7 BR tremely 


river were totally 


et 
629 
tremely lender, eſpecially for one like me, 


who had hitherto been accuſtomed to moſt of 
the Juxuries of the table. The news of my 


ſpeedy departure brought ſeveral of my ac- 


quaintance to bid me adieu, and, with grati- 
tude, I recollect that not one of them came 
empty handed; for, before the time of lock- 
ing · up, I had ſuchza collection of ventures, 
that 1 doubted whether I ſhould be permitted 
to take them all on board: had each of my 
ſhipmates been as well ſtocked, it would have 
needed a ſhip on purpoſe. | 

About a quarter before ſive a * muſ- 
ter tock place; and; having bid farewell to my 


follow priſoners, we were efcorted from the 


priſon to Blackfriars. bridge by the city guard, 
where two lighters. were waitiug to receive us. 
This proceſſion, though early, and but few 
ſpectators, made — deep impreſſion on my 
mind; and the igu of being thus min- 
gled with felons EE all | deſcriptions, many 
ſcarce a degree above the brute creation, in- 
_ roxicated with liquor, and ſhocking the cars 
of thoſe they paſſed with blaſphemy, oaths, 
and ſongs, the moſt offenſive to modeſty, in- 
flidcd: a puniſhment more ſevere than the ſen- 
tence of my country, and fully * that 

4 fociety - Thad ſo much wronged. 
Abſorbed in the moſt humiliating anodes: 
* non, he objects we paſſed going down the 
unnoticed by me; nor was 
oF nen from eee received a vi- 
22 olent 


(:.87-4 
olent blow on the head; which I- took: at firſt 
for a ſtroke with a tick, but on looking 


around me found we were alongſide che ſhip, 
and that the injury I had ſuſtained proceeded 
from the boatſwain, who, ſtanding on the 
gangway, had thrown a ſmall coil of rope for 
{ome one on board the lighter to take hold of, 
to bring us alongſide, and Which unluckily 
came in contact with my head; this circum- 
ſtance occaſioned a laugh at my expence: bur 
as I have always found that chagrin and ill. 

bumour encreaſes the mortification, - 1 ſtifled 
my real ſenſations, and ſeemed, to join in the 
. In my turn 1 aſcended the ſhip's ſide, 
and, to my great ſatisfaction, the firſt perſon 
I caſt my eyes on was my particular friend, 
whoſe generous. exertions not only«procured 
me ſtowage for my packages, but alſo the 
liberty of walking "ho deck, unencumbered 
by thoſc galling and ignominious chains Which 
my paſt conduct had conſigned me to. Not 


content with theſe ſervices,” he prevailed on 


the boatſwain to admit me into his meſs, which 
was compoſed of the ſecond mate, carpemter; 
and gunner, who cheerfully acquieſced, on re- 
eeiving my proportion towards defraying the 
extra requiſites for the meſs during the voy- 
age. My benefactor, having rendered my 
ſituation thus comfortable, bade me farewell, 
and left me: my heart ſwelling with gratitude, 


was too full, and interdicted all verbal ac. 


knowledgments ; but the remembrance is too 
57 ſtrengly 


6 


ſtrongly engraven thereon for the moſt diſtant 


time to effect the ſlighteſt eradication. 

My fellow priſoners, to the amount of up- 
wards of z# hundred, were all ordered into 
the hold, which was rendered as convenient 
as circumſtances would admit, battens being 
fixed fore and aft for hammocks, which were 
hung ſeventeen inches apart from each other : 
but being encumbered with their irons, toge- 
ther with the want of freſh air, ſoon render. 
ed their ſituation truly deplorable. To alle- 
viate their condition as much as was conſiſtent 
with the ſafety of the ſhip, they were permit- 
ted to walk the deck in turn, ten at a time: 
the women, of whom we had fix, had a ſnug 
birth made for them, and were kept by them- 
„ | | 

My meſſmate, the boatſwain, had provided 


me with a neat flung hammock, and gave me 


a birth next Nis own; at the ſame time ad- 
dreſſing ſome of his ſhipmates who were pre- 
ſent, with, Lookee, my hearts, as I know 


„you are all above diſtreſſing a gentleman. 


under misfortunes, I'm ſure you will con- 
ee fent to his having this here birth; but if 
„ ſo be as how any of you don't like it, 
„ why, you may have mine—lrt isn't the firſt 
te time I have prick'd for the ſofteſt plank.” 
Whether from the oratory of my new friend, 
or the inſinuating appearance of a large can 


of flip, produced from an ample liquor-caſe, 


which promiſed a ſucceſſion of the ſame ar- 
guments, 
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guments, the iron muſcles of his anditors were 
ſoftened down to a ſignificant ſmile, and uni- 
verſal nod of aſſent. The ſettling of this im- 
portant buſineſs afforded me great ſatisfactidn, 
as it not only aſſured me a comfortable birth 
for mythammock, but a place alſo for my little 
property, which I could have immediately un- 
der my eye. pA 

We lay about a week at Long-Reach, when 
we dropt down to Graveſend : here the captain 
came on board, and ſome ſoldiers of the New 


South Wales corps; we got under weigh the 


next morning, and-proceeded to the Downs, 
it blowing ſtrong to the weftward, we came 
to an anchor. The wind veering about, at 
day-break we were again under ſail, and ar- 
rived at the Mother-Bank, where Jay-ſeveral 
other tranſports for the ſame deſtination. 

It was about ten days before we were ready 


to ſail from hence, the interval being em- 


ployed in getting freſh ſtock, and replenjſhing 
our water. On the report of our being rea- 
dy for ſea being made to the adtniral, a lieu- 
tenant of te navy came on board, as agent 
of tranſports, and immediately made the ſig- 
nal for the maſters of the other ſhips to come 
on board, to whom he delivered their failing 
inſtructions; and on the following mornin 

made the ſignal to weigh: by a quarter vaſt 
nine we were under an eaſy fail ; and it blow- 
ing a ſtiff eaſterly breeze, we ran through the 
Needles : it was delightful weather, and the 
%)) proſpect 


— 


160 


proſpect on each hand muſt have afforded the 
moſt agreeable ſenſations to every beholder, 
and 1s, perhaps, as rich and luxuriant as 1s 
any where to be met with; but, alas! it only 
brought a freſh pang to the boſom of one 
who in all probability was bidding it adieu for 
ever. 

The weather continuing moderate, and the 
wind fair, we imperceptibly glid down the 
Channel, and had loſt fight of Old England 
before I turned out the next morning. My 
frequent trips from Ireland to England had, 


* 0 ö * 
in ſome meaſure, inured me to falt water, nor 


did I want my ſea- legs in a moſt violent gale, 
which took place the third day after we loſt 
fight of the land, and which for near ten hours 
baffled the {kill of all hands: two men were 
blown from the main-rop-fail yard, and the 
fail ſplit to ribbands; all our endeavours to 
fave the men proved ineffectual. Soon after 
our fore-top maſt went over the fide, and car- 

ried four men and two boys with it; but the 
were providentially taken up, baving kept faſt 
to the wreck. By the indefatigaule exertions 
of the ſeamen, the remainder of the ſaile were 
handed, and the ſhip greatly caſed, carrying 
only a ſtorm-itayſail; the ſea running very 
high and — 1 rendered it very uncom- 
fortable ; and not being capable of any fervice 
upon deck, I retired to my hammock, where 
I buried all thoughts of the contentious ocean 
in a found fleep, from which 1 was awaked by 
the 
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the ſhrill whiſtle of my meſſmate, piping all 
hands to breakfaſt; the cheering ſound of 
ce ſteady from the helmſman, ſaluting my 
ears, and the quietneſs of the ſhip aſſured me 


the gale was paſt. Having huddled on my 


cloths, 1 found, on my aſcending the deck, 
the ſtorm had ſubſided, the wind perfe&ly 


fair, and the ſhip jogging on under an eaſy 
ſail, at the rate of about ſeven miles an hour, 


CHAP. II. 


Conſpiracy of the convicts - daring attempt to ſeize the 
ſhip—The mutinyquelled—Gaia the captain's friend- 
ſhip and confidence by my behaviour during the mu- 
tiny—Arrive at Tenerifte—Deſcription of the town 
and harbour of Santa Cruz—lIudulged with permiſ- 
ſion to go on ſhore—Vitfit Oratava, a town in the vi- 
cinity of the Peak—Account of the country ſur- 
rounding that mountain Return to the ſhip, 


TuIs danger was ſucceeded by one that 
had nearly proved much more fatal: the cap. 
tain, with great humanity, had releaſed. many 
of the convicts who had been in a weak] 

ſtate from their irons ; and, as I have before 
obſerved, they were allowed alternately, ten 
at a time, to walk upon deck. Two of them, 
Americans, who had ſome knowledge of na- 
vigation, prevailed upon the majority of their 
comrades to attempt ſeizing the ſhip, impreſſ- 


Ing 


ſon on the deck excepting the man at the 
helm; hearing a ſcuffle on the main- deck, I 


he had wreſted from one of the centinels, 


other had juſt ſnapped 
a handſpike luckily in my reach, and brovght | th; 


1 

ſing them with the idea that it would be ea- thb 
ſily effected, and that they would carry her he 
to America, where every man would not only ea 
attain. his liberty, but receive a tract of land th 
from Congxeſs, beſides a ſhare of the money I ni 
ariſing from the ſale of the ſhip and cargo. jo 

[Theſe arguments had the deſired effect, and | 
it was determined the firſt opportunity that a hi 
part of thoſe on the deck ſhould, while the re 
officers were at dinner, force the arm-cheſt, th 


which was kept on the quarter-deck, at the in 


ſame time make a ſignal to two of them, who hi 
ſhould be keeping the centinels in diſcourſe; Im 
to attack them, get poſſeſſion of their arms, of 
and paſs the word for thoſe below to ruſh ya 


upon deck. at 


This ee was. conducted with the 
greateſt ſecrecy, and put in execution with 
equal ſpirit and audacity. A favourable op- 
portunity preſenting itſelf, the captain and 
moſt of the officers being below, examining 
the ſtowage of ſome wine, a caſk having leak- 
ed out in the ſpirit room, I was the only per- 


was going forward, but was {topped by one 
of the Americans, followed by another con- 
vict, who made a ſtroke at me with a ſword 


put aſide by a piſtol which che lat 
at me; I ſnatched up ſo1 
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the foremoſt to the ground: the man at the 


helm had quitted the wheel, and called up the 
captain. I ſtill kept my fituation, guarding 
the paſſage of the quarter-deck, my antago- 
niſts having retreated a few paces, but being 


joined by many others, were ruſhing on me, 


when the diſcharge of a blunderbuſs ſrom be- 
hind. me among them wouading ſeveral, they 
retreared, and I was immediately joined by 
the captain and the reſt of the officers, who, 
in a few minutes, drove them all into the 
hold. An attempt of this kind required the 
moſt exemplary puniſhment ; accordingly two 
of the ringleaders were inſtantly hung at the 
yard-arm, and ſeveral others ſeverely flogged 
at the gangway. 

As ſoon as the conſpirators were re-ironed, 
and the tranquillity of the ſhip reſtored,' the 
captain paid me many handſome compliments, 
in having, as he was pleaſed to ſay, ſaved the 
ſhip, and aſſured me that when we arrived at 


the Cape he ſhould, on the part of his own- 


ers, think it his duty to reward the ſervice I 
had, by my courage and preſence -of mind, 
rendered them; at the ſame time he gave his 
ſteward orders to ſupply me with any thing I 


might have occaſion for from his ſtore- room 


during the voyage. 

Il ſoon experienced the good effects of my 
late behaviour, as ſeldom a day paſſed bur 
ſome freſh meat or poultry was ſent me by 
the captain, which - conſiderably raiſed me — 

the 
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the eſtimation of my meſſmates, who were no 
ways diſpleaſed at the ſubſtitution of a ſea pie 
made of fowl or freſh meat, to a: diſh of lob- 
ſcouſe, or a piece of ſalt junk. 

With a ſettled north- weſterly breeze we 


gradually proceeded to the ſouthward, at the 


rate of between eighty and one hundred miles 
in twenty-four hours: we ſoon reached the 
Hland of .Teneriffe, and came to an anchor in 
the bay of Santa Cruz, which is defended 
by ſeveral batteries of three or four guns each, 
at certain diſtances from each other, round 
the bay, and cloſe to the water's edge; their 
principal fort is near to the landing - place, and 
mounts a number of heavy cannon; it is a 
ſtrong work, but there being a good depth 


of water cloſe in ſhore, it could not ſuſtain 


the attack of two ſhips of the line, though tlie 


whole of the batteries mount more than one 


hundred pieces of cannon. 


Ihe town of Santa Cruz is very irregularly 


built, the principal ſtreet being ſo broad, that 
it looks more like a ſquare than a ſtreet: the 
houſe of the governor, which is at the upper 
end, is a very indifferent looking building, 


and has more the appearance of an Auberge 


than the palace of a Spaniſh grandee; at the 
other end is a ſquare monument, commemo- 
rating the appearance of Our Lady to the 
Guanches, the Aborigines of the iſland. The 


outſkirts appear like a deſerted village rather 


than a place of trade, many of the houſes be- 
| - ing 
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ing either half built, or fallen to decay from 
ſome cauſe or other; and the ſtone walls, 
which were their principal fences, are broken 
down and in ruins. 

Some of the officers having obtained leave 
from the agent of tranſports to viſit the town 
of Oratava, a few miles from Santa Cruz, 
we having completed our water and freſh 
ſtock, and waiting for the other tranſports 
who had not been ſo alert; on my expreſſing 
a deſire to ſee the town, I was permirted to 
be of the party. The country is exceedingly 
beautiful and fertile, notwithſtanding the fre- 
quent convulſions of the neighbouring vol- 
canos: we arrived at Oratava about noon, 


and by ſigns, for none of us were maſters of 


the language, we got a few eggs, and plenty 
of ſmall wine. We had ſcarcely taken our 
ſeats, when we were relieved from the incon- 
venience attending our not being acquainted 
with the language, by the arrival of an old 
Spaniſh ſoldier, who had been ſome time a 
priſoner in England, and ſpoke our tongue 
tolerably well: we informed him we had ve 
from Santa Cruz to rake a nearer view of the 
Peak, and, if time would admit, to aſcend it. 
He ſaid it was impoſhble'at this time of the 
year, as no guides would undertake to accom- 
pany us, and that ſeveral of the goatherds 
who had ventured after their goats, had periſh« 
ed from the intenſeneſs of the cold, but that 
he wauld take us as far as was prudent for us 

to 
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to venture. We thanked him for the offer, t 
and accordingly walked about a league from | t 
the town into the plain, which extends to the | r 
baſe of the Peak, and had a full view of this I 
ſtupendous mountain. Immenfe quantities of | 
lava, and huge fragments of rocks, evidently | © 
vomited from the crater of the Wlan; co- | a 
vered the plains, and nearly reached the town: Ir 
we gathered ſome ſmall pieces which had been | p 
b 
v 
te 
N 
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ſparred off, and found them impregnated with 
inflammable matter, and as hard as flint. I 
meaſured-one of the pieces of rock with ſome 
twine I had about me, and afterwards found 
it was near ſeventy feet in circumference. Our 
time being ſhort, and the weather intenſely 
cold, we returned to Orataya, and got ſome 
ſalt fiſh, with a few hard eggs for ſupper, to | ec 
which-our old ſoldier invited himſelf, but am- | in 
ply repaid us for his intruſion by a lively and | to 
humourous deſcription of the ſquabbles of his | be 

neighbours, the knavery practiſed by the 
mountaineers on the curious and exploring | ru 
ſtranger ; his own heroiſm againſt the Moors, | cc 
and at the ſiege of Gibraltar, where he was | Fr 
taken priſoner, with his amours while in Eng- | h 
land: the intervals were ſupplied by ſeveral | m 
ſongs from-a company of muleteers, who, by | ch 
their extreme- vociferation intirely diſcompo- | cu 
ſed the ſerenity of our loquacious gueſt, and, Ci 
but. for my mediation, would have produced the 
a ſerious quarrel between them. Our leave | all 
of abſence from the ſhip extending till ſun-ſet | or 
- the 
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the ſucceeding day, we enquired of our interpre- 
ter if we could be provided with beds; he gave 
us to underſtand that a bed was an article of 
luxury little known” to the generaliry of the 
Oratavians, but he would get us mats to fleep 
on, which we were fain to be contented with; 
and in ſpite of the indefatigable labour of my- 


riads of every ſpecies of vermiti, I enjoyed as 


profound a fleep as though Thad reſted on a 
bed of down. A little before ſunriſe we were 
waked by the veteran, who had come to par- 
take of our breakfaſt, and ſhew us the town. 
Not having ſtripped, we ſoon made our ap- 
pearance at thd table, where he had provided 
half a dozen ſmall loaves, ſome baccalo, and 
a quantity of dried grapes; he bad alſo boil- 
ed a large iron kertle of coffee, but there be- 


ing no ſugar or milk at hand, we were glad 


to ſubſtitute ſome flaſks of Teneriſfe for our 
beverage. © 3 i Ran" 
Oratava is ſituated on the declivity of a 
rugged hill, gradually ſloping” to the ſea, and 
commands a fine view of the bay, which, 
from the number of ſhoals, will only admit 
ſhips of a ſmall dranght of water, and here 
merchantmen of this deſcription generally an- 
chor, as wine, fruits, and vegetables, are pro- 


cured at Oratava much cheaper than at Santa 


Cruz. It is certainly the moſt fertile ſide of 
the iſland, and, in a great meaſure, ſupplies 
all the reſt. Nothing can be more charming 
or romantically ſuuated than this delightful 

| C - ſport : 
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ſpot: the houſes are low, but remarkably 
neat, and of white ſtone. On one ſide of the 
ſtreet runs a pleaſant rivulet from a copious 
ſpring of the cleareſt and ſweeteſt water, 
which, in its progreſs. over a rugged pave- 
ment, murmurs moſt agreeably along. Hills 
riſing above hills, crowned with woods of the 
moſt luxuriant foliage, and beautifully cano- 
pied with variegated clouds; and the ſtupen- 
dous Peak, towering its majeſtic head above 
the whole, forms a proſpet moſt ſublimely 
intereſting. | 

The — valleys; adorned with vine- 
yards, and watered» by «innumerable ſtreams, 
forming en, caſcades, complete the = 
ture. 
© Af noone began be chiult of returning to 
Abe ſhip; and taking leave of Don Gaſparo, 
the old ſoldier, we reached Santa Cruz by ſun- 
ſet, and, one of the boats being luckily on 
ſhore, immediately went on board, highly gra- 
rifred with our excurſion. | | 
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CHAP. III. 


Leave 'Teneriffe—Shape our courſe for Saint Jago 
Prevented ſrom anchoring in Port au Prayo Bay by 
a contrary wind—Sail to the ſouthward—Paſs the 
Equator Ceremony of ducking and ſhaving-—Make 
Cape Fric—Anchoy in the harbour of Rio Janeiro 
— Refreſhments of all kinds brought on board 
Fruit ſerved to the convits—Deſcription of the town 
and harbour—Produce of Rio Janeiro. 


Tur ſhips having completed their watering, 
the · ſignal was made for every perſon belong- 


ing to the fleet to repair on board their reſpec- 


tive veſſels, and the next morning the ſignal 
to get under weigh : with a pleaſant breeze, 
we ſoon loſt fight of land. We ſteered to the 
ſouth-weſt till we were in the meridian of Saint 
Jago, when we ſhaped our courſe with an in- 
tention of coming to an anchor in Port au 
Prayo Bay; but when we: opened the bay 
were taken aback, and a ſtiff breeze blowing 
direct in our teeth, it was thought that an at- 
tempt to gain the bay would be attended with 
ſome riſk and much loſs of time, it was there- 
fore determined to give up the idea, and a 


ſignal was made for that purpoſe, We then 
ſhaped our courſe to the ſouthward, and as 


we croſſed the Equinoctial Line the ceremony 


of ſhaving and ducking was punctually obſer- 


ved: at noon, a hoarſe voice bailed the ſhip, 
as from the ſea, with Ho! the ſhip, bo!“ 
| C 2 which 


3 

which was anſwered by one ſtationed ſor the al 
purpoſe, with Hallo! what ſhip's that?“ r 
The Albermarle.” * I don't recollect her ol 
\ paſſing this way beforeT ſhall come on- m 
« bhard and examine her? Upon which th 
half a dozen moſt groteſque ſigures entered * 
the ſhip, as if from the boſom of the deep; Qu 
having previouſly flung a grating ünder each, W 
bow as a ſtage to aſcend from; with great ſo- fic 
lemnity they proceeded to the quarter-deck : . 
the principal perſonages were Neptune and Pa 
Amphitrite, attended by their nymphs and T 
neriads, perfonated by the oldeſt ſeamen · in on 
the ſhip, but ſo disfigured with red ochre, hi 
robes, and wigs, made of ravelled ſpun yarn, th 
that it was a difficult matter to recognize their c 
perſons. Aſter receiving a double toll from fre 
the captain, it being the firſt time of the ſhip's WL 
croſſing the line, conſiſting of half a gallon of the 
liquor, and two pounds of ſugar, they, in ha 
turn, queſtioned every perſon on deck. When vw! 
any one ſaid he had 8 before, and had Fc 
not, his watry majeſty, with great dignity, * 
turning to one of his attendants, who held a * 
large book, ſaid, Look if you bave this * 
« gentleman down in my log book ?”” which 1% 
being anſwered in the negative, the rum and the 
ſugar was inſtantly demanded, When it came tal! 
— to my turn, my friend, the captain, deſired dif: 
them to put my quota down to him. Having rhe 
finnſhed with the quarter-deck, they proceeded * 
c 


to the examination of their own comrades, 
aſter 


* . 
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ak having prepared for the ceremony of 
treating thoſe who could not pay with a view 
of Neprune's cellar ; for this purpoſe they had 
made a tackle faſt to the main yard- arm, 
through which they rove a rope, with an iron 
crow made faſt to the end for a feat. The 
only exhibition was on the- perſon of the cook, 
who not being of the moſt conciliatory diſpo- 
firion, moſt of the ſhip's company owed him 
a grudge ; and as he peremptorily refuſed to 
pay, although in bis power, they placed him 
on the crow, and brought the yard rope be- 
tween his legs, making another faſt round 
pal to, prevent a poſſihility of his falling; 
then ſwung bim off, and running him 
oe up to the yard, fouſcd. the poor. devil 
from the height of near fifty feer into the 
water; this they performed thrice: when 
they took him on board, he was ſo much ex- 
hauſted that his life was-thaught in danger, 
which put an end to this part of the cere- 
mony, and the other defaulters were let off 
with only a ſhaving, performed by Neptune | 
and his aſſiſtants: the party was ſcated on a 
piece of board placed acrols a large tub; the. 
razor part of an iron hoop, and the ſoap not 
the fineſt Windſor, but a compoſition of tar, 
tallow, and every filth they could collect: the 
diſagreeableneſs of this operation excluſive of 
the ſmart, the hand of the ſhaver not being of 1 
the lighteſt, occaſions a ſtruggle to get from ii 
under it, in which the board whereon he is | 
84 ſeated I 
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feated gives way, and poor pilgarlick is un- 


expectedly emerged over head and ears in 
bilge water. Thoſe deſtined for this opera - 
von are kept cloſe priſoners, ſo that they are 
totally ignorant of what they are to go 
through, but when the ordeal is once paſſed 


they think no more of it, but ſhake their ears, 


and aſſiſt in carrying on the joke. The for- 
feits made them all as merry as grigs, and the 
day cloſed with dancing and ſongs on the fore- 
eaſtle, and every body, the cook excepted, 
ſorgot their temporary morufications, and 
joined in the evening's conviviality. 

A moſt favourable breeze wafted us plea- 
ſantly along till we made Cape Frio : at mid- 
night we were abreaſt of the Cape, which is 
a {mall ifland, diſtant two or three miles from 
the main land. We had very little wind and 
variable weather between the Cape and Rio 
Janeiro, a diftarge of fifty or ſixty miles. A 
ſpurt of wind from the ſea carried us within 
the iſlands, when we came to an anchor off 
the harbour's mouth, The next morning the 
agent went on ſhore to wait on the viceroy, 
and in the afternoon we weighed and failed 
into the harbour; as we paſſed” the fort we 
ſaluted them with thirteen guns, which was 
returned by eleven (we not being a man of 
war) and came to an anchor abreaſt the rown. 
The ſhips in general were remarkably healthy, 
and had hitherto buried but few of the con- 
victs: in our paſlage from Teneriffe to this 

place 


©. 

place we loſt only four men and one wolnan, 
which is a very inconſiderable number, conſi- 
dering their confined ſtate, change oft climate, 
and unwholeſomeneſs of living ſo long entirely 
on ſalt proviſions. Freſh meat and vegetables 
were brought from the ſhore iu mediately on 
our comipg to an anchor, and feveril country 
boats, with pines, | bananas, oranges, and 
every ſpecies of tropical fruits, came along- 
ſide, of which the convicts had a curtain pro- 
portion ſerved them ; the fruits being in ſuch 
plenty that the expence of diſtributing: a few 
to cach individual every morning was very in- 
conſiderable. 

The harbour is very commodious, and will 
contain almoſt any number of ſhips, where 
they may ride in perfe& ſecurity from bad 
weather, 985 e city of Saint Sebaſtian is tole- 
rably large, and regularly built; but from its 
being ſituated on low ſwampy ground, ſur- 
rounded by high hills, which entirely exclude 
it from the refreſhing ſea and land breezes, fo 
that in the ſummer months it is inſupporiably 
hot, and of courſe very unhealthy. Some 
few of the ſtrects are pretty wide, but in ge- 
neral they are rather too narrow; the ſquare 
oppoſite the landing- place js ſpacious, and on 
the ſouth fide ſtands the palace of the viceroy, 
a very handſ.me ſtone bur ding, and is ſaid to 
be very richly r ry within. The in- 
fide of the agar +: pd ue nec wih the 
utmoſt proſuſion, ad bu them furniſh: d 
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wich an excellent organ, and tolerable good 
pictures over the different altars. 

Here mechanics. and tradeſmen carry on 
their buſineſs in diſtin& parts of the town, 
particular ſtreets being appropriated for parti- 
cular trades : here you will: find a whole ſtreet 
of gun-ſ\miths, another of taylors, a third of 
carpenters, &c. &c. 

The numerous forts and batteries Which 
ſurround Saint Sebaſtian give it an air of 
ſtrength, hut an enemy getting poſſeſſion. of 
the iſland of Cobres, which is very near to, 
and overlooks the town, aſſiſted by a few large 
ſhips, for which there is plenty of water, 
would ſoon ablige i it to capitulate. 

The produce and exports of Rio Janeiro 
are gold, ſugar, rice, coffee, and moſt of the 
valuable drugs: we took a collection of ſeeds, 
and ſome young ſhaots of rhe tamarind, ba- 
nana, orange, lemon, and guava trees, in or- 
der to try them on the ſoil * New South 
Wales. 
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CHA.P. IV, 


The ſignal made for ſailing—Get under weigh—Squal-- 
ly weather, with thunder and Ilightning—Clears up 


—Seriec of fine weather—Ar: ive at the Cape cf Geo 
Hope—Rewarded by the captain with a hundred 
dollars for my ſervices during the inſur rection cf the 
corvidts—Permitted to go on ſhore—Some account 
of the manners of the people of Cape Toun— Dine 
at a Table d'Hote—Fall in with an entertaining 
Frenchman—His account of the ſhaves—Of the co- 
loniſts in the environs Of the country of the Aute- 
niquas. : 


Wr lay here about three weeks, when the 
ſick being pretty well recovered, the ſhips re- 
eniſhed with water, and loaded with vege- 
tables and fruits of all kinds, the ſignal was 
made for ſailing, and for the firſt three or four 
days we proceeded with a briſk north-eaſterly 
wind, when ſuddenly it became dark and 
cloudy, with tremendous peals of thunder, 
and vivid flaſhes of lightning, from every part 
of the horizon, attended with violent ſqualls, 
of wind, but of no long continuance. At day 
break the wind ſhiſted to the ſouthward, and 
we had a ſeries of fine weather till we arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope, on the twentieth 
of July, and about ſunſet came to an anchor 

in Table. Bay. e 2 
This being the laſt port we could touch at 
for refreſhments during the remainder of the 
voyage, all hands ſet to work to procure ſuch 
a articles 
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articles as they might ſtand in need of, as well 
for their preſent conſumprion, as for their 
future comfort in the new colony. 

Early in the morning the captain ordered 
the pinnace to be manned, and went on ſhore; 
from whence he retaraed about noon, and 
ſending for me aft, gave me an order on a 
merchant in Cape Town for oe hundred dol- 
lars; at the ſame time telling me that I might 
at any fime take the opportunity of the boats 

going”on ſhore, to viſit the town as often as 1 
—2 only ſpeaking to the officer on deck 
when I was ſo diſpoſed. The confidence. he. 
repoſed in me ſtruck me: more forcibly than 
the money, and I was really ſo confuſed that 
I could ſcarcely articulate my acknowiedg- 
ments. 

During our ſtay here I viſited the town 
almoſt every day, taking care to be on board 
by ſunſet; and laid out the money I had receiv- 
ed in ſuch articles as were moſt in requeſt: in 
New Holland. 

On entering a houſe in Cape Town, you 
are always preſented with a ſopi, that is to 
ſay a glaſs of arrack, geneva, or, perhaps, 
French brandy: Geneva, however, is the 
common morning dram. Before they fit down 
to table the etiqueite is to offer a ſopi of white 
wine, in which aloes or wormwood have been 
ſteeped, to create an appetite: at table they 
drink beer or wine: jndiferiminately. The 
beer is much eſteemed, but they place a 

higher 
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higher value on Engliſh: porter. After the 
deſert, which is always vlentifully ſupplied, 


they bring pipes and tobacco, and continue 
drinking and ſmoking till late in the evening. 
This is their uſual manner of ſiving, with the 
exception of thoſe in indifferent circumſtances, 
who drink their own wine; but in this parti- 
cular the vanity of the inhabitants is often 
highly ridiculous : one day as I was walki 

with-an acquaintance I had made at the Cape, 
he made me obſerve a man ſeated at the door 
of his houſe, who ſeeing we were near him, 


began calling to his flave to bring him ſome 


red wine, though he affured me he had not a 
ſingle drop in his houſe, and that moſt likely 
he had not taſted wine ten times in his life. 
When we had paſſed a little way, I turned 


and ſaw that his ſlave had brought him a glaſs 


of beer, which he with great oſtentation deli- 
berately drank off. For twelve miles round 
the Cape 'the coloniſts do not employ the 


Hottentots, chuſing rather to purchaſe ne- 


groes, who are more induſtrious and truſt- 
worthy. The Hotrentots, careleſs and incon- 
ſtant by nature, often go away from their 
maſter on the proſpect of hard work, and fre- 
quently leave them ia embarraſſment : the 
negroes deſert alſo, but vain are their efforts 


to regain their liberty; they are ſoon retaken, 


and fent to the bailiff of the canton, from 
whom they are redeemed by the proprietor 
for a ſmall ſum. "Their correction is much 

leſs 
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leſs ſevere than one would expect; indeed of 
there are few places where ſlaves are treated P. 

with more humanity than at the Cape. 
I he Creole flaves are moſt eſteemed at the or 
Cape, and fetch double the price of any other: Fr 
if they are initiated in any buſineſs, their price th 
is exorbitant. A good cook is worth from iſ tin 
eight to twelve hundred rix- dollars; mecha- fre 
nics, double that ſum; and others in propor- acc 
tion, They are commonly neatly dreſſed, bur of 
walk barefoot,” as a mark of ſlavery. There pe- 
are none of that inſolent tribe called footmen ; 
luxury and pride not having yet introduced anc 
that uſeleſs lumber in the antichambers of rhe ¶ 710! 
opulent. my 
The negroes of Madagaſcar and Moſam- and 
bique are looked upon as the moſt ingenious ſar) 
and beſt workmen ; they are alſo the moſt © our 
affectionate and faithful to their maſters : when © whe 
they are firſt landed at the Cape, they uſually £ our 
ſell for one hundred and gwenty to one hun- hi. 
dred and fifty piaſtres a head. The Indians i the 
are more employed in houſhoJd work in the acci 
town ; there are alſo ſome Malayans, but they | othe 
are the moſt ſubtle and dangerous of all other at t 
faves, frequently aſſaſſinating their maſters or high 
miſtrefſes. When taken they go to execution Cap: 
with the greateſt indifference. I heard one of 
theſe wretches publicly declare, at the place I rivul 
of execution, that he was glad he had com- de G 
mitted the crime, as they were only going to niqu- 
ſend him to his native country: it is a matter ſumn 


1 L508 2 


„ 
of wonder with me, that theſe ideas are not 
productive of much greater miſchiefs. 

I frequently dined at a Table d' Hote, or 
ordinary, where I fell in with very intelligent 
Frenchman, who had traverſed great part of 
the interior of.the couptry, and from time to 
time related many entertaining particulars ; 
from among which 1 ſelected the following 
account of one of his journies to the country 
of the Auteniquas, which I hope will not ap- 

ar tedious to my readers: _ 

„A traveller having arrived at the Cape, 
and ſignifying his intention of viſiting the inte- 
rior of the country, I immediately offered him 
my ſervices. The bargain was ſoon ſtruck, 
and I inſtantly ſet about procuring the necef- 
ſary articles for the journey. We ſect out on 
our expedition in the middle of December, 
when I led the way towards Dutch Hottentote, 
our company conſiſting of four horſes, two of 
which were mounted by my maſter and myſelf, 
the others by two Hottentots, in caſe any 
accident ſhould befal ours; there were three 
other natives, and each his dog: we ſtopped 
at the decline of day at the foot of thoſe 
high mountains that border the eaſt of the 
Cape. | | 
After two days journey we paſſed a little 
rivulet, and arrived at a wood called Le Bois 
de Grand Pere, near the country of the Aute- 
niquas, which we found inhabited from the 
ſummit of the mountains to the water's edge 
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by the coloniſts, who breed vaſt quantities of 
cattle, make butter, gather honey, and cut 
wood for fuel, as well as for the mechanic; 
theſe articles are all ſent to the Cape. It is 
aſtoniſhing that theſe people who have ſuch 
plenty of timber, do not build themſelves 
tenable houſes, inſtead of being content with 
miſerable huts, formed of hurdles cuvered 
with earth. The ſkin of a buffalo, ſtretched 
on four ſtakes, ſerves for a bed ; a mat cloſes 
the door-way, which is alſo the window two 
or three clumſy ſtools, ſome pieces of plank 
Joined together make their table, and an ill- 
made box, of about two feet ſquare, compoſe 
the whole furniture of one of theſe dens. In 
other reſpects theſe people live luxuriouſly ; 
they have plenty of game and fiſh, and enjoy 
the advantage over the other coloniſts, in 
having all the year without interruption their 
gardens well ſtocked with all kinds of vegeta- 
bles. 

„ Theſe advantages are owing to the good- 
neſs of the ſoil, and -rhe natural waterings from 
the various rivulets that wind and croſs each 
other in a thouſand different directions, laying 


under contribution, if it may be ſo expreſſed, 


the four ſeaſons of the year. 

In ſearching for a Touraco, which Mon- 
ſieur may maſter had ſhot, he fell into a pit 
upwards of twelve feet deep, which had been 
dug by the Hottentots, to entrap wild beaſts, 
particularly the elephant, Fortunately the hole 

was 
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was empty, and he had the good fortune to 

eſcape being impaled alive on the pointed 
ſtakes fixed at the bottom of theſe pits: they 
are generally {lightly covered over with {lender 
branches of trees, and the interſtices filled with 
turf and moſs ; the roots moſt anxiouſly ſought 
after by the elephant are ſtrewed on the ſur- 
face, and the unweildy animal eagerly preſſing 
forward after his favourite food, is eaſily en- 
trapped by rhe wily Hottentot ipto the ſnare : 
being wounded by his fall, he is ſoon dil- 
patched. 

After many ſruitleſs efforts to extricate 
himſelf, I being at ſome diſtance with the. 
Hottentots, he fired his fuſee, and by that 
means brought us back to his aſſiſtance. This 
accident, however ſerious, did not prevent 
him purſuing the wounded bird, which ar 
length he found, and conſidered the acquiſi- 
tion as a full compenſation for alt his perils. 
The Touraco is as agreeable in its form, as 
in the ſweetneſs and melody of its notes; it is 
of a bright green, a tuft of the fame colour, 
bordered with white, adorns its head; ite eyes 
a ſparkling red, with a ſtreak over them of the 
mot dazzling white; its wings are a beautiful 
purple, varying to the violet, according to the 
point of light in which it is viewed. Ir is 
reckoned by the naturaliſts a ſpecies of the 
Cuckoo; but they have been much miſtaken, 
as it has not the leaſt affinity with that bird. 
The Cuckoo, in every part of the world, ſub- 
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ſiſts on ſnails and inſects, but the Touraco is 
fruvigorous. In whatever part of the world 
the Cuckoo may be, it is remarkable that ſhe 
never builds a neſt, but lays her eggs in thoſe 
of other birds, and by this means faves herſelf 
the trouble of rearing her young ; the Tou- 
Taco, on the contrary, is careful of its family, 
builds a neſt, and hatches her own eggs: this 
difference in their diſpoſition is, I think, a 
ſufficient reaſon to prove them a particular 
ſpecies.” 


CHAP. V. 
Hunting the Elephant—Wars of the Caffres—Atro- 
- cious behaviour of the Coloniſts—Their cruelty ex- 
emplified in the murder of a young priſoner—Sin- 
gular encounter with a Lion—Courage, and tragi- 
cal death of a widow, attacking a Lion in defence 
of her cattle—Deſcription of the Black Eagle—Ac- 
counts of various cuſtoms of the Hottentots. 


c F354 | 
W E had ſcarce recovered from this acci- 


dent when one of the Hottentots came running 
up to me, and ſaid he had diſcovered the 
haunt of an elephant. After ſome hours 
fatigue, painfully tracing him through a thick 
part of the wood; rendered almoſt impaſſable 
from the thorns and briars, we arrived at an 
open part of the foreſt, in which was a clump 
of ſhrubs and underwood : here we ſtopped 
while 
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while one of the Hottentots aſcended a tree; 
after looking round him, he clapped his finger 
on his mouth as a token for us to be ſilent, 
then by opening aud cloſing his hand ſeveral 


times (a ſignal before agreed upon) gave us to. 


underitand how many elephants he had dil- 
covered, | | 

„We now held a council of war, the reſult 
of which was, that the perſon who had ſeen 
them from the tree ſhould lead us as near as poſ- 


- fible through the buſhes to the ſpot where he 


had diſcovered them. In a few minutes I was 
very near one of- thoſe enormous animals, 
which I did not immediately perceive, not that 


fear had faſcinated my fight, but that I could 


ſcarce belicve that the prodigious immoveable 
maſs beneath me was the animal we had fo 
much wiſhed to encounter. lt ſhould be ob- 
ſ-rved we were on a hillock which raiſed us 
alove the back of the animal: I till kept 
looking farther on, and rather took what was 
ſo ncar me for a fragment of rock than & living 
creature. The Hottentot now cricd out, 
« See, ſce there! there he is,“ with a tone 
of the utmoſt impatience. At length a flight 
motion caught my eye, and immediately after 
the head and tuiks, which the enormous body 
had in part concealed, were turned towards 
me: Monſieur, who was cloſe behind me, 
without laſing time, let fly at him; 1 imme- 
diately followed his example, and both ſhots 
took place in his head; he ſtaggered and fell: 
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thẽ noiſe frizhted the reſt, and they, to the 
number of thirty, ſcampered off as faſt as their 


unweildy corporations would permit them. 
This was but a prelude to a more animated 


* Acene. 


& While we were examining: the animal we 
had killed, another paſſed juſt by us, which 
was fired at by one of the Hottentots, and by 
the blood that trickled down his huge ſhoul- 
ders I imagined he was mortally wounded, and 
immediately purſued him. He would have 
laid down, but was prevented by our repeated 
firing ; he then took to the thickeſt part of 
the wood; we followed him into a thicker, in 
which was a number of decayed trees thar 
had fallen through age. "The beaſt now be- 
came<Enraged from the number of his wounds, 
and made furiouſly at a Hottentot who had 
juſt diſcharged. his piece at him, and in an in- 
ſtant trod him to death, and thurſting one of 
his tuſks into the body, with a roſs threw it 
upwards of thirty yards from him. We were 
about five-and-twenty paces from the poor 
fellow, my maſter a few paces behind me; I 
was too much encumbered for fpeed, my car- 
abine being very heavy, and having a good deal 
of ammunition, together with a net containing 
Teveral large birds, flung acroſs my ſhou!der : 
1 ran with all my might, but the enrazed 
animal no ſooner caſt his angry eyes on me, 
than he purſued me at a fuk gallop, and gain- 
ed ground every inſtant. More dead than alive 
through 
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through fear, abandoned by the Hottentots, 
who, checked by the fate of their comrade, 
were leſs courageous than uſual, the only 
chance I had was to he down cloſe to the trunk 
of a large tree that was near me, which J had 
ſcarce time to accompliſh before the auimal 
ran over it; but ſcared at the hooting of the 
Hottentors inſtantly ſtopped, as it were to 
liſten, I could eafily have hit him from my 
ſituation had I choſe, but although my piece 
was loaded, I reſtrained firing; for though 


he had received ſo many wounds I deſpaired 


to diſable him by a ſingle thor, fo kept my 


ſituation, every moment expecting to become 


a prey to the enraged beaſt. 
Ihe Hottentots, having loſt ſight of me, 
as I lay cloſe under the tree, not daring to ſtir, 


and not anſwering to their repeated cries, 


were perſua ed I was already cruſhed to pie- 
ces, made the woods re- echo with their ſhouts. 
The elephant, turning haſtily round, paſſed 
me a ſecond time, and, ſtepping over the tree 
not fix yards from me, went off on a full 
gallop. I fprung on my feet as ſoon as he 
had paſſed, and, ſhowing myſelf to my com- 
panions, fired another ſhot after him, which 
did not ſtop his career, but ruſhing into the 
thickeſt part of the woods, he diſappeared. 
„The report of my picce was an univerfal 
ſignal of joy. I was immediately ſurrounded 
by the Hotrentots, whoſe countenances beam- 
I the moſt lively and diſiutereſted m—_—_ 
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of oladneſs : my maſter in the moſt aſſcctionate 


terms expreſſed his ſatisfaction at my eſcape, 
preſſing me eagerly in his arms. Night draw- 
ing on, we returned to find the elephant we 
had killed in the morning. The carcaſe was 
already in the poſſeſſion of ſcveral large birds 
of pry, who had loſt no time, having already 
made great progreſs in its diſſection. 

ce Fires were now quickly kindled ; and our 
attendants, afrer having pitched the tent, 
began to ſhew their {kill in cooking. They 


cut off ſcveral ſteaks to broil for themſelves, 


dreſſing a part of the trunk for us: it was the 
firſt time I had ever taſted this kind of food, 
but I determined it ſhould not be the laſt, as 
thought it delicious. Having ſettled the ne- 
ceſſary  preliminaries of watching round the 


tent, we went to reſt, with as much compo- 


ſure as though we were at an inn; nor'were 
we diſturbed till ſunriſe, when we ſet forward 
on our journey. As we paſſed a fmall river 
we met a company of Hottentots, of about a 
ſcore, who had fled from the wars of the 
Caffres. By our guides we learnt that thoſe 
people are moſt vilely calumniatcd : the per- 
petual vexations and tyranny of rhe coloniſts 
gave riſe to thoſe wars, in which the Caſſres 
have been repreſented as ferocious animals, 
nurtured with human gore, ſparing neither 
age nor ſex, and totally regardleſs of the rights 
of hoſſ itality. The coloniſts often form pre- 
tences of loſing their cattle, purpoſely to mee 

inroads 
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inroads into the Caffree ſettlements, extermi- 
nating whole hordes without diſtinction of age 
or ſex, carrying away their herds, and laying 
waſte the country; this being an eaſier method 
of obtaining cattle than rearing them. 

In deſtroying a ſmall ſettlement of Caffres, 
a child of abgut twelve years of age eſcaped 
the general carnage, by concealing himſelf in 
a hollow tree, but, unfortunately, was diſco- 
vered by one of the Marauders, who deter- 
mined to make a ſlave'of his prize. The com- 
mander of this barbarous detachment peremp- 


torily laid claim to the ſittle trembling pri- 


ſoner ; the captor as firmly refuſed to deliver 
him up, which fo enraged the ſavage leader 


that —— with the utmoſt fury at the inno- | 
cent object of the diſpute, exclaiming—“ If I 


muſt not have him, neithiT ſhalt thou !?? and 
accompanied theſe words with a blow of his 
ſabre, which laid the unforcunate victim dead 
at his feet. | 

A bout noon one of our people who had 
gone on ſome hundred yards before us, came 
running back with evident maks of confuſion : 
on enquiring the cauſe, he told us there was 
a Lion couching in a thicket a little a-head of 
us, and that he would certainly attack us if 
we proceeded. We immediately halted to 
conſult what was to be done. Monſieur, de- 


firous of adding the ſpoil of the king of the 


foreſts to his other acquiſitions, decided on 


the attack. Accordingly the horſes and dogs 
| were 


fired, but 


( 
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were given in charge to one of the natives to 
keep them back, and we, to the number of 
five, marched on, keeping a ſharp look our. 
We had procecded near half a mile, and find- 
ing nothing, concluded it was an imaginary 
lion only in the idea of Eaco (the name of the 
Hottentot who had given us the intelligence), 
who having lately loſt a very good miſtreſs, 
killed by one ot thoſe animals, was in conti- 
nual dread of them. 

“ Br habitation being on the ſkirts of a 
wood, one gloomy night the family was 
awakened by the lowing of the cattle, in an 
incloſure at a ſmall diſtance from the houſe: 
they immediately ſeized their fire- arms, and 
running to the ſpot, found a lion had broken 


through the fence, and was making terrible 


havock among the cattle. It was only neceſ- 
ſary to enter the encloſure, and fire, to kill 
the animal ; but neither of her ſons, ſervants, 
or {laves, had ſufficient courage to attempr it. 
The undaunted matron, therefore, entered 
alone, and, armed with a muſket, approached 

e ſcene of carnage : the darkneſs of rhe 
night prevented her perceiving the animal till 
ſhe was cloſe to him, when ſhe courageouſlly 
was ſo unfortunate as only to wound 
him; he inſtantly ruſhed upon her: the 
ſcreams of the unfortunate mother brought her 
ſons to her aſſiſtance. Furious—deſperate— 
diſtracted— they flew upon the tremendous 


animal, and killed him, though too late to ſave 
her 
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her, and he fell breathleſs on the mangled 
body of their parent. Excluſive of the deep 
wounds ſhe had received from the fangs and 


talons of the ferocions ſavage, he had bit one 


of her hands off at the wriſt. Aſſiſtance was 
ineffectual ; ſhe died the ſame night amidſt the 
vain lamentations of her puſillanimous ſons and 
ſcrvants.“ - 

The remembrance of this ſcene had made 
ſo deep an impreſſion on the mind of Eaco, 
and filled him with ſuch apprehenfions, that 
he frequently teazed his comrades with falſe 
alarms, of being near the dens of lions, and of 
being ſure of ſeeing him in ſuch and ſuch a 
thicket, ſo that at laſt they paid little or no 
regard to his repreſentations, and, in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, acquainted us with his diſpoſi- 
tion, and adviſed me to order the horſes for- 
ward, and to continue our route, as we were 
three days from any habitation, and our pro- 
viſions near exhauſted. The trembling Eaco 
at this inſtant cried, ** There, there!“ when 
hearing a ruſtling among the buſhes I haſtily 


looked round, and ſaw the beaſt in the act of 


ſpringing upon his prey, one of the Hottentots 
being within his reach: as ſwift as lightning 
he darted upon the poor fellow ; but rather 
overlcaping himſelf, in bringing him to the 
ground his fore-quarters extended fo far over 
him, that his anragoniſt, with the utmoſt in- 
trepidity and preſence of mind, claſped him 
lirmly round the middle, and preſſing him 0 
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his breaſt, the animal was ſo ſituated that he 
could do him little or no injury; at this mo- 
ment one of his comrades ran to his aſſiſtance, 
and clapping the muzzle of his piece to his 
ear, diſpatched him inſtantaneouſly, and thus 
providentially delivered his fellow ſervant un- 
hurt from this imminent danger. 

* Thijs narrow eſcape, added to the loſs of 
our man killed by the elephant, rather abated 
the ardour of our purſuit, and Monſieur be- 
gan ſeriouſly to think of returning to the 


Cape, which we reached without any remark- 


able occurrence happening. In our way | 
ſhot an eagle of a ſpecies hitherto unknown, 
and conſidered as a great rarity by my maſter : 
it was of a bright black, with a ring of bur- 
niſhed gold round his neck, and ſeemed to re- 
ſemble the vulture as much as the eagle, 
though different in ſome inſtances. Hunger 
changes the eagle into a vulture; that is to 


ſay, when it is hungry it will feed on putrified 


carrion. It is a vulgar error that this bird 
only ſubſiſts by preying on others; for I have 
frequently ſeen eagles, as well as other carni- 
vorous birds, attracted by the offal of the 
beaſts we had killed.“ He alſo related ſome 
particulars reſpecting the Hottentots, 72 4 
pletely refuting the accounts of our geogra- 
phical writers, who. deſcribe a moſt filthy cuſ- 


tom uſed by the Hotrentots.at their marriage 


ceremonies; the prieſt being ſaid to beſtow 
publickly a urinary ſtream on the bride and 
i 88 | : bridegroom, 


( 


bridegroom, in preſence of all the. aſſembled 
friends. The formalities of thoſe marriages, 
he ſaid, conſiſted in the promiſes they made 
each other to live together as long as they 
may find it convenient; the engagement made, 


the young couple, from that moment, are man 


and wife. They then kill ſome ſheep, ſome- 
times an ox, to celebrate this little holiday. 
The parents on both ſides furniſh the young . 
couple with ſome cattle ; they immediately 
apply themſelves to the conſtruction of a hut, 
forming an incloſure, and in getting together 
their little ſtock of neceſſaries. They live to- 
gether as long as a good underſtanding ſub- 
ſiſts between them; for ſhould any. difference 
ariſe, which is not likely to ſubſide, they make 
no ſcruple of ſeparation, but part with as little 
ceremony as they met; and each, free to form 
freſh connections, ſeeks elſewhere a more 

agreeable partner. A | 
In caſes of ſeparation, the effects of the 
married pair are equally divided; but ſhould 
the huſband, in his quality of maſter, inſiſt on 
retaining the whole, the wife never fails to 
find thoſe who will aſſert and defend her right; 
her family intereſts itſelf, nor are the friends 
of the man idle; ſo that, ſometimes, the 
whole horde is in a ferment ; in the end they 
come to blows, and, as in all other places, the 
conquerors give laws to the vanquiſhed. The 
mother always has the care of the younger 
children, eſpecially if they are girls, while the 
E boys, 


3 
boys, who are able to follow their father, are 


fore to belong to him. Theſe diſagreements, 


however, are far from being common ; and 
it is equally worthy of remark that they have 
no known law, oreſtabliſhed cuſtom, to which 
they can refer for the termination of their dif- 
ferences. | 

Among thoſe Hottentots who are the moſt 
diſtant from the coloniſts, conjugal fidelity is 
held more ſacred than among the poliſhed off. 


ſpring of refinement ; though polygamy is not 


repugnant to the cuſtoms of the Hottentots, 
it is by no means common among them. They 
may take as many wives as they pleaſe ; but 
whether from a love of peace, or any other mo- 
tive, ſeldom have but one. Women are never 
known to cohabit with two men. Nature, 
that would ever have a man able to aſcertain 
his own offspring, has wiſely planted in the 
heart of a female Gonaquais Hottentot, an 
invinetble averſion” from ſuch infamous proſti- 
tution ; nay, ſo diſguſting is it to theſe people, 
that a huſband, on a knowledge of the moſt 
trifling infidelity of his wife, might kill her, 
without fear of incurring the reproach of his 
horde. 

With ideas of honour. ſuch as theſe, the 


reader will the more eaſily be induced to diſ- 


credir the-aflertions of many writers; that the 
Hottentots indulge in connections of an inceſ- 
tuous nature. It being hinted that ſtrong ſuſ- 


5 picions of this ſort had been entertained of 


them, 
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them, they ſhewed ſigns of the greateſt deteſ- 
tation. Do you take us for brutes? ſaid 
they, and immediately broke off all farther 
converſe; nor could all we had to ſay E 
on them to forget the offence. 


CHAP, VL 


Departure from the Cape—Gale of wind—Part com- 
pany with the reſt of the tranſports—Superitition of 
the ſeamen—Story of the Flying Dutchman—The 
boatſwain alarmed—The gale ſubſides The pheno- 


menon accounted for—Sea birds make their appear- 
IT the ſhip—Make Van Dieman's Land— 


Beautiful appearance of Aurora Auſtrealis A 


number of ſeals alongſide, 


9 


Ha vN completely ſtored the ſhip; with 
proviſions and water, taken in ſix el 
caſks of flour for the colony, and various 
other ſtores, the ſignal was made for the trauſ- 
ports to be in readineſs to get under weigh. 
bade my new friend adieu, haſtened on 
board, and the next morning we worked out 
of the bay. We had ſcarcely got a tolerable 
offing when a very heavy gale blew from the 
northward, and the ſea ſoon ran mountains 
high. The veſſel being deep loaded, we ſhip» 
ped ſome very heavy ſeas, which. obliged us 
to lay to near four - and-· twenty hours - 
E 2 1 had 
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I had often heard of the ſuperſtition of ſai- 
ih reſpecting apparitions, but had never 
given much credit to the report: it ſeems that 
ſome years ſince a Dutch man of war was loſt 
off the Cape, and every ſoul on board periſh- 
ed : her conſort weathered the gale, and ar- 
rived foon after at the Cape. Having refit- 
ted, and returning to Europe they were af- 
failed with a violent tempeſt nearly in the ſame 
latitude. In the night watch ſome of the peo- 
ple ſaw, or imagined they ſaw, a veſſel ſtand- 
ing for them under a preſs of ſail, as though 
ſhe would run them down : one in particular 
affirmed it was the ſhip that had foundered in 
the former gale, and that it muſt certainly be 
her, or the apparition of her; but on its 
clearing up, the object (a dark thick cloud) diſ- 
appeared. Nothing could do away the idea of 
this phenomenon on the minds of the ſailors; 
and, on their relating the circumſtances when 
they arrived in port, the ſtory ſpread like wild- 
fire, and the ſuppoſed phantom was called the 
Flying © Dutchman. From the Dutch the 
_ Engliſh ſeamen got the infatuation, and there 
are very few Indiamen but what have ſome one 
on board who pretends't to have ſeen the ap- 
parition, | 

About two in the morning I was waked by 
a violent ſhake by the ſhoulder, when, ſtart- 
ing up in my hammock, I ſaw the boatſwain, 
with evident ſigus of terror and diſmay in 


his countenance, ſtanding by me. For 
God's 


( 42 ) 


God's ſake, meſſmate,” —faid he hand us 
the key of the caſe, for by the Lord Fm 
damnably ſcarified : for, d'ye ice, as I was 


juſt looking over the weather bow, what 


ſhould I ſee but the Flying Dutchman comin 

right down upon us, with every thing fet— 

know it was ſhe—T cou'd ſee all her lower-deck 
ports up, and the lights fore and aft, as if clear- 
ed for action. Now as how, d'ye ſee, Lam ſure 
no mortal ſhip could bear her lower-deck ports 
up and not founder in this here weather: 
Why, the ſea runs mountains high. It muſt 


certainly be the ghoſt of that there Dutchman. 


that foundered in this latitude, and which, 1 
have heard ſay, always appears in this here 
quarter, in hard gales of wind.“ 4 

After taking a good pull or two at the Hol- 
land's he grew a little compoſed, when I joke- 
ingly aſked him, if he was afraid of ghoſts? 
«© Why, as to that, d'ye ſee, —faid he I 
think as how I'm as good as another man; but 
Pd always a terrible antipathy to thoſe things. 
Even when I was a boy, I never could find it 
in my heart to croſs a church-yard in the dark 
without whiſtling and hallooing, to make them 


believe I had company with me, for I've heard 


ſay they appear but to one at a time; for now, 
ay called to Joe Jackfon, who was at the 
helm, to look over the weather bow, he ſaw 
nothing; tho', as how, I ſaw it as plain as 
this here bottle,” taking another ſwig at the 
Geneva. . 

E 3 Having 
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Having ſome-curioſity. to ſee if I could make 


out any thing that could take ſuch an appea- 


rance, I turned out, and accompanied him 


upon deck; but it had cleared up, the moon 


ſhining very. bright, and not a cloud to be 


ſeen; though, by what I could learn from the 


reſt of the people who were on deck, it had 


been very cloudy about half an hour before, 


of courſe I eaſily divined what kind of phan- 


tom had ſo alarmed my meſſmate. The fea 
running very high, and the gale rather in- 


creaſing, we continued to lay to, and in the 


morning found we had parted company with 
the reſt of the tranſports, not one being diſ- 
cernible from the maſt head. | 


The wind abating in the afternoon, and 
coming to the north-weſt, we bore away. un- 
der a reefed foreſail: and it continuing to 
blow a-very ſtrong gale, we jogged on in this 
manner about ten days, when the weather 
moderating we crouded all the fail we could 
make from this time till we made Van Die- 
man's land, off which we frequently faw in 
the night the fea covered with luminous ſpots, 
reſembling lights floating on the ſurfaee, and 
I immediately imagined that it might have 
been fome of theſe which the boatſwain had 


| ſeen through a paſſing cloud, and which he 


magnified intolanterns on a ſhip's lower deck, 


as in ſome points of view they had very much 
ahat appearance. | 
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Whether theſe ſhining ſpots proceed from 


the ſpawn of fifa floating in ſmall quantities, 
or from an animal of a jelly-like ſubſtance, 
called by the failors, blubber, is not deter- 
mined, though I am of the latter opinion; 
vaſt ſhoals of them ſurrounded the ſhip in the 
courſe of the day. Numbers of ſex birds now 
hovered over us, ſuch as albatroſles, gulls 
of various ſpecies; and a large black bird, 
greatly reſembling a crow, but rather bigger. 
In the evening the horizon was beautiful] 

illumined by the aurora auſtrealis, or ſouth- 


ern lights: they were of a bright crimſon, 


variegated with orange, yellow and white 
ſtreaks, continually changing their hues, and 
preſented a moſt ſublime and animating 
picture, | 

The next morning at day-break the man ar 
the maſt head cried out, Land, hoa !”? which 
agreeable ſound re-echoed through the ſhip ; 
and it clearing up we found ourſelves cloſe in 
with it. It appeared a bold even ſhore, with 
ſome hills inland, pleafantly ornamented with 
tall ſtraight trees, ſuppoſed to be cabbage or 
palm-trees, from their having branches only 
near the top. 

We ſailed along the coaſt for ſome leagues, 
in the courſe of which we faw ſome pretty deep 
days. We now ſtretched off in order to get 
a good offing, and to weather fome rocks 
bout three leagues from the ſhore, being 
afraid of paſſing too near them in the dark. 
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At day: light they appeared about ſix miles 
on our lee- beam. Here we perceived a num. 
ber of ſeals playing and ſporting alongſide: 
they were in general of the ſize of a common 
dog, with a long head, tapered to the noſe 
like a greyhound ; they frequently raiſed 
themſelves half the length of their body out 
of the water, turning round as it were to re- 
connoitre, and ſometimes in their gambols 
leaped entirely out. We took our leave of 
theſe ſportive gentry, and, ſhaping our courſe 
= apy Holland, before ſunſet Joſt fight of 


AP 
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CHAP. VII. 


Make the land of New South Wales —Paſs Botany Bay 
— Come to an anchor in Port Jackſon—Convies 
ordered on {hore—Attend the governor, kindly re- 
ceived, through the favourable report of the cap- 
tain—The governor promiſes me his protection 
Return on board—Take leave of my meſſmates— 
Receive orders to go on ſhore to Sydney Cove—Ac- 
companied by the captain—A ppointed ſuperinten- 
dent of the convicts at Paramatta—Dine with a ſer- 
jeant of marines— Walk round the cove—Deſcrip. 
tion of the ſeitlement— Sleep at Sydney —Embairk 
my effects and accompanied by the terjeant proceed 
to Paramatta—Arrive at Roſe-IIill Lake pofſefſion 
of my habitation, account of the ſettlement—Wait 
on the commanding officer - Receive inſtructions for 
my future conduct. | 


A FAVOURABLE ſlant of wind, enabled 
us to make the land of New South Wales on 
the 12th of October, about eight leagues diſ- 
tant. We ſtood on till we were within about 
fix or ſeven miles from the ſhore, and then 
ranged along the coaſt pleaſantly.— At noon 
we were abreaſt of a point of land, called red 
point, only ten leagues diſtant from Botany 
Bay. — About two leagues to the ſouthward 
of the Bay is a chain of chalky hills, over- 
topped by level land. On this land is a clump 
of trees ſomething like Poſtdown-hill in the 

eighbourhood of Portſmouth. The wind 


ſpringing up to the eaſtward, we ſtood Pow 
t 


| 
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the land, under an eaſy fail, till daylight, when 
we were quite abreaſt of the bay; and, at 
noon, on the 13th. came to an anchor in Port 
Jackſon, about five or fix leagues to the north. 
ward of it; | 
At ten o' clock the next morning the con- 
vias were all ordered on ſhore; their appear- 
ance was truly deplorable, the generality of 
them being emaciated by diſeaſe, and thoſe 
who laboured under no bodily diſorder, from 
the ſcantineſs of their allowance, were in little 
better plight, The boats from all the ſhips in 
the harbour attended in order to land them, 
there were in all two hundred and fifty men, 
fix women, and a convict's wife and child who 
had obtained permiſſion ro accompany her ſi 
huſband, —We loſt, during the voyage thirty 
two men.—— Upon their landing they were 
entirely new cloathed from the king's ſtore, 
and their old things were all burnt, in order 
to prevent any ĩnfectious diſorder that might 
have been in the ſhip, from being introduced 
into the colony. W RIO © 
From the report of the captain I had a moſt 
gracious reception from the governor, he told i 
me that on account of my behaviour on board, 
he would place me in a ſituation that ſhould 
render my exile from England as little irkſome 
as poſſible, and that if I continued to deſerve 
it I might rely on his favour and protection: 
for the preſent I might return on board, and 
as ſoon as any boat could be ſpared from theElhacch 


ſhip 
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n chip, it ſhould convey me and what things I 
it Mhad up to Paramatta, where a babitation 
t ſhould be provided for me. The next morn- 
ing I received orders again to attend the 
governor at Sydney Cove, and to put my pro- 
perty in charge of a ſerjeant of marines, who 


ſee it ſafely lodged in the public ſtore, till 
ſuch time as I ſhould be ſettled, and able to 
take care of it myſelf. 

took leave of my meſſmates with unfeigned 
regret, the captain himſelf accompanied me 
n, Ion ſhore, and waited on the governor with 
n, ne.— His excellency ſaid he had long wanted 
a0 n proper perſon as ſuperintendent of the con- 
er Nricts at Paramatta, that he had appointed me 


iy No that office, and that I ſhould take charge 
re f the 'farm-houſe there. When I was diſ- 


ec, niſſed, the ſerjeant took me to his houſe 
ler rhere I partook of a good fiſh dinner; and, 
ht t being ſome time before we could ſet off for 


edſny future reſidence, we took a walk round 


he Cove, where ſome conſiderable buildings 
olt have been erected, for the governor, the 


01d Yicutenant-governor, the HOY and 


rd, ſhe greateſt part of the officers 
ald The governor's houſe is of ſtone, near 
mc Feventy feet in front, and makes a very hand- 


ve ſome appearance. The houſes of the officers 


n: re of brick, the reſt are generally log houſes, 


ind latered ; the roofs are either ſhingled or 


the batched. Here is alſo an hoſpital, a good. 


bi | temporary 


ame off in a large boat, and who was to 


* 
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temporary building, and alſo barracks for the 


ſoldiers, and comfortable cabins for the 
officers, with gardens adjoining; but unluckily 
theſe gardens are not very productive, as the 
ſoil is very indifferent ; and to this inconveni- 
ence muit he added the depredations of rats 
and thieves. A mile or two from the Cove, 
the ſoil is conſiderably better, where the 
officers and others have litile farms; there 
are alſo brick-kilns, and a pottery, both of 
which articles they would bring to tolerable 
perfection, where they poſſeſſed of the mate- 
rials uſed to glaze their earthen-ware. [ 
wonder there are not more {tone buildings 


here, ſtone, _ reſembling that of Portland, 


being at hand in great abundance, exceedingly 
ſoft, but hardens very much after it is 
wrought, and expoſed to the weather. 

Not being able to proceed ' till the morning, 


1 flung my cot in a corner of the ſerjeant's 


houſe, and ſpent the evening with him; we 
roſe at day break, and, re- embarking my ef- 
fects, left Sydney Cove about eight o'clock 
in the morning, and arrived at Paramatta 
about noon: Two or three miles before you 
come to the town, the river is quite narrow, 
not more than fix or eight yards-acroſs, and 


the banks ſo high that you can ſcarce ſee the 


face of the country.—W here they were lower 
it had very much the appearance of a park or 
a gentleman's pleaſure ground. In our pro- 
greſs we ſaw ſeveral kangaroos but had a very 

4 imperfect 
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imperfect glance of them; the grals being 

long, entirely hid them from our view except 
when they were in the act of leaping. 

We landed abput a quarter of a mile from 

the town and walked up to it; it is ſituated on 

an elevated ſpot in the form of a creſcent; a 

| ſtrong redoubt is conſtructed where there are 


very good barracks for a detachment of the 
military, which is always on duty here; as 
well to preſerve good order and regularity 
- among the convicts, as a check upon the na- 


tives, who from the diſtance to Sydacy Cove 
might be tempted to moleſt the fertlers, were 
there no armed force to protect them; they 
have little apprehenſion from the natives as 
they have never ſhewn any inclination to at- 
tack armed men; not that they are deſtitute 
of courage, but that they are perfectly con- 
vinced of the great and invincible ſuperiority 
of our fire-arms. After a ſhort walk we arriv- 
ie ed at the houſe appropriated for me, it is 4 
f. Compact little cottage with four rooms in it; 
k te ſituation is moſt delightſul, being in the 
tal - midſt of pleaſant gardens—the convicts 
2u houſes form a line in front, at ſome diſtance, 
r, they have each a ſmall garden and thoſe who 
nd have been induitrious ſeem very comfortable, 
he as their day's work 1s not fo hard, as many 
e | working men's in England. 

or A ſervant who kept the houſe gave us ſome 
o- refreſhment, after which I waited on the com- 
r5 | manding officer of the trcops, on duty here, 
ea P aud 
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and preſented a letter given me by the gover- 
nor; my reception was as agreeable as J 
could expect, he told me that the next day he 
would cauſe the convicts to be muſtered in my 
preſence, and inform them of my ſituation, 
as ſuperintendent, and would then give me 
ſome inſtructions neceflary to regulate my 
future proceedings. _ 


CGH AF. VIII. 


A general muſter of the convicts—They are made ae- 
qainted with my ſituation among them—Their beha- 
viour—A vocations—Hours of labour—Atrtend pub- 
lic worſhip—Get perfectly acquainted with my duty 
Singular impoſture of one of the convicts En- 
couragement given to the convicts to become ſettlers 
on the expiration of their ſentence—Deſcription of 
the kangaroo and of the native dog—Get acquaint- 
ed with the natives—Deſcription of them— Their 
weapons—Manner of painting themſelves when 


going to battle. 


IN the morning a general muſter took place; 
when the whole were aſſembled, to the amount 
of near four hundred; they were informed by 
the officer of the truſt the governor had been 
pleaſed to repoſe in me, and that any miſbe- 
haviour or diſobedience of orders ifluing from 
me would be as feverely puniſhed as though 


they proceeded from the governor himſelf : 
they 


* 
* 
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„ 
they were then diſmiſſed to their ſeveral em- 
ploy ments. I proceeded through the different 


gangs of people at their reſpective occupa- 


tions; and found them much more attentive 
to their buſineſs and reſpectful to thoſe over 
them than I could poſſibly have imagined. 
Some were employed in making bricks and 


tiles ; others, building ſtore-houſes, huts, &c. 


a great number clearing the grounds, bring- 
ing in timber, and making roads, Others at 
their different callings, ſuch as ſmiths, garden- 
ers, coopers, ſhoemakers, taylors, bakers, 
attendants on the ſick, &c. The hours of 
work are from ſunriſe till half paſt ſeven, 
when they breakfaſt ; at half paſt eight they 
reſume their work *till half paſt eleven, when 
they are rung to dinner; at two they recom- 
mence their labours, and the ſetting of the ſun 
is the ſignal that terminates their daily toil, 

and which i is announced by the drum beating 
a retreat. In order to encourage the culti- 
vation of gardens, Saturday is appropriated 
to clear away and cultivate ſpots of ground 
for themſelves ; and thoſe who have been in- 


duſtrious now find the benefit, by having. 


plenty of vegetables, which faves their ſalt 
proviſions, and enables them to truck with 
the natives for fiſh, Independent of this ad- 

vantage, thoſe who rear the greateſt quantities 
of vegetables and plants receive premiums 
from the governor, who, at the proper ſeaſon 


of the year, diſtributes ſeeds among them for 
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80 
that purpoſe. The women ſweep round th 


huts every morning, and cook the victuals for 
the men, collect all their dirty clothes, and 


return each man his reſpective linen, waſhed - 


and mended, on the Sunday morning. 

No perſon is excufed from attending divine 
worſhip, which is performed every Sunday 
morning at<leven o'clock, when all the con- 
victs are obliged to attend in clean linen, and, 
indeed, behave in a more orderly and devout 
manner than would be naturally expected: 
indeed, the indefatigable zeal and wiſe mea- 
fares purſued by the worthy governor in the 
formation of this infant colony is beyond all 
praiſe, | 
I had ſome apprehenſions that from my 

former ſituation. in life I ſhould have been ex- 
poſed to many mortifications, although ſhield- 
ed by the protection of my office; but I ſaw 
few faces who recollected me, and thoſe who 
did behaved in the moſt reſpectſul manner. 
The greater part of thoſe who came over with 
me were ſent ro Norfolk Ifland, and thoſe that 
were left remained at Sydney Cove. 

My buſineſs was chiefly to report the pro- 
greſs made in the different works carrying on at 
Paramatta; for which purpoſe I was furniſhed 
with abſtracts from a kind of overſeers or 
head men of the various gangs; and in Jeſs 
than a week 1 was as much at home, and as 
perfectly maſter, of the buſineſs, as though 1 
had been coeval with the colony. 


From 


. 


From a neceſſary and well regulated diſci- 
pline, the convicts who had come over in the 
firſt ſhips had been brought into the excellent 
order above deſcribed ; but many ſevere ex- 
amples were made ere they were reduced to 
order, and various knaveries and tricks played 
on the officers ; but puniſhment never failed 
to attend the detection of their frauds. In 
the infancy of the ſettlement.a convict had in- 
duſtrioufly ſpread a report that he had diſco- 
vered a gold mine; which at firſt gained cre- 
dit, as the ore pretended to have been found 
had ſomething of the appearance of gold 
ore. 

The circumſtance was as follows: One 
Dailey, a convict, had, he pretended, diſco- 
vered a piece of ground which contained a 
conſiderable quantity of gold ore, ſome of 
which was produced, tried, and found to con- 
tain a ſmall portion of gold. The governor 
was abſent at this time on an excurſion into 
the country : the report coming to the ears 
of the lieutenant- governor, he examined the 
- pretended diſcoverer, who told his ſtory with 
the greateſt plauſibility, and it was not doubt- 
ed but an important diſcovery had been made. 
Dailey was interrogated as to the place, but 
refuſed to give the neceſſary information till 
the return of the * governor, to whom he 
would give a full and ſatisfactory account of 
the diſcovery, on a promiſe that he would 
grant him what he ſhould think equivalent to 
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the importance of the diſcovery, and which an 
he (Dailey) conceived a ſmall compenſation C the 
for ſo valuable an acquiſition : the demand 


was, his own and a particular woman convict's on 
enlargement, and a paſſage in one of the firſt wa 
ihips to England, together with a ſum of mo- D. 
ney. The lieutenant-governor told him, that inf 
unleſs he pointed out the ſpot he ſhould con- lef 
ſider him as an impoſtor, and order him to in 
inſtant puniſhment, for daring to impoſe upon 90 
thoſe oſſicers to whom he had related the bu- ap] 
finefs. The dread of puniſhment diſpoſed ho! 
him to come to a little, though not without car 
apparent reluctance: he propofed to the lieu- tire 
tenant-governor that an officer ſhould be ſent the 
down the harbour with him, for the treaſure, 4 
he ſaid, lay in the lower part of the harbour, © dif 
and near the ſea ſhore ; and he would ſhow the ver 


officer the exact ſport: accordingly he was ho 
taken at his word, and an officer, with a cor- diſc 
poral, and two or three ſoldiers, were ſent his 
with him; he pointed out the landing-place, wit 
whence he ſaid it was but a ſhort walk to the the 
deſired ſpot. They entered the wood, but cer 
had ſcarce got among the buſhes, which were 

very thick, than he begged leave to turn aſide © mac 
as though he had a preſſing occaſion ; this the 
was granted him: the officer continued wait- the 
ing for him, but to no purpoſe ; for as ſoon [| the 
as he had got out of their- reach he puſhed whe 
off towards Sydney Cove by land, leaving the on | 
officer and his ſoldiers to. beat their den to ( 
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and curſe their credulity i in letting him out of 
their ſight. * 


The officer having diſpatched the boat back 


on their landing, intending to return on foot, 


was left in no very enviable ſituation. Mr. 
Dailey reached Sydney in the afternoon, and 
informed the lieutenant-governor that he had 
left thoſe whom he had ſent down with him 


in entire poſſeſſion of the gold mine: he then 


got a few things from his own tent, and dil. 
appeared. The party, after ſearching ſome 
hours after the cheat, marched round to the 
camp, where they arrived at duſk, heartily 
tired, and not a little chagrined at the trick 
the villain had put upon them. 

The want of proviſions ſoon brought the 
diſcoverer back to the ſettlement, and a ſe- 
vere flogging was the reward of his ingenuity ; 
however he ſtill perſiſted in having made the 
diſcovery which he before had mentioned, and 
his reaſon for quitring the officer who went 
with him was, that he was ſure if he made 


the diſcovery to the governor himſelf he ſhould - 


certainly get what he had demanded. 

When the governor returned he was 
made acquainted with the buſineſs, and ano- 
ther officer was ſent with him, although 
there was not a perſon in the colony who had 
the leaſt faith in his aſſertions. "The officer 
who now accompanied him informed him, 
on landing from the boat, that if he offered 
to quit him for an inſtant he would put him 
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to death. This determination ſo terrified the 
gold-finder, that he acknowledged the impoſ- 
ture: he was then interrogated reſpecting the 
ore which he had produced. He confeſſed he 
had filed down part of a yellow metal buckle, 
and had mixed it with ſome gold filings from 
a broken ring, which he had got from one of 
the convict women, all which he had blended 
with ſome earth, and made it hard. The man 
who tried the ore had been a ſilverſmith, and 
on ſeparating the different parts he diſcovered 
a ſmall quantity of gold contained therein : 
the cheat received a ſecond puniſhment for 
his perſeverance, and a recommendation to be 
very attentive to his duty, and not attempt 
any more tricks as he valued his neck. 
Having a good deal of.time on my hands, 
my attendance and inſpection being generally 
finiſhed in the forenoon, I frequently viſited 
the farms of the ſettlers : theſe in general 
were convicts whoſe term of tranſportation 
had expired, and had had lands granted them, 
in the following proportions : thirty acres to 


every ſingle man; fifty to the married ones; 


and ten more for every child : they received 
proviſions and clothing from the public ſtores 
for the firſt eighteen months: the neceſſary 
tools and implements of huſbandry, with ſeeds 
and grain to ſow the ground the firſt year: 
two young ſow pigs were alſo given to each 
ſettler, and a pair or two of fowls. On thoſe 


conditions twenty-ſeven of them had commen- 
ced 


Court? 


gener 


an h 
portu 


o 


j r 


ced farming in the neighbourhood of Para- 
matta, Proſpect-Hill, and at ſome ponds about 
two miles to the northward. Art this time 
theſe ſettlements had little the appearance of 
farms; but as there were many very induſtri- 
ous and careful men among them, their ſtock 
ſoon began to thrive, and the face of the coun- 
try ſhow evident ſigns of culture. 

In my walks I often fell in with the kangas«. 
r00s, of which there are great numbers : they 
are about the ſize of a common deer, of a 
dark tan colour; its head, I think, reſembles 
that of the mocock from the Eaſt Indies. 

The hind legs are much longer than the 
fore, and with them they leap and ſpring for- 
ward with amazing rapidity, their fore feet 
ſeldom being ſeen to touch the ground; and, 
indeed, they are ſo very ſhort, that ir is not 
poſſible the animal can make great uſe of them 
in running: they have prodigious force in 
their tail, which is a principal part of their 
defence when attacked; they ſtrike a blow _ 
with this weapon ſufficient to break the leg of 
a man, or the back of a dog; it alſo afliſts 
them in their ſprings, which are truly ſurpri- 
ſing. The native dog is much ſwifter than 
the kangaroo, and will attack them with great 
courage; the chaſe is ſeldom of long dura- 
tion, the kangaroo being ſoon tired, and is 


generally overtaken in leſs than a quarter of 


an hour. When ſerzed, if he has no op- 
portunity of uſing the tail to advantage, he 
turns 
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turns upon the dog, and catching hold with 
the talons of his fore- paws, he flies at and 
ſtrikes his adverſary with thoſe of his hind- 
feet, which are long, ſharp, and of great 
ſtrength ; and, if the dog is not aſſiſted, it 
frequently happens that he gets the better. 

I have frequently ſeen the male kangaroos 
which, when fitting on their haunches, would 
meaſure at leaſt from five feet eight to five 
feet ten inches in height; ſuch an one would, 
I think, over-match any of the dogs ; but I 
never ventured to try them ſingly. Having 
had ſeveral young native dogs given me, from 
time to time, I take great delight in kangaroo 
hunting; it is not only an agrecable exerciſe, 
but produces a diſh for the table, nearly as 
good as mutton ; and, in the preſent dedrth 
of live ſtock, is not an unacceptable preſent. 

The native dog greatly reſembles the Po- 
meranian breed: with their ears erect, they 
have a remarkable ſavage look, and are not 
unlike a wolf, both in ſize and appearance. 
There is no getting the better of their natural 
terocity ; for if you take ever ſuch pains in 
rearing them, they will, at every opportunity, 
deſtroy the. ſheep, pigs, or poultry, nor do | 
think it poſſible to break them of this ſavage- 

* of temper, ſo that they are of little or no 
except in hunting the kangaroo. 

I had many opportunities of getting ac- 
quainted with ſeveral of the natives; and, as 
I ſeldom ſaw them without giving them ſome 

trifle 
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trifle or other, ſoon became a great favourite 
with them, and moſtly had one or other of 
them with me in my rambles. The men in 
general are from five feet fix to five feet nine. 
inches high; are rather ſlender, but ſtraight, 
and well made. The women are not quite ſo 
tall, rather luſtier, but are moſtly well made. 
Their colour is a browniſh black, of a coffee 
caſt, but many of the women are almoſt as 
light as a mulatto: now and then you may 
meet with ſome of both ſexes with pretty 
tolerable features, but broad noſes, wide 
mouths, and thick lips, are moſt generally 
met with ; their countenances are not the 
molt prepoſſeſſing, and what renders them ſtill 
leſs ſo, is, they are abominably filthy. They 
know no ſuch ceremony as waſhing them- 
ſelves ; and their ſkin is moſtly ſmeared with 
the fat of fuch animals as they kill, and after- 
wards covered with every ſort of dirt; ſand 
from the beach, and aſhes from their fires, all 
adhere to their filthy ſkin, which never comes 
off, except when accident, or the want of food 
obliges them to go into the water. Some of 
the men wear a piece of wood, or bone thruſt 
through the ſeptum: of the noſe, which, by 
raiſing the oppofite ſides of the noſe, dilates 
the noſtril, and ſpreads the lower part very 
much. Many of them want the two front 
teeth on the right fide of the upper jaw; and 
I have feen ſeveral of the women who have 
loſt the two firſt joints of the little finger of 
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the left hand, à circumſtance which I have of 
never been able to diſcover the meaning of. | of 


This want of. the little finger I obſerved in | in; 
elderly women; in girls, of eight or nine ha 
years old; in young women, who «have had th. 
children; and in thoſe who have had none. ho 
J have alſo obſerved that the finger has been lan 
perfect in individuals of all ages and deſcrip. Y tru 
tions. They have, in general, good teeth; yar 
their hair is ſhort, ſtrong, and curly ; and fee 
| they having no method of combing or clean- ſtic. 
ing It, it is always filthy and matted : the the 
men's beards” are ſhort and curly like the hair the. 
of their heads. They all go entirely naked, loci 
men, women, and children, and ſeem to have ter, 
no fixed place of reſidence, but lay down get 
Wherever night overtakes them. Cavities in I 
the rocks on the ſea ſhore, are places they they 
uſually- ſeek to ſhelter themſelves from -the © whit 
wind and rain; and they moſtly make a good I terre 
fire before they go to ſleep, by which means I are 1 
the rock round them becomes heated, and re- ¶ chod 
tains its warmth a conſiderable time, like an actne 
oven; and ſpreading a little dried graſs they the 7 
lie down and huddle together. belts 
The men are generally armed with a lance, I eyes, 
and a ſhort ſtick which: they uſe in throwing || foreh 
it; this ſtick is about a yard long, flat on one lines 
ſide, and a notch in one end, the other is 
furniſhed with a flat ſhell fixed into a ſplit in 
the ſtick, made faſt with-aſtrong gum, which, 


when ry, i is as hard as flint: on the flat ſide 
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of the ſtick they place the lance, the butt end 
of which reſts againſt the notch in the throw- 


ing ſtick; poiſing the lance thus fixed in one 


hand, binding it with the fore ſinger and 
thumb to prevent its ſlipping off; keeping faſt 
hold of the throwing ſtick, they hurl: the 
lance with conſiderable force, and tolcrably 


true, to the diſtance of ſeventy, or eighty 


yards. Their lances are in-general about ten 
feet long; the ſhell fixed on the throwing 
ſtick is intended for ſharpening the point of 
their lance, and various other uſes. Although 
they throw their lances with conſiderable ve- 
locity, I ſhould think it no very difficult mat- 
ter, being on one's guard, either to parry or 
get out vf the way of them. 

When they are upon any hoſtile expedition, 
they paint their faces and bodies with red and 
white ſtreaks, as if they intended to ſtrike 
terror. by their death-like appearance: ſome 


are-mere lines drawn without attention or me- 
thod ; others with the greateſt nicety and ex- 


actneſs. At a few paces diſtance ſome have 
the appearance of being accoutred with croſs- 


belts : others, with white circles round their 


eyes, and ſeveral horizontal lines acroſs the 
forehead ; others, again, have narrow white 
lines acroſs the body, with a broad ſtreak 
down the middle of the back and belly, and a 


ſingle line down the arm, thigh, and leg. Be- 
ing commonly marked with white, their black 


ſkins are ſeen very conſpicuouſly between the 
| G lines, 
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lines; and, at a ſhort diſtance, takes very 
much the appearance of a ſkeleton, and which, 


I ſuppoſe; is what they intend to repreſent. 
The colours they uſe are Gliiefly red and white, 


the firſt of which is a kind of ochre, or red 


earth, which is found here in abundance ; the 
latter is a fine pipe clay; great quantities of 
which are uſed in the potteries eſtabliſhed in 
the colony. The bodies of the men are much 
ſcarified, particularly about the breaſt and 
ſhoulders; and although not very 
yet are conſidered as orHamental. 
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Tur warriors thus armed and painted range 
themſelves in a line, with each a green bough 
in their hand, as a token that they do not 
mean to uſe force, unleſs obliged thereto, in 
their own defence; or in cafe their difference 
cannot be ſettled by an amicable agreement: 
a long parley generally enſues, and conceſſions 
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on both ſides for the moſt part terminate their 
bloodleſs campaign. 

Building themſelves habitations never ſeem 
to have entered their imaginations, or any 
place to ſhelter them from the weather, though 
they have plenty of the moſt inclement ; their 


indolence and want of foreſight in this parti- 


cular would be fatal to them, were it not for 
the liberal hand of nature, who has fo abun- 
dantly ſupplied the ſea ſhores with ſoft crum- 
bly rocks, which, for the moſt part, are ex- 
cavated by the waſhing of the ſea, ſo as to 
form caves of very conſiderable dimenſions ; 
ſometimes fifty or more of them find a com- 
fortable lodging in one of theſe caves. In 


the woods where there are no rocks, they 


ſtrip the bark off ſeveral trees, and cutting 
them into flips, faſten and enterlace them to 
four ſtakes droye in the ground, bending 
broad pieces of the bark qver the top to ſhelve 
off the rain: theſe commonly hold a family ; ; 
and, as the weather. is very cold in the winter 
months, they find it neceſſary to huddle v 
cloſe for the benefit of the warmth to whic 
each individual mutually contributes. a ſbare. 
Theſe huts are only uſed when they are out a 
kangaroo hunting; for in that ſeafon they 
employ themſelves wholly in the woods. 

Moſt of the large trees are hollow, by 
decaying at the heart; and when the opoſſum, 
kangaroo, rat, ſquirrel, and various other 
animals which inhabit the woods, are purſued, 
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they commonly take ſhelter in theſe trees. In 
order, therefore, to make ſure of them, 
wherein they ſeldom fail, when they find them 
in the tree, one man climbs to the top, which 
is performed with wonderful dexterity, in the 
following manner: they cut notches in the 
bark about an inch deep, which is a kind of 
reſt for, the ball of the great toe ; the two firſt 
notches are cut before they begin to climb, 
the reſt as they aſcend, at ſuch diſtances from 
each other, that when both feet are in the 
notches, the right is raiſed 'nearly as high as 
the middle of the left thigh ; when they are 
railing themſelves the hatchet is held in their 
mouths, that they may have the uſe of both 
their hands; and when making the notch the 
body reſts on the ball of the great toe; the 
fingers of the left hand are alſo placed in a 
notch cut on the ſide of the tree, ſhould it be 
too large to admit their claſping it ſufficiently 
with the left arm to keep their body firm and 
cloſe toit. In this manner they afcend, with 
wonderful agility, trees fifteen- or twenty fect 
in circumference, ſometimes ſixty or feventy 
feet before they come to a ſingle branch. 
* Being arrived at the top, or the place he 
judges the moſt convenient, he takes his feat 
with his club or ſtick in his hand, another 
perſon below makes a nre and fills the hollow 
trunk with ſmoke, which obliges the animal 
to attempt its eſcape, either upwards or down- 
wards, but whichever way it takes, it is almoft 
| certain 
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ubs of deſtruction, as they very ſeldom el 
In this manner they employ themſelves, 
= get a liyelihood in the woods. They, ſome- 
times, when many of them are hunting to- 
ether, fer fire to the country for ſeveral miles 
in extent; this is for the purpoſe of diſturbing 
ſuch animals as may be witlun the circle of 
the conflagration : thus the affrighted animals, 
confounded, ſinged, and balf-ſmothered, fall 
an eaſy prey to their perſevering and langui- 
nary adyerſarics. | 
Theſe fires, it is ſuppoſed, are ſometimes 
intended to clear that part of the count 
through which they have occaſion to trave}, 
of the briars and thorns, from which, being 
naked, they ſuffer great inconvenience, The 
fires which are frequently ſcen in the ſummer 


time account alſo for an Fange which 


very much puzzled the firſt ſextlers ; this was, 
that more than two thirds of the trees in the 
woods were very much ſcorched with fire, 
ſome were burnt quite black to the very top; 
the cauſe of this occaſioned great difference of 
opinion, but it is now evident that it was oc- 
caſioned by the fires, which the natives fo fre- 
quently make, -and which often reach the 
nig belt branches of the trees; I at firſt con- 
— ty it to be the effect of lightning, but 


upon  examinjng farther, it appeared too 
general to have been dae. by fuch an ac- 


cident. 
23 Ofpoſſums 


( 66 ) 

Opoſſums are very numerous here: they 
partake a good deal of the kangaroo, in the 
ſtrength of their tail, and make of their forc 
legs, which are very ſhort in proportion to the 
hinder ones; like that animal it is provided 
with a falſe belly for the ſafety of its young in 
time of danger, and its colour very much re- 
ſembles that of the common Engliſh rat; it is 
of the ſize of a ſmall cat, and very inoffenſive. 
There are a variety of other animals of dif- 
ferent ſizes, from the opoſſum down to our 
implacable enemy, the field rat, all of which, 
in ſome ſhape or other, partake of the kan- 
garoo and opoſſum, I have caught ſeveral 
rats with their pouch full of young ones, 
formed exactly in their legs, claws, and tail, 
as the above animals. One would almoſt 
conclude, from the great reſemblance of the 
different quadrupeds found here, that there is 
2 promiſcuous intercourſe between the differ- 
ent ſexes of all thoſe various animals. This 
ſtrange ſimilarity does not attach ſolely to 
quadrupeds, for the finny inhabitants of the 
ſea are in the fame predicament, their variety 
is truly aſtoniſhing ; moſt of them partake in 
fome degree of the ſhark, and it is no uncom- 
mon thing to ſee the head and ſhoulders of a 
tkait to the hind part of a ſhark, or a ſhark's 
head to the body of a large mullet, and what 
is more aftoniſhing, ſometimes to the flat body 
of a ſting ray or holibut. 
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Nature ſeems equally playful in the fea- 
thered tribe : the Parrot is the moſt common. 
I have ſhot ſeveral, with the head, neck, and 
bill of the parrot, and with the ſame beautiful 
lumage on thoſe parts for which that bird 
— is diſtinguiſhed ; a tail and body of a dif- 
ferent make and colour, with long delicate 
feet and legs, which is quite the reverſe of 
the parrot kind. There is alſo a bird with 
the feet and legs of a parrot, whoſe head, 


neck, make, and colour, were like rhe com- 
mon fea gull, with the wings and tail of the 


hawk. Neither is this confined to the animal 
creation; for here are trees bearing three 
different ſorts of leaves; others bearing the 
leaf of the gum tree, with the gum exuding 
from it, and covered with bark of a very dit- 
ferent kind. x 


The country abounds in birds of ib 


leſs ſpecies : thoſe of the parrot kind, ſuch as 


the macaw, cocatoo, lory, green parrot, and 
paroquets of different ſpecies and ſizes, are 
ornamented with the moſt gay and luxuriant 
plamage that can be conceived, The common 
crow is no ſtranger here, but is found in con- 
ſiderable numbers; the ſound of their voice 


and manner of croaking is widely different 


from thoſe in Europe. Hawks are in great 
plenty; pigeons, quails, and a great variety 
of ſmall birds; but I have not ſeen oy with 
an agreeable note, 


There 
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There is allo a very large bird, but it is 
not very common; at firſt they were taken 
for the oftrich, as they did not fly when. pur- 
ſued, but ran ſo exccedingly faſt that a ſtrong 
native dog could not overtake them: I ſhot 


one of them, which meaſured upwards of two 


yards and a half. from its feer to the upper 
of its head. The difference between chis 
bird and the oſtrich i is in its bill, which is 
narrower at the point, and it has three toes, 
which is not the caſe with the oſtrich, as | 
bad an en of ſeeing ſeveral of them 
at the Cape. It poſſeſſes one ſingularity by 
which it cannot pe, of being known, which 
is, that two. diſtin& feathers grow out 
every quill. Its fleſh, though not the oſt 
render grained, is far from unacceptable: 
reſembles, when raw, neck beef; and a de 
bone of this bird makes an excellent dinner 
for halt a dozen men. The crow, I think, re- 
-Jiſhes equally as well here as the barn fowl i in 
England. 1 have ſometimes, when on a 
ſhooting excurſion, fallen in with the black 
ſwan: the, extremity of its wings are white, 
and all the reſt of its plumage a bright 
black; its bill, a pale pink, or crimſon: it 


js of the ſize of the common white ſwan,- 


and is a delicate appendage to the table. 

A prodigious quantity of bats have made 
their appearance during theſe two laſt years; 
the ey are generally fon about :Rgſc-Hill to- 
wards the cloſe of the evening: the head 5 

$ 


this 
the 
fro1 
eat 
hou 
five 
extt 
the 
drin 
1 
ſes 
and 
little 
moſ 
poſſ 
duſt 
offer 
Varic 
ant 1 
they 
whit 
of w. 
It h. 
perſc 
are c 
numl 
ſally 
and 1 
trepi 
a co 
Veno! 
pain 


=” ES e — WW TY /FLL AY CM RNWT# 


Ot 


( 69 ) 
this bat very much reſembles that of the fox; 
the wings of many of them extend four feet 
from tip to tip. I have one of them that will 
eat out of the hand, and is as domeſtic in the 
houſe as a cat. Their ſmell is rank and offen- 
ſive; and numbers having periſhed from the 
extreme heat of the weather, and fallen into 
the water about Roſe-Hill, rendered it un- 
drinkable for ſome days. 

There are as many different ſpecies of in- 
ſects as of birds; the centipedes ſpider ant, 
and ſcorpion ; the generality of theſe vary but 
little from thoſe deſcribed: as inhabitants of 
moſt parts between the tropics: the ant 
poſſeſſes not only the greateſt portion of in- 
duſtry, but alſo of courage; an inſult is never 
offered them with impunity : they are of 
various ſizes, from the common European 
ant to near three quarters of an inch in length, 
they are alſo of different colours, as black, 
white, yellow, and red; the moſt formidable 
of which are the red-eoated gentry : whenever 
it happens that they are diſturbed by any 
perſon or beaſt treading on their neſts, which 
are conſtrued juſt beneath the ſurface, with 
numberleſs ſmall paſſages, or outlets, they 
ſally forth in myriads and attack the ill fated 
and unconſcious offender with aſtoniſhing in- 
trepidity, and even continue their purſuit to 
a conſiderable * diſtance; their bite, if not 
venomous, is attended with the moſt acute 


pain for ſome time: one. ſpecies of them build 
their 
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their neſts againſt a tree, of the ſize of a bee. 

hive ; another kind raifes mounts of carth 

with prodigious induſtry to the height of four 
et. 

The ſpider of this country nearly ap- 

proaches che ant in point of induſtry; the 
ſmalleſt of theſe are larger than any 1 ever 
ſaw in England; they ſpread their web in the 
woods between the trees, generally to the dil- 
tance of ten or a dozen yards, and weave them 
ſo ſtrong that ſmall birds are frequently en- 
tangled therein. The ſilk of which the web 
is compoſed, when wound off in a ball, I think 
is equal to any I cver ſaw in the ſame ſtate 
from the . ; it is of the- ſame colour, 
2 pale yellow, or ſtraw colour; of reptiles, 
there are ſnakes from the ſmalleſt I have ever 
ſeen in England to the length of eleven feet, 
and as thick as a man's leg; alſo lizards of 
various kinds and ſizes. 
A great variety of beautiful plants and 
flowers abound in this country; but being un- 
acquainted with the ſcience of botany I am 
confequently unqualified to deſcant on their 
differeut properties; we find wild ſpinach, 
parſley, and ſorrel, but not in ſufficient quan- 
titics to flatter ourſelyes with the hope of de- 
riving any conſiderable advantage to the co- 
lony thereſrom. 

Excluſive of the plantain, banana, and other 
tropical fruits, here are ſome peculiar I be- 
with to this country; that which they pal 
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the miztabore greatly reſembles dur cherry, 
its taſte is very inſipid, and it varies but little 
from another fruit, ſimilar in its appearance, 
but ſomething ſmaller, and which is alſo found 
in abundance ; there is alſo a third ſort, which 
alſo reſembles the former two; though there 
is ſo great a ſimilarity b&ween theſe fruits it 
is remarkable that-the trees which bear them 
are of very different kinds and appearance,— 
Theſe berries have all the ſame infipidity, and 
are held in no eſtimation by our people; but 
there is another berry, of about the ſize of a 
currant, and grows on a tree the leaves of 
which are much like the broom : the juice of 
this fruit, when ripe is, perhaps, the pureſt. 
acid in the world ; it is extremely pleaſant to 
the taſte, and by the faculty held in great eſti. 
mation as a moſt powerful antifcorbutic—lIr is 
an excellent acquiſition in making tarts, jellies, 
and other delicacies in the * and 
paſtry department, There is anotber ſpecies 
of ber ries, which when ripe, is a clear red, of 
the ſize of a currant, and ſhaped like a heart; 
it has a moſt pleaſant flavour, is a ſtrong 
aſtringent, and if not taken in too great quan- 
tities is not unwholeſome, many of the people 
having eaten of them very freely without any 
pernicious conſequences. 
Here is alſo a nut which acts as a violent 
purgative, and emetic, if eaten unprepared: - 
it muſt be. ſoaked feven or eight days in wa- 
ter, taking care that the water be changed 
þ . every 


( 72 ) 
every day. — When it has been thoroughly 
ſoaked, it is then roaſted in the embers; and 
when done it is not unlike a cheſnut, and very 
palatable, _ 
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The ſmall-pox makes its appearance among the natives 
* — Dreadful ravages of it—A native boy and girl 
found labouring under that diſorder, taken to the Bol. 

pital at Sydney Cove, and cured - Seize a native who 
becomes tolerably civilized : taken with the ſmall-pox 
and dies—Governor Philip gets two more of the na- 
tives into his poſſeſſion Are treated with the greateſt 
kindneſs Their eſcape from the ſettlement ; are ſeen 
by the fiſhing parties The governor defirous of a 
reconciliation, goes among the natives unarmed— The 
interview with Banalong, &c.—One of the natives 
throws a ſpear and dangerauſly wounds the governor. 


A BOUT a twelvemonth before my arrival, 


the ſmall-pox made its appearance, and occa-- 


ſioned a terrible havock among the poor na- 
tives. It was truly ſhocking to find the coves 
of the harbour, which were formerly thronged 
with numeraus families in tempeſtuous wea- 
ther, now ſtrewed with the dead bodies of 
men, women, and children. No veſtige of 
this cruel diſorder being viſible in the coun- 
tenances of any of the natives, it was reaſon- 


able to ſuppoſe they were never before infect- 
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ed with it, and of conrſe ignorant of the me- 
thod of treating this cruel ravager of the hu- 
man ſpecies. The various attitudes in which 
the dead bodies were found, afforded reaſon 
to believe that when any of them were indiſ- 
pofed, and the diforder aſſumed the appear- 
ance of the ſmall-pox, they were immediately 
deſerted by their friends and left ro periſh, 
in their helpleſs firnation, for want of ſuſte- 
nance. - Some have been found firting with 
their heads reclined berween their knees ; 
others were leaning againſt a rock, with their 
head reſting upon it. Two children, a boy 
and a girl, the boy about nine, the girl about 
two years older, were picked up during the 
prevalence of this diſorder, labouring under 
its dreadful effects. Two old men, who were 
ſuppoſed the fathers of the children, were 
picked up about the ſame time, and carried to 
the hoſpital, where they were taken all poſh- 
ble care of; the men ſurvived but a ſhort rime, 
but the children both recovered, and appeared 
perfectly ſatisfied with: their change of ſiving. 

About this time a native, who I ſaw fre- 
quently at the governor's, and who was now 
as perfectly at his eaſe in company as if he 
had been bred in England, being decently 
cloathed, and managing his knife, fork, cup, 
and ſaucer with great dexterity, was entrap- 
ped from his friends. Some officers were ſent 
doyn the harbour with two boats for the 
purpoſe of ſeizing any of the natives they 
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could lay their hands on; the governor having 
found that no encouragement would induce 
them to pay a viſit to the colony of their own 
accord : he therefore determined to get ſome 
of them into his poſſeſſion, and by kind treat- 
ment prevail on them to bring their country- 
men to repoſe more confidence in us—Ara- 
banoo, the name of the native above alluded 
to, was taken in the following manner : 

Being enticed near to the beach, by the 
diſplay of various articles calculated to excite 
his curioſity and deſire, and buſily employed 
in admiring the preſents that were given him, 
one of the ſeamen, ſtationed for the purpoſe, 
threw a rope round his neck, and, in a mo- 
ment dragged him to the boat; his cries 
brought a number of his friends to the ſkirts 
of the wood, from whence they threw feveral 
ſpears but without effect. To pourtray the 
terror and diſmay depicted in the countenance 
of this poor creature, would require the hand 
of an able artiſt : he believed he was to be 
put to inſtant death; but when he was aſſured 
by the officers that his life was ſaſe, and they 
at the ſame time caſting off the rope they had 
bound round his neck, and fixing it to his leg, 
treated him with ſo much kindneſs that he 
gradually became cheerful. On his arrival at 
the governor's houſe he had an iron ſhackle 
put round his leg to prevent the poſſibility of 
an eſcape; this he was taught to conſider as 
a bang ally, a term in their language, uſed 
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for a decoration of any kind; and it was no 
very difficult matter to briug him into the be- 
lief of this, as it was not uncommon to ſee 
ſome of the convicts ironed in the ſame man- 
ner, as a puniſhment for the crimes they had 
committed in the colony, 

Arabanoo, from the kind treatment he ex- 
perienced, was ſoon reconciled to his ſituation, 


and the, iron becoming troubleſome, galling 


his leg, it was taken off, and he was permitted 
to go where he pleaſed. Tbe names of the 
different gentlemen who took notice of him 
were ſoon familiar to him, and he could call 
them with great facility - He was a very good 


tempered fellow, of about thirty years of age, 


well made, and on the whole not an unhand- 
ſome ſigure. 

The intentions of the governor was how- 
ever fruſtrated for a time, poor Aarbanoo, ere 
he could bring about a good underſtanding 
with his countrymen, was attacked with the 
ſmall-pox, which notwithſtanding every poſli- 
ble means were uſed by the faculty for his re- 
covery, he only lived till the criſis of his dif- 
temper. 

Frequent indications of hoſtilities, as well 
as the miſſing of ſeveral of the convicts, who 
were {ſuppoſed to have been murdered by the 
natives, made the governor exceedingly regret 
the fate of poor Arabanoo, who, had he lived, 
might-have prevented much of this hoſtile diſ- 
poſition towards us, as he would ſoon have 
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underſtood enough of our language to have 
communicated whatever we deſired; he could 
have made them underſtand that we wiſhed to 
live with them on the molt friendly footing, 
and ro promote, as much as in our power, 
their comfort and happineſs. 

1he children had recovered from the ſmall. 
pox, and were perfectly happy in their ſitua- 
tion, but were then too young to be of ſer- 
vice in reconciling their countrymen to us; 
they very ſoon underſtood almoſt every thing 
that was ſaid, and could alſo make themſelves 
tolerably well underſtood ; but the governor 
was {till determined, if poſſible, to get a man 
or two into his poſſeſſion, who might be taught 
enough of the language to render them uſeful 
negociators, 

Accordingly ſome officers and a party of 
men were ſent on this expedition, in an armed 
boat; they proceeded to the north fide of rhe 
harbour, where they ſaw two of the natives 
walking on the beach : a plan was ſoon form- 
ed to entice them no converſation ; a few large 
fiſh were held up, and an officer who ſpoke 
ſome words of their tongue, hailed them, 
which had the deſired effect. The men ad- 
vanced, unarmed, with much confidence, and 
readily took the fiſh that was preſented them. 
The boat was lying afloat, and five or fix ſea- 
men on the beach, nearly ſurrounding them; 
when the officer in the boat, obſerving the 
opportunity favourable, made the ſignal to 
| ſecure 
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ſecure them; in an inſtant they were tripped 
up, and tumbled into the boat, ere they had 
time to look around. They called cut to 
their friends the moment they recovered their 
recollection, and a conſiderable number ap- 
peared from the woods, and many ſpears were 
thrown, one of which picrced through the 
gunwale of the boat: the party pulled off in- 
ſtantly, and the people preſenting their fire- 
arms, they halted, not daring to venrure any 
farther attack. The two priſoners were made 
faſt to the thwarts of the boat on being put 
on board; but having got a good diſtance 
from the ſhore, their hands were looſed, and 
they were only ſecured by one leg. When 
they were landed at Sydney Cove, the reſi- 
dence of the governor, many people, prompt- 
ed by curioſity, went to ſce them; among 
whom were Arabaroo; and Nambarre, the two 
children before mentioned : the moment they 
ſaw them their eyes ſparkled with joy; they 
called them by their names; the children were 
alſo known to them; and by their eaſy and 
apparently ſatisfied behaviour tended greatly 
to calm their apprehenſions. 

They difcovered that one of the men they. 
had taken was a chief of the tribe of Cadigal, 
named Coalby ; he was about thirty-five years 
of age: the other, about twenty-five, was 
called Banalong : he was a ſmart, active, good 
looking young man, of a lively, pleaſant dif- 
poſition, His fellow-priſongr appeared a 

H 3 BT 


689 


check upon the volatile temper of Banalong, 
who, in his preſence, was always ſedate and 
grave, and paid great deference to him; but 
no ſooner was Coalby out of fight, than all 
his gravity forſook him, and he was as me 
and good humoured as though he had been 
all his life in the colony. They were treated 
with the utmoſt kindneſs ; but leſt they ſhould 
attempt an. eſcape, they wore each of them 
an iron on one leg, with a pieee of rope ſpliced 
to it, and a man was ordered for each, who 
was to be reſponſible for their ſecurity. 
Wherever they went they were accompanied 
by their leaders, holding one end of the rope. 
'They had been taken near three weeks, 
when they appeared ſo well fatisfied with their 
treatment, that'their keepers began to be un- 
der very little apprehenſions of their attempt- 
ing to get from them; this ſecurity they did 
not fail to avail themſelves of: accordingly 
one evening about duſk, their guards fitting 
within the door of their hut, eating their ſup- 
per ; Banalong being alfo in the hut in like 
manner employed : Coalby feated without the 
door, pretending to be alſo eating his ſupper, 
unſpliced the rope from the ſhackle, leaving 
the other end faſt in the keeper*s hand, who 
had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of what was going 
forward : he was over the. paling of the yard 
in an inſtant. The noiſe he made in leaping 
the paling rouſed thoſe within, but too late; 
the ſugitive gained the wood in ſpite of an 
- immediate 
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immediate purſuit, and joined his friends. 
Banalong was much more cheerful after Coal- 
by's departure, which confirmed the conjec- 
ture, and the children's report, that he was a 
chief, and conſequently Banalong ſtood in 
great awe of him. 

This man had ſeveral names; but the one 
he uſually went by was Banalong: he is a 
ſtout well made man, about five feet ſix inches 
high ; he is dark black, large featured, and 
has a flat noſe ; his hair is the ſame as the 
Africans, but very coarſe and ſtrong ; he is 
very good humoured, of a lively and pleafant 
diſpoſition, and ſeldom angry at any jokes 
that are paſſed on him: he readily imitates 
the actions and geſtures of every perſon in the 
governor's family, and generally fits at table 
with the governor, whom he calls Beanga, 
or father, and he, in return calls him Doorozw, 
or ſon : he is under no reſtraint, nor does he 
appear aukward in eating; and confidering 
the ſavage ſtate from which he has ſo recently 
emerged, he may be deemed a polite man, as 
he performs the ceremonies of bowing, drink- 
ing healths, returning thanks, &c. with the 
moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs. He is very fond 
of wine, but cannot bear the ſmell of ſpirits, 
although they have often tried te deceive him, 
by mixing very weak rum or brandy and 
water, and giving it him for wine and water, 
but he inſtantly diſcovers the deception, and 
is very angry on theſe occaſians : he generally 
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accompanies the governor in his walks, who, 
to infpire him with confidence, always takes 
off his ſmall ſword, and puts if on him, and 
he is much pleaſed at this mark of diſtinction. 
His dreſs is a jacket, made of coarſe red 
kerſey, and a pair of trowſers ; but on Sun. 
days he is dreſſed in nankeen. The gover- 
nor's reaſon for making him wear the thick 
kerſey is that he may be ſo ſenſible of cold as 
not to be able to go without cloaths. He 
ſings when aſked, but in general his ſongs are 
of the mournful” ſtrain ; he keeps time by 
throwing his arms backward and forward. 
Whenever deſired to dance, he does it with 
the utmolt readineſs ; his geſtures at firſt are 
very ſlow, and regulated by a low diſmal tune, 
which quickens as the dance advances, till 
at length he throws himſelf into the moſt vio- 
Tent attitudes, ſhaking his arms, and ſtriking 
the ground, with great force, which gives him 
the appearance of a madman, It is very pro- 
bable that this part of the dance is uſed as a 
kind of defiance, as all the natives which were 
ſeen when the [governor firſt landed at Port 
Jackſon, always accompanied this ſort of dance 
to their vociferations of % Woroo, Moroo“ 
“Go away, Go away.” 

The kind treatment, and air of ſatisfaction 
which Banalong manifeſted for the ſpace of a 
year after Coalby's flight, determined the 
governor to truſt him with his liberty. Ac- 
cordingly the ſhackle was taken from his leg, 

nor 
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nor. did he in the leaſt ſeem diſpoſed to leave 
the governor's houſe, or deſert his new 
friends: he continued this behaviour with 
great ſucceſs for ſeveral days, ſo that no perſon 
had the leaſt ſuſpicion of his leaving the co- 
tony ; he, however, one evening, juſt as it 
was dark, ſtripped himſelf, and leaving the 
cloaths that had been given him behind, bear 
his march into the woods. 

Both he and Coalby were frequently ſeen 
by the boats employed in fiſhing, and would 
even converſe with the people, who earneſtly 
invited them to return to Sydney; but no en- 
treaties could prevail on them to accept the 
invitation, 

The governor having received information 
that they were ſeen in a cove at the entrance 
of the harbour, he- went thither, attended 
by ſeveral of the officers, but they were all 
unarmed, which ill judged piece of confidence 
had like to have proved fatal to the governor. 
The particulars of this expedition were related 
to me nearly as follows : 

The governor, with ſome of the gentlemen 
of the colony, went down to the mouth of the 
harbour, in order io pitch on a ſpot proper 
to erect a landmark, to enable ſtrangers the 
more readily to aſcertain the harbour's mouth 
when at ſea; on their return they were met 
by a boat, which had juſt landed a party of 
officers, who intended to take a ſurvey of the 


ſhore as far as Broken bay: the cockſwain _ 
the 
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the boat informed the governor, that one of 
the party (Mr. White, the ſurgeon) had feen 
Coalby and Banalong, and had had ſome con- 
verſation with them; that they enquired after 
every perſon they had any knowledge of in 
the colony, and particularly the governor, 
and that they ſaid they would go up to Sydney 
if he would come for them. fed 

-In conſequence of this information, his ex- 
cellency returned to the Cove, got ſome few 
preſents for them, which he ſuppoſed would 
be acceptable; he alſo ordered four muſquets 
into the boat, and immediately repaired to the 
ſpot where theſe men had been ſeen. When 
they arrived at the place, they found a num- 


ber of the natives fitting round a fire, and near 
them lay the remains of a dead whale, which 
had been thrown aſhore in a hard gale, and 


on which they had been heartily fcafting. As 


ſoon as they were within hail, the governor 


ſtood up in the boat, and called for Banalong, 
and in their language aſked where he was. 
Banalong inſtantly anſwered, ** Here I am.“ 
His excellency then faid, © I am the gover- 
nor, your father ;** which title he always gave 
the governor when he was at Sydney. After 
deſiring two gentlemen to remain in the boat, 
and to have the muſquets ready, upon ex- 
amining which, two were found unprovided 
with flints, his excellency landed, and walked 
towards them with his arms extended, to ſhew 
them he was unarmed, and that they might 
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be under no apprehenſions for their ſafety : 


they appeared very backward in coming to a 


nearer conference ; however he continued ap- 
proaching them till he entered the wood); one 
of them, poſſeſſed of more aſſurance than his 
comrades, after frequently repeating the 
words Governor, father,” ventured to 


ſhake hands in a friendly manner. His ex- 


cellency then returned to the boat, and order- 
ed one of the people to bring ſome wine, beef, 
bread, and a jacket or two which had been 
brought on purpoſe, and returned to them 
with theſe preſents. On his ſhewing a bottle, 
one of them called out, Wine! wine!“ two 
of them immediately advanced, took the 
things, and drank a little of the wine; the 
governor alſo gave them two or three knives ; 
he then returned to the boar, and told the 
gentlemen that remained in her that he had 
not ſeen either Coalby or Banalong, and that 
his mind was not altogether ſatisfied with re- 
gard to their pacific intentions; at the ſame 
time defiring them to ſtay by the boat, and 


give a good look, and be ready in 'caſe of 


alarm. He then went towards them, accom- 
panied by captain Collins. The officer in the 
boat frequently heard one of the natives call 
to Banalong, and acquaint him with the ob- 
ſervations he made upon thoſe who were in 
the boat, which was kept afloat upon her 
oars ; preſently after one of the people came 
down from the governor, and acquainted Mr. 

Water- 
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( 34 ) 
Nie, the officer left in the boat, that 
both Coalby.and Banalong were among them, 
had aſked for him, and that governor Philip 
deſired he would join them. He immediately 
accompanied the meſſenger to the governor, 
whom be found, with captain Collins, in cloſe 
converſation with two of the natives, who 
were unarmed: Mr. Waterhouſe went up, 
but did not recognize Banalong till he was 
pointed out to him, ſo much was he altered; 
nor could he then perſuade himſelf that it was 
the ſame. On the queſtion being repeatedly 
aſked, where was Banalong, he grew rather 
impatient, and was going off: however a 
bottle being ſhewu him, and being aſked the 
name of it, he readily anſwered, The king „ 
having obſerved, when at che governor's 
houſe, his majeſty? $ health drank. in the firſt 
glaſs after dinner, and had been taught to re- 
peat the word before he drank his own glaſs, 
he imagined the liquor was called the king ; ; 
and when he afterwards came to know it was 
wine, yet he would frequently call it king, 
This convinced the gentlemen that it was no 
other than their old acquaintance Banalong ; 
and every method was tried to induce him to 
go down to the boat; but he always retired 
when any one approached nearer than he 
wilbed, fo that they gradually got out of fight 
of the boat, when about a dozen of the natives 
placing themſelves in a ſituation to prevent 
any Prize, Banalong and Coalby eame 
I among 
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among che gentlemen, and aſked various 
queſtions relative to different tranſactions 


which had occured at the ſettlement during 


their reſidence there. Banalong took Mr. 
Waterhouſe round the neck, Coalby ſhook 
them all by the hand; a jacket being preſent- 


ed to him he was puzzled how to put it on, 


and begged one of the gentlemen to do it for 
him: Banalong had a very fine ſpear in his 
hand, which the governor aſked him for, but 
he would not part with it. During all this 
time the moſt perſect harmony and friendſhip 


ſeemed to ſubſiſt among the whole party; but 


the governor, perceiving upwards of twenty 
of them cloſing round his party, propoſed re- 


turning to the boat, telling Banalong that he 
would ſhortly return, and bring him and 


Coalby a couple of hatchets, which pleaſed 
them extremely. The governor then went 
down to the beach, 'and the officers left in 
the boat came on ſhore ; the boats crew with 


the arms remained in the boat; as the natives, 


by continuing their poſition, indicated ſome 
remaining ſymptoms of diſtruſt, his excellency 
was afraid of alarming them. Banalong was 


very cheerful, and appeared tranſported at 


the ſight of ſo many of his dear friends, as he 
termed them; inceſſantly ſhaking hands all 
round. He pointed out a ſmall fire near them, 
and ſaid he would ſleep there till their return. 


They were very merry on their eſcape, 


and told them how Coalby got rid of the 
l Me I ſhackle 
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ſhackle by which he had been ſecured when 
at the ſettlement, and that if they had meant 
to keep them, they ſhould never © Nangora,” 
—Fall aſleep. 

| The governor and his party now began to 
move towards the boat, when a ſtout native, 
who had been ſeen ſtanding at a diſtance, ap- 
proached ; at firſt he ſhewed ſtrong indications 
of fear, which ſoon ſubſided on his being 
treated in the ſame familiar friendly manner 


as Coalby and Banalong, and he became tole- - 


rably converſable. He ſhewed a wound which 
he had received in the back with a ſpear ; this 
alſo put Banalong upon ſhewing that he had 
alſo been wounded in different parts of the 
body ſince he quitted the ſettlement ; one was 
through the left arm, made with a ſpear ; 
another dangerous one over the left eye, not 
healed : theſe wounds, he ſaid, were received 
in a rencounter with à neighbouring tribe near 
Botany Bay. 

The party till proceeding towards the 
beach, were detained by Banalong, who con- 
tinued teazing them about the hatchets that 
were to be ſent him; and he pointed out the 
ſtout native, who had retired about thirty 
yards diſtance, whom he appeared anxious 
ſhould be noticed : the governor advanced to- 
wards him, and upon the ſavage indicating 
that he would not be approached, he. ſaid 
down his ſword, ſtill going forward with ex- 
tended arms, to aſſure him he was unarmed. 
4 Mo 
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As 'the goveanor drew near the native 
ſcized a ſpear that lay concealed in the graſs, 
fixed it in his throwing ſtick, and for ſome 
moments appeared to ſtand on his defence. 
There being not the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
would throw it without provocation, his ex- 
cellency continued to advance, calling out 
„ Weree, Weree,” a term uſed by them when 
they wiſh a thing not to be done which diſ- 
pleaſes them: notwithſtanding which. the na- 
tive diſcharged the ſpear with ſurpriſing velo- 
city, and immediately ran off. In their retreat 
to the woods many ſpears were thrown, but 
the only one which took effect was unfortu- 
nately the firſt, which ſtruck our much loved 
governor : it entered his right ſhoulder juſt 
above the collar bone, and came out behind, 
about three inches lower under the blade 

bone. | * 5 * 
The gentlemen near the governor conclu- 
ded he was mortally wounded, and feared, 
from the number of armed men that began to 
ſhew themſelves from the woods, that it would 
be impracticable for them to reach the boat. 
The governor, holding up the ſpear, which 
trailed on the ground, endeavoured to make 
his way to the beach, but its great length fre- 
quently ſtopped him; in this ſituation he de- 
| fired ſome one to endeavour if poſſible to draw 
the ſpear out of his body, but it being barb- 
ed, it was found impracticable; they then 
with great difficulty broke it, and diſembar- 
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raſſed him from the greater part; he then 
drew a piſtol from his pocket, and diſcharged 
it at them, who, from the apprehenſion of 
there being more fire-arms among the party, 
kept a reſpectful diſtance ; and the governor, 
carried between- two of the people, reached 
the boat without any farther moleſtation. 
Immediately after their arrival at Sydney, 
the ſurgeon was ſent for, Mr. Balmain, the 
firſt who arrived. at the governor's houſe, 
after examining” the wound, relieved every 
body from the moſt painful ſuſpenſe, by aſ- 
ſuring them, that alarming as the ſituation 
of the governor might appear, he did not 
apprehend any fatal conſequences from it: 
he extracted the point of the ſpear, dreſſed 
the wound, and, to the admiration of every 
bay in ſix weeks he was enabled to go 
about. | go: 
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CHAP. AE 


A ſhooting party fall in with ſome of the natives, who 
give * of the man who ſpeared the gover- 
nor—Araboo wants to be married—Governor Philip 
has an interview with Banalong, and makes him ſome 
preſents, Barangaroo his wife introduced—A. ſecond 
interview ; Banalong prevailed on to viſit the ſettle- 
weat—OCurious behaviour of his wife on the occaſion, 
repeats his viſt with ſeveral of the natives—Friendly 
intercourſe with the natives, eſtabliſhed—Banalong's 
extraordinary behaviour to a native girl. 


* 
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GovrRNOR Philip ſtill deſirous of being 
reconciled with the natives, did not harbour 
any reſentment towards them ofi account of 
the late tranſaction, which he conſtrued to 
have proceeded from a ſudden impulſe of 
fear. rather than treachery, and had given 
the neceſſary directions that none of them 
ſhould he fired at, or any ways moleſted, 
unleſs they provoked it by the throwing of 
ſpears or other hoſtilities. 

Nanbarre, the boy, who had now become 
a tolerable interpreter, attending ſpme of the 
officers, who were on a ſhooting excurſion, 
near the ſpot where the accident to the go- 
vernor had happened, a number of natives 
appeared on an eminence at a ſhort diſtance ; 
being aſked who it was that thre# the ſpear 
at the governor, they named a man of the 
tribe who dwelt to the northward ; that his 
name was Carrigal. Nanbarre was alſo de- 
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fired to enquire ,after Banalong and Coalby, 
when they pointed to ſome people at a diſ- 
tance—One of whom threw a ſpear at an 
officer who aſked for it; but evidently with 
no miſchievous deſign, as he took care it fell 
where nobody was ſtanding. - 

The girl Araboo was in the boat, and 
pointing to one of the natives ſaid it was her 
father, and was very deſirous of going with 
them; ſhe had arrived at an age when her 
inclination began to tend toward the other 
ſex, and with great naivetE and innocence 


told the officers that ſhe wanted to be mar- 


ried—As ſhe had no opportunity of a con- 
nection of that kind in the clergyman's houſe 
where ſhe dwelt, and it would be a difficult 
matter to keep her againſt her will, it was 
judged moſt prudent to -permit her to go 


where ſhe pleaſed, and ſhe was told that as 


foon as fome new clothes could be made for 
her, ſhe ſhould take them with her, with 
which aſſurances ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied to 
ftay fome time longer; during which great 
Pains were taken to inſtruct her in Engliſh, 
that ſhe might be enabled to explain our in- 


tentions towards her countrymen. 


The governor being, ſufficiently recovered 
to venture in a boat, went to the phce where 
Banalong *nd his wife lived—he found ſeve- 
ral natives on the ſpot, who told him that 
they were out a fiſhing. Araboo was in the 


boat, and her father being among them, a 
hatchet 
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hatchet and ſome fiſh were given him, and' 


he gave the governor a ſhort ſpear in return 
as the boat was puſhing from the ſhore rhey 


ceived four canoes paddling towards them, 


in the foremoſt they perceived Banalong ; 
the boat lay to on her oars, and they land- 
ed from the canoes ; as ſoon as Banalon 


had ſecured his, he approached the boar, 


holding up his hands to ſhew he was unarmed. 
Upon which the party landed from the 
boat, and he very readily joined them ; he 
aſked the governor where 2 Was wounded, 
and ſaid that he had quarrelled with and beat 
the man who had wounded him—being told 
that he would be killed it he was caught, 
he ſeemed no ways "concerned, but defired 
it might be done —ſeveral preſents were made 
him, and he wanted ſome alſo for his wife; 
but being told that if ſhe wanted them ſhe 


muſt come and fetch them herſelf—in about 


half an hour ſhe made her appearance; ſhe 
was called Barangaroo and appeared older 
than him; a petticoat and ſeveral little pre- 
ſents were given to the Jady, and a red jacket 
with a ſilver epaulet, which Banalong uſed to 
wear when at the ſettlement, was given him, 
which delighted him exceedingly ; he was 
aſked if he would come and dine with the 
governor the next day, to which he readily 
aflented, and ſaid that he would bring his 
wite and ſome friends with him, 
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Natwithiſtabdidg Banalong did not viſit the 
governor according ro his promiſe, he fre- 
quently joined the different parties he fell in 
with, although rhey were well armed, and 
would without the leaſt fear go to the long 
boat, though he always ſaw muſquets in her : 
his wife was generally with him in the canoe, 
and he intimated that he ſtill intended. pay- 
ing the governor a viſit, but his ſaſpicion of 
being detained apparently had not been en- 
tirely done away; however the governor did 
not chooſe to take him a ſecond time by 


force; as he ſtill entertained hopes that he 


would be ſoon reconciled to paſs ſome of his 
time at Sydney, when he could be aſſured 
of being his own maſter, and go and come 
when he pleaſed. 

At length his exccllency's wiſhes were ac- 
compliſhed ; as he was going to Paramatra, 
a native was ſeen ſtanding on one of the 
points of land, and as tbey rowed paſt him 
he was aſked where Banalong was, when he 
pointed to an ifland called Memill, to which 
they rowed; as they drew near the rocks 
he came down to the boat accompanied by 
his wife, without the leaſt figns of fear or 
diſtruſt, They preedily took ſome bread that 
was given them, and the boat ſoon after puſh- 
ed off and left them: f »m the confidence 
now evinced by this mea, there was little 
doubt but he would ſhortly truſt himſelf at 
Sydney. Accordingly a few days after, + 
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the governor was paſſing in his boat, Bana- 
long called to him repeatedly from the oppo- 
ſte ſhore where he was with ſome of the of- 
ficers ; and the ſurgeon, in whom he placed 
great confidence, perſuaded him to go over 
io the governor ; he took three natives with 
him, who were exceedingly pleaſed with the 
preſents made them. It ſeems that Banalong's 
wife oppoſed his coming, and finding her 
tears and entreaties of no avail, flew into a 
violent paſhon, and broke a very fine fiſh-gig 
of her huſband's for which ſhe would have 
received a hearty drubbing had it not been 
for the interference of the ſurgeon, who 
Ne them back to their reſidence on the North 
ore. ; 
Banalong appeared quite at his caſe and 
not under the leaſt apprehenſion of being de- 
tained ;. he promiſed when he went za 12 


bring his wite over, which he did two days 
afterward, accompanied by her ſiſter and two 
other natives; they were followed by a third 
—Blankets and cloathing were given them 
and as much fiſh as they could eat. Bana-. 
long dined with the governor, and drank 
his wine and coffee as formerly—his excel- 
lency bought a ſpear of ane of them, and. 
rave them to underſtand, that ſpears, lines, 
birds, or any thing they brought ſhould al- 
ways be purchaſed ; and at the ſame time 
promiſed him a ſhield, for which he was to 
bring a ſpear in return The next day N 

* 


( 94 ) 

party came over for the ſhield, but it was not 
finiſhed; two of theſe men were owned by 
Araboo, as her brothers, and for whom ſhe 
procured two Hatchets, the moſt defirable 
preſent that can be given them—Banailong 
came the next day for his preſent; ſeveral of 
his comrades who accompanied him went 
away in a ſhort time, but he ſtaid to dinner, 
and left Sydney Cove, highly delighted with 
his ſhield, which being made of a good ſub- 
ſtantial hide and covered with tin, was likely 
to reliſt the ſtroke of a ſpear. It being late 
in the afternoon before he thought of return- 
ing, his wife and filter, with two men came 
over in their canoes to fetch him. 

The girl who had been, near eighteen 
months in the colony with the clergyman's 
wife, was ſo impatient to get away that at laſt 
it was conſented to; and the very next day 
after ſhe had left the ſettlement ſhe was ſeen 
in the canoe naked, however ſhe put on her 
petticoat before ſhe joined the clergyman and 
ſome others who went to viſit her: the ap- 
peared much pleaſed with her liberty, and the 
boy Nanbara, who was of the party, wiſhed 
to ſtay with the natives all night; he was ac- 
cordingly left behind, but the next morning 
returned to the ſettlement, and having fared 
but indiſſerenily did not ſeem inclined to re- 
peat his viſit. 

The natives now viſited the colony daily ; 


one morning Banalong came very carly and 
| break- 
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breakfaſted with the governor, and on taking 
his leave told him he was going a great way 
off, but ſhould return in three days with two 
young men who were with him; and it was 
conjectured that they were going to fight with 
ſome other tribe. 

When Banalong returned from his ex- 
pedition, he immediately waited on the gover- 
nor, with whom he dined according to cuſ- 
tom: after dinner he related the cauſe of his 
abſence; that he had been to fight a man who 
had formerly wounded him ; he faid his ſhield 
was a good one, and that his ſpear had pierced 
the ſhield and arm of his antagoniſt ; he alſo 
ſaid that the people he had been to fight with 
had killed one of the convicts, who had been 
ſome time miſſing. | 

Governor Philip conjectured that the 
women were not treated with the greateſt de- 
ference, in which conjecture he was certainly 
not much miſtaken for Banalong frequently 


beat his wife with great ſeverity, although he 


profeſſed great affection for her. He was often 
told that it was wrong and unmanly to beat a 
woman; bur he only laughed at theſe remon- 
ſtrances, and. continued daily to viſit the ſet- 
tlement, with his wife, children, and half a 
dozen of his friends : Coalby was generally 


one of the party. 


Banalong, with his wife and children, now 
lived in a hut which the governor had built for 
them on the eaſtern point of the cove ; they 


- conſtantly 
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conſtantly had a number of viſitors many of 
whom came daily to the ſettlement ; and all 
of them becoming very fond of bread, which 
they got in exchange for any trifling articles 
they brought, they ſoon found the advantage 
of coming amongſt the ſettlers. 

It had hitherto been the opinion that the 
cuſtom of loſing the front teeth was confined 
to the men; but a woman was alſo ſeen with 
the ſame mark, and two of them had the bot- 
tom of the griſtle which parts the noſtrils per- 

forated; one of them was Barangaroo, the 
wife of Banalong, who never conſidered her- 
ſelf dreſſed but when her noſe was dilated with 
a ſmall ſtick, thruſt through the ſeptum or 
griſtle of the noſtrils. She is very ſtrait and 
well formed, her features well proportioned 
and pleaſing, and, though ſhe goes entirely 
naked, there is ſuch an air of innocence about 
her that cloathing ſcarce ſeems neceſſary. 

Araboo, the native pitl, returned to the 
colony, after a few weeks abſence, with ſome 
officers who had been down the harbour, and 
ſeemed perfectly happy in the opportunity of 
getting from the party ſhe had been with. She 
{aid that ſhe had lived three days with the 
young man ſhe wiſhed ro marry, but that he 
had another wife, who was jealous of her, 
and had beat her; indeed evident marks of il] 
uſage appeared about her head, which was ſo 
much hurt that ſhe was put under the ſur- 
geon's hands. Her favourite, it ſeems, had 
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taken her part, and beat his wife in return; 
but matrimonial ſquabbles, which are always 
ſettled by the exerciſe of the cudgel, are very 
frequent, and the women in general treated 
very roughly. : 
Sixteen of the natives paid a viſit to the 
governor one morning, and were regaled with 
fiſh for breakfaſt, ro which they ſat down in 
the yard in the utmoſt good humour: thoſe 
who. had not been there before were highly 
delighted with the novelties that ſurrounded 
them. Banalong, who had been abſent for 
ſome days, was of this party, and brought 
his wife with him ; ſhe appeared very ill, and 
had a freſh wound on her head, which he 
gave the governor to underſtand was becauſe 
ſhe had behaved ill, and in her ill humour had 
broken a fiſh-gig and a throwing ſtick. The 
governor again reaſoned with him oa the ſub- 
je& of beating his wife, but to no effect; he 
ſaid ſhe was wicked, and therefgre he had 
beaten her. When they had finiſhed their 
breakfaſts, his wife and another woman, a 
ſtranger, who had alſo been wounded by ſome 
of the men, went to the ſurgeon to have their 


heads dreſſed; when they returned, os I 


miſſing the governor, enquired for him, an 
ſaid that.he wanted to ſee him; upon which 
he was taken to his excellency, who was writ- 
ing. Banalong ſeated himſelf, and appeared very 
much out of humour, frequently ſaying that 
he was going to beat a woman with a hatchet, 
Wo K which 


( 98 ) 


which he held in his hand; it was impoſſible 
to divert him from his purpoſe, and, after 
ſome converſation, he was going to take his 
leave, excuſing himſelf from dining with his 
excellency, as he was going to beat the 
woman ; upon which the governor inſiſted on 
accompanying him; he made no objection to 
the propoſal, though he was told that he 
would not be permitted to beat the woman. 
They ſet off for the hut, the governor order- 
ing a ſerjeant and a couple of marines to attend 
him, and the judge advocate coming in at the 
time, went with them. 
Though Banalong had ſaid he would kill 
the woman when they were endeavouring to 
perſuade him not to beat her, it was not ſup- 


poſed that he harboured any ſuch intention, 


nor was. it thought there would. be much 
trouble to prevent his beating her ; but leſt 
he ſhould in his paſſion ſtrike. her with the 
hatchet, which might be fatal to her, it was 
raken from him before they got to the hut, 
and, as he appeared reluctantly to part with 
it, the governor gave him his cane; but his 
menaces and countenance made them believe 
even that too dangerous a weapon to truſt 
hin with, and. it was accordingly taken from 
him. 

When they came to the hut they found 
ſeveral men, women, and children aſſembled; 
and notwithſtanding governor Philip endea- 

voured to ſingle out the object of Banalong's 
| diſpleaſure, 
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diſpleaſure, whom he was determined on pro- 
tecting, the furious ſavage ſeized a wooden 
ſword, and darted on his victim, a fine girl of 
about fifteen, who, on ſeeing him coming 
had hid her face in the graſs ; he ſtruck her 
ſeveral blows on the head before the weapon 
could be wreſted from him; he'then ſeized a 
hatcher, but was prevented doing any farther 
miſchief. 

The fury which took poſſeſſion of him when 
he found himſclf prevented from beating the 
girl 1s indeſcribeable; the poor creature lay 


trembling in the graſs, not daring to ſtir, and 


in momentary expectation of being put to 
death: he had got another ſword, and was 
preparing to repeat his violence, but was laid 


hold of by the judge-advocate and the ſer- 


jeant. The fracas being obſerved by the of- 
ficers on board the Supply, they inſtantly 
went on ſhore armed, and took the poor girl, 
without any oppoſition from the natives, who 
had all armed themſelves the moment they ſaw 
the governor and his party interfere. 

When the boat had taken the girl on board 
the Supply, the party returned to the gover- 


nor's houſe, where they were joined by ſeve- 


ral of the natives; Banalong was of the num- 
ber: after ſome time his paſſion ſubſided, and 
he grew calm. He was then given to under- 
ſtand that the governor was very, angry with 
him for endeavouring to kill a woman ; thar 


it was a cowardly and unmanly action, and 
E 2 ſnould 
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ſhould it be known that he did kill her, or 
even beat her any more, he ſhould be put to 
death himſelf ; but threats had no greater 
eftet on him than, entreaties, and he com- 
plained bitterly of the injury done him by de- 
priving him of his victim; ſaying, that ſhe 
was his, that her father had wounded him 
over the eye, that ſhe was of a wicked tribe, 
and that they ſhould fee he would kill her. 
When he was talked to by the judge advocate, 
and toid that if he killed the girl the governor 
would kill him, he pointed with his fore- 
finger to the parts of the head, breaſt, and 
arms, where he ſaid he would wound her be- 
fore he cut her head off; in this reſolution 
he returned home, and the girl was brought 
from the Supply to the governor's, accom- 
panied by a young man whom Banalong had 
deſired to remain with her. The attention 
paid her by this young native made every body 
conclude he was her huſband, though he had 
not been ſeen to murmur or expreſs any ſigns 
of diſſatisfaction when her life was in danger. 
Two days after Banalong returned to Syd- 
' ney, apparently in great good humour; he 
ſaid he would not beat the girl any more, but 
that he had been obliged again to chaſtiſe his 
wife, and had wounded her on the head, and that 
he had received a wound on the ſhoulder from 
a club in return. On being told to go to the 
hoſpital to have it dreſſed, as well as his wife's 
head, he refuſed, ſaying, that the — 
wou 


( 
would kill him, and that he was afraid of 
ſleeping in his hut, leſt he ſhould ſhoot him in 
the night: though, to ſhow he was not afraid 
of meeting him openly, he went once, or twice 
into the room where he had left his ſpear, 
brought it, and ſhook it by way of defiance. 
Governor Philip aſſured him that no harm 
was intended him, unleſs he killed the girl, or 
threw ſpears at the Engliſh. As ſoon as he 
was fatisfied that the Tomo was ſtill his 
friend, he agreed to go to him for a plaſter 
for his ſhoulder ; but his excellency, deſirous 
of being preſent at their meeting, ſent for Mr. 
White; Banalong received him as uſual, 
giving him part of what he was eating, and 
went with him to the hoſpital ; after which he 
went to his houſe, and the girl being there 
againſt whom he had lately been ſo incenſed, 
he took her by the hand, and ſpoke to her in 
a friendly manner. Barangaroo, who was 
preſent, was ſo exaſperated at her huſband's 
attention to the girl, that it was with great 
difficulty ſhe could be prevented from doing 
her a miſchief with a club ſhe had ſnatched 
from one of the by- ſtanders; nor did Bana- 


long ſeem diſpoſed to prevent her, till defred ' 


by Mr. White, when he gave her a ſound lap. 
on the face : ſhe not being able to vent her 
paſhon on the girl, burſt into tears, and went 
to the governor's; the girl was taken there 
for greater ſecurity, and was followed by ſeve- 
ral men. 

K 3 Governor 
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Governor Philip ordered her to be put in 
a room occupied by one of his maid ſervants, 
at which Banalong ſeemed greatly pleaſed, 
and begged him to let the ſame young man 
ſtay with her ; in the mean time his wife grew 
quite outrageous, and uſed many threats ; ſhe 
had got her huſband's ſpears, which ſhe would 
not part with, till forced from her by one of 
the ſoldiers, from whom Banalong wanted to 
take them, faying he would give them to the 
governor himſelf ; upon which they were de- 
livered to him, and he immediately gave them 
as he promiſed, begging that they might be 
lodged in the houſe : this ſhewed he placed 
ſome confidence in governor Philip, notwith- 
ſtanding he was very violent againſt thoſe who 
prevented him entering the houſe, and threat- 
ened to knock them down with his club, 
though a file of ſoldiers was drawn up in the 
yard, and he knew that they had orders to 
fire on the leaſt violence being offered. One 
of the natives, who was generally his compa- 
nion, feemed ready to ſupport him in any at- 
tempt he might be diſpoſed to make. They 
were all turned out of the yard except Bana- 
Jong —Barangaroo was alſo turned out with 
the reſt but he ſtaid dinner, and behaved 
with as much indifference as if nothing had 
happened. In the evening, when they were 
going, an unexpected ſcene took place; the 
native who had remained with the girl would 
ſtay no longer, and the girl forced her way 
out 


| 
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out of the rooin to go with Banalong ; ſhe was 
brought back, and told ſhe would be beat if 
ſhe went with him; but he ſaid he would beat 
her no more, and begged. ſhe might be per- 
mitted to accompany him : that Barangaroo 
would be reconciled to her, as her paſſion was 
over, and the was now very good. 

The governor was fully perſuaded that Ba- 
nalong would keep his word, but the general 
opinion was againſt him, and that the girl 
would be ſacrificed ; but the next morning he 
returned to dinner, and ſaid he had ſent her to 
her friends, which was afterwards confirmed. 
How he got this girl into his poſſeſſion could 
never be learnt ; ſhe appeared about fifteen, 
and when ſhe went away her wounds were in 
a fair way of doing well ; fortunately for her 
the weapon Banalong firſt caught hold of was 
a boy's wooden ſword, and made of very light 
wood ; but they pay little attention to wounds, 
and even thoſe which have been deemed dan- 
gerous by the ſurgeons, do not ſeem to require 
the common attention of cloſing and keeping 
them clean; which ſhows that they muſt be 
of an excellent habit of body. 
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CHA P. XII. 


The governor goes to Paramatta, is accompanied by 
Banalong—Stop by the way to take up his wife, who 
refuſes to go, and prevails on her huſband to quit 
the boat—Fall in with a party lamenting the death 

of a brother killed by the Camaragals—The natives 
very alert in ſaving a boat that had been taken away 
by ſome convict deſerters, and caſt on the rocks in 
bad weather—Banalong again prevented from ac- 
companying the governor by his wife—His excel. 
lency's gamekeeper mortally wounded by the na- 
tives A ſtrong party ſent out to puniſh the offen- 

- ders—Banalong plunders ſome of the f6iſhing-boats 
His behaviour on being accuſed of che theſt. 


SHORTLY after, the governor having occa- 
ſion to viſt Paramatta, Banalong faid he would 
accompany him; accordingly they ſet out, and 
ſtopped at the point, in order to take his wife 
into the boat, but ſhe refuſed, and alfo per- 
ſuaded him to change his mind. On his ex- 
cellency's return to Sydney, he was told that 
this party had been lamenting the loſs of a bro- 
ther, who had been killed by one of the Ca- 
maragals; the women cried violently, but 
their grief was of no long duration; and Ba- 
nalong went away with the officers, who, 
hearing the cries of women, had gone to the 
hut to learn the cavſe. As they proceeded 


down the harbour, looking after a ſmall boat 
that had been loſt with five convicts, he beg- 
ged them to land him on the north ſhore, in 

order, 
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order, it was ſuppoſed, to colle& his friends, 
to go and revenge his brother's death. They 
found the wreck of the boat, and one of the 
bodies: and being ſeen under fail when i it blew 
a gale of wind, it was ſuppoſed that the peo- 
ple were ignorant of the management of her, 
and ſhe had been driven aſhore among the 
rocks. The natives were very alert in ſaving 
the oars and other articles that were driven 
aſhore, and Coalby exerted himſelf greatly on 
the occaſion, and ſaved the ſeine which was 
entangled among the rocks, for which he was 
rewarded with ſome clothes, and a couple of 
blankets; the reſt of them had alſo ſome ſmall 
preſents ; but let you clothe theſe people ever 
ſo well, they generally return naked the next 
day ; for of all the things that had been given 
to Banalong, very little remained in hjs poſ- 
ſeſſion; he had, he ſaid, ſent his ſhield, and 
moſt of his clothes, a long way off ; but whe- 
ther he had given them away, ſold, or loſt 
them, was equally uncertain. 

The governor had built a ſmall houſe at Pa- 


ramatta, (the one I now occupy) and was go- 


ing to remain there ſome time, when ſeveral 
of the natives were deſirous of accompanying 
him, among whom were Banalong and Coalby. 
His excellency took three of them in his boat ; 
but Banalong going to fetch his cloak, was 
detained by his wife; but as they were going 
out of the cove he appeared on the rocks, and 
got into the boar, in ſpite of her threats and 

entreaties. 


( 106 ) 


entreaties. No ſooner was the boat put off, 
than ſhe went to her canoe, which was a new 
one, and ſtove it, and breaking the paddles, 
threw them into the water; ſhe then went to 
the hut, probably with the intent of commit- 
ting more miſchief, Banalong endeavoured 
to pacify her, telling her he would not be more 
than one day abſent; but all would not do, 
and he was put on ſhore. The party then 
proceeded to Roſe-Hill, with Coalby and two 
other natives, none of whom ever opened their 
lips during the altercation ; indeed they are 
never known to interfere in any diſpute which 
does not immediately concern themſclves. 
The natives flept that night at Paramatta, 
and though they wanted for nothing, yet the 
next morning were very anxious of returning; 
a boat was accordingly ſent down with them, 
by the return of which it was generally ex- 
pected that news would be received of Mrs. 
Barangaroo's being again under the hands of 
the ſurgeon for her freaks ; but, to the ſur- 
priſe of every body, the next day they both 
made their appearance, and it ſeemed he had 
not beaten her: but whether he had withheld 
the uſual correction from what had been for- 
merly ſaid to him by the governor, or from 
ſome other cauſe, - could not be diſcovered ; 
however a reconciliation bad taken place, and 
they both dined with his excellency, in great 
good humour. Every thing they deſired was 
given them; but no ſooner was the dinner 
ended 
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ended than the lady wiſhed to return, and Ba- 


nalong ſaid ſhe would cry if they detained her, 
ſo that they were obliged to ſend a boat dd wn 
in the evening with them. 

On the return of the governor to Sydney, 
he learnt that his gamekeeper had been dan- 


gerouſly wounded by the natives with a ſpear. + 


It appeared that he went out with three 
others, one of whom was a ſerjeant, and in 
the heat of the day had retired to a hut th 
had made with boughs, and laid down to ſleep. 
One of them waking, heard a noiſe in the 
buſhes which he fuppoſed to be ſome animal; 
but, on waking his comrades, and coming out 
of the hut, four natives ſtarted up from amon 
the buſhes, and ran away with all their ſpeed 
the gamekeeper, thinking he knew one of 
them, who had been at. Sydney, followed 
them without his gun, notwithſtanding poſitive 
orders had been given for no one to truſt 
himſelf with rhe natives unarmed, calling on 
them to ſtop, and he would give them ſome 
bread ; and obſerving one who followed him 
to have a gun in his hand, defired him to Jay 
it down, as it only frightened the natives, and 
they would do them no harm: he had now 
advanced about fifty yards before his compa- 
nions, and was not ten paces from one of the 
natives, who ſtopped ſhort, and finding they 


were unarmed, fixed his ſpear on the throw- 


ing-ſtick in a moment, and threw it at the man 


— 
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neareſt him; it entered his left fide, and pe- 
netrated che lower lobe of the lungs: it was 
barbed, and conſequently could not be extract- 
ed till a ſuppuration took place. Immediately 
after throwing the ſpear, the native fled into 
the woods, and was ſeen no more. 

They were eleven miles from Sydney when 
this accident happened, and it was with the 
greateſt difficulty that the wounded man could 
be brought to the ſettlement. Being queſ- 
tioned whether he had provoked the natives 


to this violence, he deſired to have the cler 


man ſent for, to whom he confeſſed he had 
been a very bad man; but at the ſame time 
declared that he had never killed or wounded 
any native, except once ; when having had a 
ſpear thrown at him, he diſcharged his piece, 


Joaded with ſmall ſhot, and wounded the man 


that threw the ſpear ; this declaration added 
to the teſtimony of thoſe who were with him, 
left no room to doubt but that the native had 


taken advantage of his being unarmed. 


Banalong and Araboo repeatedly faid that 
it was the tribes which lived about Botany 
Bay who threw the ſpears, and killed the 
white men, yet as it was evident that they ge- 
nerally received ſome provocation from our 


people, the governor was loth to proceed to 


extremities whilſt there was any poſſibility of 
avoiding it; eſpecially as he had been at fo 
much trouble in bringing them to repoſe ſome 
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confidence in him; and 2 good underſtanding 


with them yas cflcntially neceſſary to the hap- 
pineſs andproſperity of the colon. 

Many of the natives now daily: viſited the 
ſernfetndin and were all well received; it was: 
no unuſual thing for the mothers to leave their 


children behind chem for ſeveral, days, with- 


out ever enquiring after. them; and if any of 
them were going where the children Haber! de 


an incumbrance they made a0 feruple of lea - 
viog them at Sydney; Banalong, Coalby and 


two or three others, took up their quarters 


there four days in a week, and all joined in 


the ſame ſtory, and deſired thoſe natives might 
he killed who threw the ſptars ; but governor 


Philip had his ſuſpicions that there was a great 
deal of art and cunning in Banalong; he had 
lately been ſeen among thoſe people he now 


wiſhed to be killed, here he ſaid they 


danced, and that one of chem had ſung a ſong 


in praiſe of his houſe, the governor and the 
white men at Sydney; and he faid thoſe 


people would throw no more ſpears, as they 


were now all friends; this was but a few days 
after he was ſo ſolicitous with the governor to 


kill them all. 


What was rather extraordinary they all 
knew the man that threw the ſpear; they ſaid 
his name was Pemulaway, of the Bejigal tribe; 
Banalong and Coalby ſaid they would bring 
him to the governor; and went off the next 
day, as it was ſuppofed to Botany Bay; and 

L his 
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his excellency, upon a report that a number 
of natives had been ſeen armed about the 
mouth of the habour, went down to the look- 
out; he met Coalby there, who returned to 
Sydney with him, but did not ſeem inclined 
to give himſelf any trouble about Pemulaway, 
but after dinner took his leave, ſaying he was 
going to Botany Bay to meet his wife. Bana- 
long was abſent ſeveral days; they ſaid he 
was gone to aſſiſt at the ceremony of drawing 
a front tooth from ſome young men, among 
the Camaragals, which gave riſe to the idea 
that the tooth is extracted as a kind of tri- 
bute. - . ä 
Araboo, now refided with the Cama: agals ; 
when the left the clergyman's the promiſed to 
return with her ſwertheart, and his wife; 
hence it appears evident that when they can 
procure two wives, the cuſtom of the country 
does not prohibit their having them; though 
this cuſtom ſcems very unreaſonable, as the 
women bear no proportion to the men in point 
of number. It is generally believed that moſt 
af their wives are taken by force, or ſurprize, 
ſrom the tribes with which they are at vari- 
ance; conſequently, their enemies retaliate, 
and from the diſproportion of the females to 
the males muſt have been more ſucceſsful in 
their Sabinical expeditions. ie 
Spears being frequently thrown at the ſet- 
tlers; it became ab ſolutely neceſſary that a 


ſtop ſhould he put to it, though his excellency 


wilhed 


2 


wiſhed to do it wich as tle ſeverity as poſ- 
ſible, yet he was convinced that a ſevere ex- 
ample muſt be made to have the deſired effect. 

Accordingly a party was ſent. ont conſiſting of 
' fifty privates, beſides officers ; they were di- 
refed to proceed to the ſpot where the man 
was wounded; and to ſearch for the natives 
who dwelt thereabouts, ſome of whom were 
to be ſecured and brought priſoners ;. or if it 
was found impracticable to take them alive; 
they were to put half a dozen of them to 
death Spears, and all other weapons, which 
they happened to meet. with were ordered to 


be deſtroyed and left on the ſpot, that they 


might ſee it was intended as a puniſhment in- 
flicted on them Particular attention was to 
be paid to the women and children, who were 
not to be moleſted on any account whatever; 
and as the governor wiſhed to impreſs the idea 
that no deceit was ever practiſed, and that 
they might depend on having protection 
. whenever it was offered; he ordered that none 
of the party ſhould hold up their hands, whicli 
is the ſignal of friendſhip; nor to auſwer ſuch 
ſignal if made them by the natives; they 
having lately behaved with great inſolence on 
ſeveral occaſions ; and a puniſhment inflited 
on a few, might in the end be an act of merey 

to many. ä 
Notwithſtanding the moſt vigilant endea- 
yours, the party was not able to get near any 
of them, as they made off at their approach, 
1. 2 and 
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and eluded the puzſuit. They ſaw Coalby near 
Botany Bay, where he was ſiſhing, at whom 
they fired ſeveral ſhot. They returned to 
Sydney without any ſucceſs; but the governor 
being determined if poſſible to make an cx- 
ample of ſome of them, again ſent the party 
with the ſame orders they had before received 
—They left Sydney towards evening with the 
Hope of ſurpriſing ſome of the navuves at their 
fires, but were diſappointed, not a ſingle 
native being ſeen during all the time they were 
Out. 

It was near a fortnight before Banalong 
made his appearance, when he brought his 
wife with him; he ſaid he had been with the 
Camaragals, that ſeveral young men had un- 
dergone the operations of having their front 
teeth drawn, and tattowing, which 1s making 
thoſe ſcars which are conſidered as ornamental 
by the natives Theſe ſcars are made by cut- 
ting two lines through the {kin parallel to each 
other, with a ſharp ſhell or flint, and then 
ſtripping off the intermediate {kin ; the opera- 
tion is repeated till the wound xiſes conſide- 
rably. above the ſurrounding fleſh, when it is 
ſuffered to heal over. Theſe painful embel- 
liſnhments are not very common among the 
women; Banalong ſhewed a throwing ſtick 
which had been cut for the purpoſe of knock- 
ing out the front teeth; and it was generally 
ſuppoſed he had been employed in that office. 
He was on good terms with the Gen, 
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and he ſaid they were all good people; when 
he was aſked if he had ſeen the man who 
threw the ſpear at the governor, he ſaid yes, 
and had flept in the ſame cove with him; fo 
that his former account of having quarrelled 
with, and beat him, was not believed. Ba- 
rangaroo, who had been with him on this oc- 
caſion, was painted in a different manner from 
what ſhe had been before, and there appear- 
ed to have been à great deal of attention be- 
ſtored on her; her cheeks, noſe, and upper 
lip, were rubbed over with red ochre, on 
which, and under the eyes, were laid ſpots 
of white clay ; the ſmall of her back was like- 
wite rubbed with ochre, and by her deport- 
ment ſeemed deſirous of ſhewing that ſhe war 
finer than common. - Shortly after, two of 
the convicts being fithing, Banalong, finding 
they had no arms in the boat, went alongſide 
in his canoe, and robbed them of the fiſh they 
had taken: his wife and ſiſter being in the 
canoe, and having ſeveral ſpears, the convicts 
were deterred from making any reſiſtance. In 
confequence of this robbery, orders were 
given that no boat in future ſhould go out of 
the cove unarmed. 

The next time the natives came to the ſer- 
tlement, they were told, that if any more 


ſpears were thrown they would all be killed; 


but theſe threats did not feem to make the 
ſmalleſt impreſſion on them., Banalong coming 


ſoon after, he was charged with taking the 
L 3 fiſh 
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fiſh from the two white men; he denied the 
charge with great aflurance, aſſerting that he 
was a great diſtance from the place at the 
time; but when the people were confronted 
with him, he endeavoured” to juſtify himſelf, 
bur with ſo inſolent an air, that he rather 
aggravated than excuſed the offence : he fre- 
quently mentioned the man who had been 
wounded, and threatened revenge ; but on 
recollectiug himſelf he offered his hand to the 
governor, which being refuſed, he grew yio- 
lent, and ſeemed inclined to make uſe of his 
ſtick : a centinel was called in, as it was feared 
he might commit ſome extravagance that 
would oblige his excellency to order him to 
de put to death; for his behaviour was ſavage 
and inſolent in the extreme, and would have 
met with inſtant pumfhment in any other per- 
ſon; but they wiſhed to bring him to reaſon, 


without having recourſe to violent meaſures; 


and the governor was very unwilling to de- 
ſtroy that confidence he had been at ſo much 
Pains to create in Banalong, which the ſlight- 
eſt puniſhment would have done: he was 
therefore deſired to come near the governor, 
bur he refuſed, turned upon his heel, and 
went away. As he paſſed the wheclwright's 
ſhop, the workmen being at dinner, he ſtole 
A hatchet, with which, he got clear off. 
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The natives continue their viſits tc Sydney —Benalong's 
reconciliation Ceremony of 2 off the, finger of 
a female infant—Curious method of curing diſorders 
One of the native's canoes ſtove by the convicts — 
He applies to the governor—The offenders diſcover- 
ed and puniſhed—A convict ſpeared by Balderry, 
the owner of the canoe Governor Philip ſends a 
party of marines to take Balderry, who is advertiſed 
of his danger by Nanbarre, the native boy The ma- 
rines fire among the natives—Banalong briogs his 
wife to Sydney to lie-in—Her preparations for that 
occaſion Governor Philip forgives Balderry at the 
interceſſion of Banalong. 4 | 


Tur natives continued to viſit Sydney after 
Banalong's recent behaviour, and conducted 
themſelves in ſuch a manner as gave great rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe he would never return: this, 
however, was not the caſe; for having previ- 
ouſly viſited the fiſhing boats, to know if go- 
vernor Philip was {till angry with him, and if 
he would ſhoot bim; he appeared very deſi- 
rous of knowing if he might go to the gover- 
nor's houſe, at the ſame time naming a man 
who had ſtole the hatchet, and denied havin 
uſed any threats; however not being pleaſed 
with the anſwers that were given to his queſ- 
tions, he went away, but returned- in a few 
days, and went to the governor's, who, hap- 
pening to ſee him come to the gate, ordered 
him away. -He was ſcen ſoon afterwards ; 
and ſeemed very deſirous of being received 
again 
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again into favour; he diſclaimed any know. 
ledge of the hatchet, or any intention of xe- 
venging the death of a man who had been 
ſhot. Governor Philip appeared to believe 
him, and he was ſuffered to go into the yard, 
which was always open to the natives; ſome 
bread and ſiſh were given him, but he was not 
permitted to enter the houſe as uſual: though 
this degradation did not a little hurt his pri: ic, 
he frequently repeated his viſits. 

SGovernor Philip had been very defirons of 
Jearnipg the reaſon that, the females had two 
of the joints of the litile finger cut. off, and of 
ſeeing in what manner that operation was per- 
formed; he had now an opportunity of gra- 
tifying a part of his wiſn: Coalby's wife 
coming to the ſettlement with a new- born fe- 
male, brought her infant to the governor's 
houſe; and being told that his excellency 
would be preſent at the operation, it was ac- 
cordingly performed. A ligature was applied 
round the little finger at the ſecond joint; but 
two days afterwards they brought the child 
again, the ligature was either broken or taken 
off; this being told the mother, ſhe took ſome 
hairs from the head of an officer who was pre- 
fent, and bound them very tight round the 


finger ; after ſome time a gangrene took place; 
and though the child ſeemed uneaſy when it 


was touched, it did not cry, nor, was any at- 
tention paid to it after the ligature was applied. 


the 
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the left hand, but this child was an exception, 
for it was the little finger of the right hand 
which underwent the operation: this bandage 
was continued until the ſinger was ready to 
drop off, when its parents took it to the ſur. 
geon, who, at their requeſt, ſeparated it with 
a knife. 

Banalong, after an abſence of three weeks, 
during which time he had been particularly 
active in rendering ſervices to a boat's crew, 
ſeveral of whom would have been loft but for 
his excrtions, which were conſidered as a full 
atonement for his paſt behaviour, and he was 
admitted again into the favour of the gover- 
nor, In conſequence of this reconciliation the 
number of viſitors increaſed, and the gover- 
nor's yard became their head quarters. 

Their medical operations partake more of 
the juggling than the Eſculapian ſyſtem, 
Coalby had formerly been wounded by a fiſh: 
gig below the left breaſt, and though ir muſt 
have been done many years, as it was ex- 
tremely difficult. to perceive the ſcar; yet it 
was ſuppoſed that he felt ſome pain from 
the ſtraps of a knapſack, which he carried 
when out on an excurſion with the governor : 


he had travelled two or three days with it on - 


his ſhoulders, and the ſtraps preſſing againſt 
his breaſt, he complained of pain there. 
He applied to an old man and his ſon, who 
had joined them in the excurſion, for relief, 
and they prepared to perform the cure: 2 
on 
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ſon began the ceremony, by taking à mouth. 
ful of water, which he ſpiited on the part af. 
fected, and then applying his mouth, began to 
fuck as long as he could without taking 
breath, wbich appeared to make him ſick, and 
when he roſe up (for his patient was extended 
at full length on the graſs) he walked about 
for ſome minutes; he then repeated the ſue- 
tion three times, and he appeared, by drawing 
in his ſtomach, to fee} the ſame pain he pre- 
tended to extract from the breaſt of his pa- 
tient; and having picked up a bit of ſtick or 
ſtone, but with ſo litile fleight of hand that it 
was obvious to the whole party, he pretended 
to throw ſomething. which he had taken out 
of his mouth into the water. He undoubt- 
edly threw ſomething away, which muſt have 
been what he picked up; but Coalby, after 


the ceremony was over, ſaid it was what he 


had ſucked out of his breaſt ; which was under- 
ſtood to be two barbs of a fiſh-gig; as he made 
uſe of the word Buller doou!; but the gover- 

nor was of a different opinion, and thought 
he meant two pains. Beſore this buſineſs was 
finiſhed, the doctor felt the parient's back be- 
low the ſhoulder, and ſeemed to apply his fin- 
gers as if he twitched ſomething out; after 
which he ſat down by the patient, and put his 
right arm round his back; the old man, at 
the ſame time, ſat down on the other fide of 
the patient, with his face the contrary way, 
and claſped him round the breaſt with his 
right 
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right arm; each of them held one of the pa- 
tient's hands; they continued in this ſituation 
ſeveral minutes, ſtraining him very cloſe, and 
thus ended the ceremony; when Coalby ſaid 
he was perfectly well. He gave his worſted 
nizht-cap, and a ſhare of his ſupper, as a fee 
to his doQtors ; and being aſked if they were 
both of the faculty, he ſaid yes, and a little 
boy that was with them was a doctor too; 
from whence it was ſuppoſed that the power 
of healing is hereditary, and deſcended from 
father to ſon. "T4 2 
As the natives frequently caught more fiſh 
than they could immediately uſe, great.pains 
had been taken to induce them to barter them 
with the ſettlers at Paramatta for bread; ve- 
getables, &c. Several of them had carried 
on this traffic, and there was reaſon to hope 
that a tolerable fiſh market would ſoon be 
eſtabliſhed: among thoſe who brought their 
fiſlh was a young man that had lived ſome 
months with the governor, but had left the 
ſettlepent, from time to time, to go a fiſhing : 
his canoe was a new one, and, being the firſt 
he had ever been maſter of, he was not a little 
proud of it, and accordingly valued it highly. 
Strict orders had been given that their ca- 
noes ſhould never be touched; and, indeed, 
the intereſt of the marines and convicts ſhould 
have ſecured them from inſult ; the traffic and 
intercourſe tending much to their comforts, 
the balance being greatly in their favour; but 
+; in 
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in a very ſhort time this amity and good un- 
derſtanding was interrupted by fome villains, 
who had ſtove the canoe of the young man 
The moment he diſcover- 
ed the injury done him, he flew to the gover- 
nor's in a violent rage, ſaid the white men had 
broke his canoe, and that he would kill them; 
he had his throwing-ſtick, and ſeveral ſpears 
in his hand, and his hair, face, arms, and 
breaſt were painted red, which is a ſign of 
the moſt implacable anger. It was not till 
the governor aſſured him that he would kill 
thoſe who had deſtroyed his canoe, that he 
would liſten to any thing tending to divert him 
from his purpoſe of killing the white men; he 
promiſed, at laſt, that he would leave it to the 
governor to puniſhchem. 

The offenders were ſoon. Silcovered, and 
were feverely flogged in the prefence of Bal- 
derry ; but he was far from being fatisfied, 
till he was told that one of them had been 
hanged. During their examination he ap- 
peared very impatient, and ſaid that it belong- 
ed to him to puniſh the injury he had received. 
About a month after, when it was thought he 
had been amply compenſated by various pre- 
ſents which the governor had given him; by 
ſeeing the offenders . puniſhed ; and by ſuppo- 
ſing one of them had been hanged, yet he 
took the firſt opportunity of revenging bim- 
ſelf, which plaivly ſhews that theſe people do 


not readily. forgive an jury. A convict who 
had 
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had ſtrayed from the ſettlement, was met by 
two of the natives; and he had ſcarce paſſed 
them when he was wounded in the back with a 
ſpear, and before he could recover himſelf he 
received a ſecond wound in the ſide; however 
he got away; and as they did not attempt to 
ſtop him to get his clothes, or take any thing 
from him, there was no doubt but the deſtruc- 
tion of the canoe was the cauſe of this at- 
tack; eſpecially as the ſame evening ſeveral 
natives were ſeen round a fire, and being aſked 
who it was that had wounded the white man, 
they immediately anſwered, © Balderry.” It 
is not a little remarkable that theſe people 
always tell the names of thoſe who have 
thrown ſpears at the coloniſts, or who have 
ſtolen any thing from the ſettlement, if they are 
aſked, though they are conſcious that you 
mean to puniſh them: it might be thought to 
proceed from a principle of adhering to truth, 
did they not deſtroy this opinion by invariably 
denying any thing they may be charged with, 
though you ſee them commit the offence, and 
lay the blame on another who is not preſent ; 
it is not only ſurpriſing that they always diſ- 
cover the oftenders, but this they do openly,, 
without any fear or dread of the conſequence. 
The deſtruction of this canoe was a moſt 
unfortunate accident, as it prevented the na- 
tives from carrying their fiſh to Paramatra ; 
and no canoe viſited the ſettlement for ſome 
time after ; and, beſides, the governor wiſhed 
NM to 
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to attach Balderry to himſelf, intending to take 
him to England when he returned. After 
abſenting himſelf about a month or five weeks, 
Balderry began to make enquiries of the vari- 
ous parties he mer, whether Beanah, the go- 
vernor, was {till angry; he was anſwered in 
the effirmarive, and told that he would be kill. 
ed for wounding a white man; yet this did 
nor deter him from coming into the cove in a 
canoe, and the governor, upon being made 
acquainted with his appearance, ordered a 
party of marines to go and ſecure him. Ba- 
nalong, who was preſent, ſeeing the ſoldiers 
go towards the point, gave him the alarm, and 
he got off. Governor Philip ſaw Banalong 
ſpeaking to the young man in his canoe, and 
gave him to underſtand that Balderry ſhould 
be killed; upon which he called out that the 
governor was ſtill very angry: on hearing this 
Balderry paddled off pretty briſkly to the op- 
polite fide of the harbour, and appeared to ſet 
their threats at defiance, and talked of ſpear- 
ing; but whether it was the governor or the 
ſoldiers that he threatened could not be diſtin- 
guiſhed, he being at too great a diſtance to be 
heard diſtinctly. Theſe people are very reſo- 
Jute, and when provoked ſet little value on 
their lives, ſo they can be revenged ; they 
ever contrive to be even with you, whether 
you praiſe or threaten, and whenever a blow 
1s given they are ſure to return it, though 
tYeir lives ſhould pay for jt, A number of 

natives 
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natives having arrived at Sydney, amongſt 
whom there was upwards of thirty women and . | 
children; they were treated with bread and 1. 
rice as uſual: they informed his excellency 1 
that Balderry was on the oppoſite ſide of the | 
cove, with a party of his friends, armed, 
Whether his coming aſter what had paſſed 
proceeded from a ſuppoſition that he ſhould 
not be puniſhed, or that he was ſafe whilſt | 
ſarrounded by ſo many of his countrymen, it 
was thought neceſſary to order him to be 
taken, as ſoon as the viſitants ſhould be gone ; 
for as Balderry could not be ſeized without 
their hearing the diſpute, it was probable” 
they would ſuppoſe themſelves in danger, and 
make uſe of their ſpears in defence of their 
countryman, in which caſe many of them muſt 
have been killed; and this was the more like- 
ly, as many of the gueſts were ſtrangers, and 
this was their firſt viſit to the colony. 
As ſoon as they had taken their leave, a 
party of ſoldiers were ordered after the de- 
linquent, but before they got fight of him, 
he had been advertifed cf his danger by Nan- 
barre, who hearing what was going forward 
had left the place; a ſerjeant and a party 
were ſent after him: in their way they met 
ſeveral of the natives, who joined them in a 
ſriendly manner, but, while they were talking 
to the ſerjeant, one of them had the audacity 
to attempt to wreſt a firelock from one of the 
ſoldiers; however, be failed in the attempt, 
M 2 but 
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now fired among the natives, which wounded 
one of them in the leg, but, unfortunately, 
neither of the offenders. A ſtrong party was 
immediately ordered to ſome brick fields, 
where a pretty numerous body of them had 
aſſembled; but Nanbarre, ever faithful to his 
countrymen, on ſecing the ſoldiers form on 
the parade, took to the woods, and {tripping 
himſelf, that he might not be known, joined 
the natives, and put them 'on their guard; 


after which he returned, and ſaw the governor 


paſs with ſome officers whilſt her was hid in a 
buſh :' he afterwards met an officer's ſervant, 
and aſked where the governor and ſoldiers 
were going ; on being told, he laughed, and 
laid they were too late for the people were all 


gone. 


Banalong came in ſoon afterwards with his 
wife; and though he was told that the ſoldiers 
were gone out to take Balderry, yet the in- 
telligence did not prevent him from eating a 
hearty dinner, and when he went away he left 
a large bundle of ſpears, fiſh- gigs, and vari- 
ous other articles, under the care of the go- 
vernor. As the natives knew that the gover- 
nor only meant to puniſh thoſe who threw the 
ſpears, the late diſagreements did not in the 
lealt interrupt their viſits, and they called 
upon their friends with the ſame familiarity 
as if nothing had happened. They were 

| alked 


but immediately after a ſpear was thrown, 
ſuppoſed to be by Balderry : two muſkets were 
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aſked what became of the wounded wan ; 
they ſaid he was gone to his tribe; that the 
wound was but of little conſequence, and ſoon 

would be healed. | 
Barangaroo was now near her time of lying 
io, when the coloniſts had an opportunity of 
ſeeing their preparations on the occaſion : ſhe 
bad two nets hanging from her neck, one of 
which, being new, the governor was deſirous 
of obtaining, and it was given him, after ſhe 
had taken a large piece of the tea- tree out of 
it, nicely folded up, and which was intended 
to lay her infant upon, and which is the only 
preparation previous to the ceremony of an 
infant's introduction into the world, that is 
made by lying - in women in this country. The 
bark of the tea - tree is thick in proportion to 
the ſize of the trunk, and is compoſed of a 
great number of layers of very thin bark, not 
unlike in appearance to the birch-tree, but ſo 
exquiſitely ſoft, that nothing this country af- 
ſords can be better calculated for the purpoſe 
for which it is intended. Banalong, however, 
defired to have a blanket for the child, which 
was given him, and next day a net made in 
the Engliſh manner, which was more accep- 
table to his wife than the one ſhe had given 
the governor, Banalong informed the gover- 
nor that his wife intended to do him the 
\ honour of lying-in at his houſe ; this favour 
his excellency declined, telling him that ſhe 
would be ſo much better accommodated at the 
| M 3 hoſpital, 
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hoſpital, that he could not think of riſking 
her health, by ſuffering her to be any where 
elſe, which compliment highly gratified both 
huſband and wife, and they accordingly took 
up their quarters there. Banalong had fre- 
quently ſolicited the governor to receive Bal- 
derry again into favour, but was always re- 
fuſed ; however, on being told that the poor 
fellow was extremely ill, the ſurgeon was de- 
tired to go and ſee him: he found him in a 
high fever, and the firſt queſtion he aſked 
was, whether the governor continued arigry 
with him, and'if he would let him go to the 
hoſpital to be cured. Banalong, who went 
with the ſurgeon, returned to the governor, 
who told him he was not angry now, and 
that he might bring his companion to the ſet- 
tlement, he ſaid he would, and early the next 
morning, Balderry made his appearance : at 
firſt he was under great apprehenſions, but 
on the governor's taking him by the hand, 
and promiſing that when he was recovered 
he ſhould live with him again, his fears ſub- 
ſided: he appeared very ill, and went 


with the ſurgeon and Banalong to the hof- 
pital. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Religion of the natives—their ſuperſtition—Prepara- 
tions for a ball—Manner of dancing—Their method 
of fiſhing ; of procuring fire — Their courtſhip. 

; — 


I HAVE been thus minute in detailing the 
behaviour of the natives, and the perſevering 
diligence and inexhauſtible patience of the go- 
vernor Philip, in conciliating and familiarizing 
them, in the infancy of the colony, that, 
ſhould they hereafter attain any degree of 
civilization, poſterity may know to whom 
they are indebted for the extrication of num- 
berleſs tribes from the rudeſt barbariſm, 
thereby adding to ſociety the inhabitants of a 
country which occupies a ſe&ion of the globe 
of greater extent than all Europe, and capable 

of becoming a great and powerful empire. 
With regard to religion, they ſing an hymn, 
or ſong of joy, from day-break till ſun-riſe ; 
but we have not been yet able to diſcover 
whether they have any particular object to 
whom they pay adoration ; neither do any of 
the celeſtial bodies ſeem to occupy more of 
their attention than any of the animals which 
inhabit this extenſive country; yet they do 
not appear entirely ignorant of a future ſtate, 
as they ſay the bones of the dead are in the 
grave, and their bodies in the clouds; or may 
probably have been miſunderſtood, and mean 
that the ſoul is in the clouds, They moſt cer- 
| tainly 
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tainly burn their dead; for on opening a new 
made grave, a quantity of white aſhes were 
found, which appeared to have been but 
lately-depoſited there; among the aſhes were 
found part of a human jaw-bone, and a piece 
of a ſkull, which had not been ſufficiently 
burnt to prevent its being perfectly aſcertained, 
The grave was not a foot deep, but the earth 
was raiſed as high round it as are the common 
graves in England. The ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
they call were (bad). Araboo once went into 
fits on ſeeing a falling ſtar, and ſaid that every 
body would be deſtroyed ; although ſome who 
were preſent inſiſted that ſhe particularly al- 
Inded to the Murray notwey, the Sirius, 
which was loſt ſome time after at, Norfolk 
Iſland. 
they believe in apparitions, which they call 
C Mane, he deſcribes them as aſcending 
from the earth with a horrid noiſe, ſeizing any 
one in its way by the throat: he ſays theſe 
apparitions ſinge the hair and beards of thoſe 
to whom they appear, which he ſaid was a 
very painful operation; rubbing the face aſter 
every application of the firebrand. 

Their principal diverſion is that of dancing, 
for which ceremony they prepare themſelves 
with more than ordinary attention; they are 
all in their birth-day ſuits, like ſo many Adams 
and Eves, without even a fig leaf to parry the 
inquiſitive glance of the curious European. 
'The young women employ all their art in de- 
corating the young men, who are chiefly orna- 
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mented with ſtreaks of white, drawn with pipe 
. clay, and in different forms, according to the 
taſte of the man himſelf, or to the lady who 
adorns him. They are as emulous of appear- 
ing fine as the moſt finiſhed petit-maitre pre- 
paring for the birth-day ball of his favourite 
miſtreſs. Their paint cannot be applied with- 
out moiſtening, and the lady, in drawing the 
ſtreaks down the face, which is the moſt eſ- 
ſential part of the decoration, ſpits in the face 
of her friend whom ſhe is adorning, from time 
to time, as the ochre or clay get dry. Their 
dances are always at the cloſe of the day, as 
they prefer fire-light to that of the ſun on theſe 
occaſions. _ 

The dance begins by a few young boys, and 
is encreaſed by the men and women gradually 
falling in, to the number of thirty or forty, 
but moſtly men: it is truly wild and ſavage, 
yet in many parts order and regularity are very 
apparent. One man would frequently ſingle 
himſelf out from the reſt, and running round 
the whole of the performers, ſing out in a 
loud voice, ſome expreſſion delivered in a 
peculiar tone of voice; he would then fall in 
with the reſt of the dancers, who alternately 
led forward in the center, and there exhibit 
their utmoſt {kill and dexterity in the moſt dif- 
ficult contorſions of the body, which, in their 
opinion, conſtitute the principal beauties of 
dancing: one of the moſt ſtriking is, that of 
placing their feet very wide apart, and, by 

an 
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an extraordinary exertion of the mutcles of 
the thighs and legs, move their knees in a 
trembling and very aſtoniſhing manner, ſuch 
as nb perſon in the colony could any ways 
imitate ; of courſe much practice is required 
to arrive at any degree of perfection in this 
ſiugular motion. There is great variety in 
their dances ;' ſometimes they dance in pairs, 
and frequently turn back to back, then ſud- 
denly turn and face each other; ſometimes 
they all ſit on the ground, with their feet 
under them, in the manner of the Chineſe, 
and at a particular word or ſignal they are on 
their feet in a moment, which they perform 
without any aſſiſtance from their hands; they 
then run back in rows, and again advance in 
the ſame order. Sometimes they form a circle 
with ſome diſtinguiſhed perſon in the eentre; 
at other times all the dancers haye green 
boughs in their hands: in all the different 
figur-s they generally finiſh by a certain num- 
ber of their principal dancers advancing to the 
front, and go through the difficult part of the 
dance, the quivering motion of the knees, 
upon which the whole company faces to the 
front, and go through the fame motions, the 
molt expert being genetally-in the center, 
Their muſic conſiſts of two ſticks of very hard 
wood, one of which the muſician holds to his 
brealt in the manner of a violin, and ſtrikes it 
with the other, in tolerable good time. The 
performers ſing the whole time of the dance, 

aſſiſted 
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aſſiſted by ſeveral boys and girls who are ſeats 
ed at his feet, and by the manner of croſling 
their thighs form a hollow between them and 
their belly, upon which they beat time with 
the flat of the hand, which makes an odd 
though not diſagreeable ſound. They are 
very prone to flattery, and if any ſtrangers 
are preſent always aik for their approbation, 
and appear highly delighted if you fay 
% boojerie - cariberie, a very good dance— 
which never fails to produce more than ordi- 
nary exertions. 

They are very dexterous in ſtriking fiſh : 
the ſpear of the gig with which they take 
them is about ten feet in length, but they can 
increaſe it by joints as we do our fiſhing rods 
in England ; they have ſeveral prongs barbed 
with the bone of a-fiſh, or of ſome animal. 
The fiſher lies acroſs the canoe, his face in 
the water, and his fiſh-gig ready for darting ; 
thus he lies motionleſs, and by his face being 
beneath the ſurface, he can ſee the fiſh diſtinct- 
ly; in this manner they ſtrike the fiſh with 
great certainty, The women are chiefly em- 
ployed with lines and hooks ; the lines manu- 
factured from the bark of trees, the hooks 
commonly of the pearl of different ſhells : the 
talons of birds of prey they ſometimes make 
uſe of, but the former are moſt eſteemed. 
The women are frequently ſeen in a miſerable 
canoe with two or three children, fiſhing the 
whole day, in the edge of a ſurf that would 
terrify 
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terrify an old ſeaman to truſt himſelf near in a 
good ſtout boat. The men are excellent 


divers, and remain a ſurprizing time in the 


ſurfs where their canoes cannot live : what- 
ever they bring up to the ſurface they throw 
on ſhore, where their comrade attends to re- 
ceive it. Having fire ready kindled for cook- 
ing, they broil or roaſt all their food ; they 
have not the leaſt conception of boiling, for 
one of the natives watching an opportunity 


when nobody was attending to the kettle, 


plunged his hand into whe boiling water to 
take the fiſh; of courſe, to his utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, he was terribly ſcalded. They procure 
fire with great labour, by fixing the pointed 
end of a round ſtick into a hole made in a flat 
piece of wood, and whirling it round ſwiftly 
with both hands, ſliding them up and down 
till the operator is fatigued, when he is re- 
lieved by ſome of his companions ; each takes 
his turn till the fire is produced: from the 
labour attending this proceſs, it is no wonder 
that they are ſeldom ſeen without a piece of 


lighred wood in their hand. When they 


mean to evince a partiality to any ſtranger, 
they immediately aſſume his name, calling him 
by theirs ; this they conſider as rhe higheſt 
compliment they can pay an Engliſhman, and 
are highly pleaſed at being called by their new 
name. Of all their cuſtoms, that of making 
love would be the fartheſt from meeting the 
approbation of my fair countrywomen ; that 

2 ceremony 
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ceremony being, in this country, always pre- 
faced by a ſound beating, which the lady re- 


ceives, as 2 matter of courſe, with all the meck- 


neſs imaginable. 3 
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C HAP. XV. 8 
Land in cultivation at Paramatta . Viciſſitudes of the 
weather Mortality of the convictsInveſtigation of 
their treatment on board the tranſports Beſertion 
+ of the convicts Stock my tarm yard Governor 
Philip pleaſed with my ſuperintendence—Loſe my- 
ſelf in the woods Intereſting adventure Conducted 
to Paramatta by a native boy—Viſit my new ac- 


quaintance Governor Philip departs for England. 


Wr had now upwards of a thouſand acres 
of cleared land at Paramatta, three hundred 
and fifty of which were in wheat and maize; 
bur though we had frequent ſhewers of rain, 
yet not in ſufficient quantities to compenſate 
for the exceſſive drought which, had been ex- 
perienced in the preceding months; and from 
the ground being new, and requiring more 
work than was in the power of the ſetilers to 
beſtow on it, the grain in general had a very 
unpromiſing appearance. There are about 
two hundred acres laid out in gardens, as 
much more for turnips and potatoes, 
and the remai cloſed in for feeding cattle. 


We are very badly off for manure, and ere 
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terrify an old ſeaman to truſt himſelf near in a 


good ſtout boat. The men are excellent 


divers, and remain a ſurprizing time in the 
ſurfs where their canoes cannot live: what- 
ever they bring up to the ſurface they throw 
on ſhore, where their comrade attends to re- 
ceive it. Having fire ready kindled for cook- 
ing, they broil or roaſt all their food; they 
have not the leaſt conception of boiling, for 
one of the natives watching an opportunity 
_ when nobody was attending to the kettle, 
plunged his hand into the boiling water to 
take the fiſh ; of courſe, to his utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, he was terribly ſcalded. They procure 
fire with great labour, by fixing the pointed 
end of a round ſtick into a hole made in a flat 
piece of wood, and whirling it round ſwiftly 
with both hands, ſliding them up and down 
till the operator is fatigued, when he is re- 
lieved by ſome of his companions ; each takes 
his turn till the fire is produced : from the 
labour attending this procels, it is no wonder 
that they are ſeldom ſeen without a piece of 
lighted wood in their hand. When they 
mean to evince a partiality to any ſtranger, 
they immediately aſſume his name, calling him 
by theirs ; this they conſider as the higheſt 
compliment they can pay an Engliſhman, and 
are highly pleaſed at being called by their new 
name. Of all their cuſtoms, that of making 
love would be the fartheſt from meeting the 
approbation of my fair countrywomen ; that 
2 | ceremony 
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ceremony being, in this country, always pre- 
faced by a found beating, which the lady re- 
ceives, as a matter of courſe, with all the meek» . 
neſs imaginable. 


— 


C HA P. XV. 

Land in cultivation at Paramatta—Viciffitudes of the 
weather Mortality of the convids—Inveſtigation of 
their treatment on board the tranſports—Deſertion 

of the convits—Stock my farm yard—Governor 

Philip pleaſed with my ſuperintendence—Loſe my- 

ſelf in the woods —Intereſting adventure Conducted 

to Paramatta by a native boy—Viſit my new ac- 
quaititance—Governor Philip departs for England. 


Wr had now upwards of a thouſand acres 
of cleared land at Paramatta, three hundred 
and fifry of which were in wheat and maize ; 
bur though we had frequent ſhowers of rain, 
yet not in ſufficient quantities to compenſate 
for the exceſſive drought which, had been ex- 
perienced in the preceding months; and from 
the ground being new, and requiring more 
work than was in the power of the ſettlers to 
beſtow on it, the grain in general had a very 
unpromiſing appearance. There are about 
two hundred acres laid out in gardens, as 
much more prepared for turnips and potatoes, 
and the remainder cloſed in for feeding cattle. 
We ate very badly 'off for manure, and ere, 
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the colony can properly flourſh it muſt be 
{tocked with cattle, the ground being infinitely 
too poor of itſelf ever to produce crops ſuffi- 
cient for us to depend on ir, ſolely, for ſubſiſt- 
ence. The ſudder viciſſitudes of the weather 
muſt alſo render our harveſts very precarious, 


as well as prove injurious to the health of the 


new comers; it often happens that there is a 
change of from forty to fifty degrees twice in 
one day. - It is no unfrequent circumſtance to 
ſee the country ſtrewed with numbers of birds, 
fallen from the trees, unable to ſupport the 
intenſe heat of the meridian ſun. Numbers 
of coavicts fall victims, but it muſt not be 
wholly aſcribed to the weather, as the debili- 
rated ſtate in which they are, for the moſt 
part, landed, would, were it a more favour- 
able climate, be attended with a conſiderable 
mortality; and they are generally ſo weak 
that they cannot be put to any kind of labour, 
but are employed in weeding and pulling graſs 
for the purpoſe of thatching : we have fre- 
quently four or five hundred on the doctor's 
liſt, who are individually viſited daily by the 
ſurgeon : upwards of fifty.have died in a month, 


in the generality of whom nature appears en- 


tirely exhauſted, and many of them were ſo 
fairly worn out, that they expired without a 
groan, and to all appearance did not experi- 
ence the ſmalleſt degree of pain. 

From a moſt humane ſuggeſtion of Captain 


Parker of the Gorgon, the governor iflued 
| orders 
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orders for a regular ſurvey to be taken of the 
condition of the convicts on their landing from 
the different tranſports ; and a ſtrict javeſtiga- 
tion taking place, it appeared that ſome of the 

captains bad very much ahridged their unfor- 
tunate paſſengers of the allowance ſtipulated 
by government for their ſubfſtence; and this 
inhuman practice had been carried to fuch an 
extent in ſome of the ſhips, that it appeared 
many had been literally ſtarved to death. A 
ſtrong and pointed repreſentation of the cir- 
cumſtance was ſent home to government, 
which will, I hope, put an effectual ſtop to 
ſuch nefarious proceedings, 

Some of the convitts had entertained an 
idea that they could range along the coaſt till 
they reached ſome of the Chineſe ſettlements; 
ſubſiſting themſelves on oyſters and other ſhel}- 
fiſh, having been told that there was a copper 
coloured tribe one hundred and fift y miles to 
the northward, who were much more civilized 
than the natives they were with, and who trat- 
ficked with the Dutch from Timur, where 
they would be free. With theſe notions ſeve- 
ral parties ſet oft from Sydney Cove and Roſe 
Hill, but after ſome days ſtraggling ſome were 
taken, and others returaed of their own ac- 
cord, induced by the imperative command of 
hunger; and as ſome were ſuppoſed to be ſtill 
lurking in the woods, afraid of returning leſt 


they ſhould be puniſhed for leaving the ſettle- 


meat, the governor, leſs inclined to puniſh 
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than to convince them of their error, pro- 
miſed a general pardon to every one who ſhould 
return within five days; at the ſame time de- 
claring that an exemplary puniſhwent would 
be inflicted on thoſe who ſhould be taken after 
that period. Accordingly [everal returned, 
and appeared ſenſible of the lenity ſhewn 
them, bur ſome of them appeared capable of 
the moſt deſperate attempts, and even talked 
of repelling force by force; they were how- 
ever given to underſtand that no mercy would 
be ſhewn them on the leaſt diſpoſition to mu— 
tiny, aud that any who were near thoſe that 
might be fo diſpoſed would be conſidered as 
principals, and treated accordingly. Almoſt 
all the deſerters returned, and thoſe who were 
ſtill miſſing, were ſuppoſed to be murdered b 
the natives ; and the miſerable ſtate of hoſe 
that returned would, it was thought, moſt ef- 
fectually prevent any more excurſions of the 
like nature, 

The purchaſes I had made at the Cape, as 
well as the preſents I brought from England, 
enabled me to furniſh the officers and ſettlers 


with -various little articles, which in general 


were not to be had by the ſhips, ſo that in a 
ſhort time J had collected the following valua- 
ble ſtock for my farm yard: a ſow in pig; 


two fine porkers ; a young ſhe goat and two 


kids; an Engliſh dunghill cock, three laying 
hens, and one with a brood of chickens and 
young ducks; theſe, with a young n 

which 
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which J had been at infinite pains in rearing, 
three native dogs, myſelf, a convict woman 
ſervant, and her ſon Timothy, a youth be- 
tween twelve and thirteen, a tractable and uſe- 
ful lad, compriſed the whole family. 'Having 
always had a ſtrong predilection for horticul- 
ture, the garden employed great part of my 
time, and is now as proſperous and flouriſhing 
as any in the colony. Governor Philip, when 
he viſits Roſe Hill, takes great delight in it, 
and gives me much credit for its improvement, 
as well as for the appearance and ſpirit of in- 
duſtry manifeſt in the convicts under my ſu- 
perintendence. | 

Having contracted an intimacy with a young 
man who had taken one of the farms on the 
northern boundary, about four miles from Pa- 
ramatta, I generally walked over once or 
twice a week : as I was returning from thence 
one afternoon, with no other company but my 
boy Tim, who, having evinced a great par- 
tiality for me, was now my conſtant compa- 
nion; a large male kangaroo croſſed the path 
juſt before us; I immediately took my gun 
trom the boy, fired at the animal, and difabled 
one of his hind Jegs, which very much im- 
peded his flight; however he preſcrved, his 
diſtance for near an hour, when, getting a fair 
{hot at him, I lodged a ball in the back part 
of his head, which effectually did his buſineſs. 

Upon examining our prize, I found it would 
be impoſſible for us to get it home without 
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help; we therefore ſearched for a place to 
conceal it till the next afternoon, when I meant 
to return for it with a couple of men : a few 
paces from where it lay we perceived a cavity 
on the ſlope of a deep ravine, to which we 
dragged the carcaſe, and covering it with 
ſtones and graſs, began to think of making the 
beſt of our way to the ſettlement. py 
The ſun was now fitting, and I began to be 
alarmed ar being ſo far from home: in the 
eagerneſs of our purſuit I had forgot to take 
any bearings by my pocket compaſs, and the 
day cloſing ere we had reached any known 
path, increaſed my apprehenſions in the ex- 
treme. Poor Tim, though half dead with fa- 
tigue, endeavoured to keep up my ſpirits, 
which he perceived were much agſtated: He 
was certain ſure” he ſaid “ that we were 
in the right road, and that we ſhould get home 
time enough to muſter the people at nine, the 
hour fixed for that purpoſe; and that if we 
were obliged to ſleep in the woods, why, he 
would cut ſome graſs for my bed, and ſtand 
centinel with the gun while I lay down, for 
he was not afeard to fire: and beſides, my 
dear maſter, — added he“ you know the 
natives are ſo feard of guns, that ſhould they 
come I only need ſhow it, and they'll be off 
like a ſhot.” The boy's courage and fidelity 
charmed me; and put me to the bluſh to think 
I had ſo little command of myſelf as not to 


conceal my uncaſineſs from him. 
| After 
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After rambling for near two hours, we could 
not perceive that we were any nearer home 
than at ſunſer, but rather conjectured we had 
taken a different rout, as we did not recollect 
a ſingle object that now preſented itſelf ; it 
being a fine ſtar- light night, we could diſtin- 
guiſh the river at times through the trees at 
ſome diſtance ; but preſenting a different ap- 
pearance to any part we had ever ſeen; we 
quickened our pace with the hope of ſpeedily 


reaching its banks, when, to my great morti- 


fication, we were ſtopped by a deep ravine. 
I now abandoned all hopes of reaching the ſet- 
tlement ; and, as the poor boy was almoſt ex- 
hauſted with fatigue, made up my mind to 
paſs the nighr on the ſpor. b 
With this determination we began to cut 
graſs, and pull ſome boughs, in order to make 
a fire; for although it had been intenſely 
hot in the middle of the day, I could now 
very well have enjoyed a great coat, While 
I was thus employed, Tim, who had got ſome 
diſtance from me, came running back, ſaying 
I might ſave myſelf the trouble, for he had 
found a ſnug place for us, with plenty of dried 
wood for a fire, I followed him to the ſpot, 
and found it was a hut inhabited by the na- 
tives when hunting; as I had no apprehen- 
ſions of their returning, the hunting ſeaſon 
having juſt cloſed, I got a light from a flaſh 
of powder, and in a few minutes kindled a 
comfortable fire, In one corner of the hut 
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was a bundle of graſs ready dried which we 
ſpread to lie down on; but I could not pre- 
vail on the boy to think of fleep; no, if J 
would traſt him with the gun he would keep 
watch. Not being inclined to fleep myſelf, 
I took a book from my pocket, and, by fire 
light, endeavoured to amuſe myſelf till day- 
break. I had ſcarce peruſed half a dozen 
pages, ere poor Tim had ſunk into a ſound 
ſleep ; ho long it was before I followed his 
example, or how long I ſhould have continued 
it, is difficult to determine, had I not been 
waked by an acute pain in one of my hands, 
which I found was occaſioned by the bite of 
ſome ants, whom 1 had accidentally moleſted 
in my ſleep: I called Tim, and ſallied forth; 
following the winding of the ravine, about a 
mile, we arrived at its termination, and per- 
ceived a break in the high lands before us, 
through which I diſtinctly ſaw Roſe Hill, 
about ſix or ſeven miles diſtant; this proſpect 
revived our ſpirits, which were beginning to 
flag, with the reflection that if we eſcaped 


every other danger that of being ſtarved to 
death was inevitable, unleſs we could extricate 


ourſelves from the labyrinth in which we were 
involved. Having ſet the ipot by my com- 
paſs, I found it bore W. S. W.; as we de- 
ſcended to the plain we loſt ſight of the ob- 
ject, but continued our courſe in that direc- 
tion till we arrived at a ſwamp, which coſt us 
ſome time in getting round, there being no 

poſſibility 
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poſſibility of croſſing it: we had now got to a 
part almoſt impaſſable from the quantity of 
underwood, and the trees were ſo cloſe toge- 
ther that we could ſcarce ſee three yards be- 
fore us, and were proceeding very flowly 
through a thicket, when we were alarmed by 
a deep groan, apparently but a few paces diſ- 
tant; a ſonnd ſo unlooked for, for ſome mo- 
ments rivetted us to the ſpot. Not being im- 
mediately able to perceive from whence the 
groan iſſued, I advanced with great caution 
about a dozen paces, when I diſcovered a cave 
in the fide of a rock; I was at firſt for re- 
treating, but on recollecting that perhaps I 


might render ſome ſervice to the afflicted, and 


that I equally ſtood in need of aſſiſtance, or 
perhaps might periſh with hunger, I examined 
the priming of my gun, forced Tim, with 
ſome difficulty, behind me, and approaching 
the entrance of the cave, a moſt intereſting 
ſcene preſented itſelf to my view: a young 
creature ſeated on a jut of the rock, mourn- 
fully contemplating the extended body of a 
man, whoſe expiring groan had juſt pierced 
our cars ; all her faculties were ſo abſorbed 
with grief that we were yet unnoticed : a ſym- 


pathizing ſorrow pervaded all my frame; 1 


gave my gun to Tim, and made figns for him 
to retire, leſt the ſight ſhould alarm her; when 
ſhe perceived me ſhe uttered a faint ſhriek, 
and ſunk motionleſs on the body. Obſerving- 
2 ſmall pond a few paces from the cave, I _ 
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the boy to bring ſome water in his hat, and 
gently moved her from the body to the mouth 
of the cave, raiſed her up, and ſupported her 
in my arms ; the water ſoon brought her to, 
when ſhe raiſed her head, and regarded me 
with a look blended with grief and terror; [I 
endeavoured, by every ſign I conld ſuggeſt, to 
do away her fears, and rctired a few paces, 
leaving her at liberty to go from the cave had 
ſhe choſen. Gaining confidence by my beha- 

viour, ſhe made me underſtand that the de- 
ceaſed was her brother, who, faint with the 
loſs of blood, could not reach their habita- 
tion ; and night approaching they had turned 
from the road to ſhelter themſelves in this 
cave. On examining the body I found a deep 
- wound under the left pap, made with a ſpear, 
part of which, being barbed, remained in the 
wound: I made her underſtand, partly by 
ſigns, and partly by ſome words I had picked 
up, that I had, unfortunately, loſt my way, 
and had been all night in the woods: ſhe 
ſhook her head, and pointed to her brother, 
ſignifying that ſhe could not leave him; but 
that their habitation was not far off, and mak- 
ing me obſerve a hill about two miles diſtant, 
gave me to underſtand it was in their neigh- 
bourhood. I made figns to her, that if ſhe 
would go and acquaint her friends with her 
ſituation, I would watch by ber brother till 
her return: her eye gliſtened with joy as ſhe 
gathered my meaning, and with an affenting 
iuclination 
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inclination of the head, more eloquent and ex- 
preſſive of her feelings than in the power of 


the moſt refined language to convey, ſhe quit- 


ted us with a celerity quickened by fraternal 
love, and in a few moments was 'out of 
ſight. | 

This intereſting and pathetic fcene had fo 
wholly abſorbed all my faculties, that not 
a ſingle reflection of danger had occurred to 
me in the approaching interview, when Tim, 
who had been witneſs to ſeveral inſtances of 


the perfidy of the natives towards the ſettlers, 
ſtrongly urged me to leave the body, and make 
the beſt of our way home. Rouſed by his 


ſolicitations, a momentary impulſe of fear came 
over me, and my mind had half yielded to his 
importunity; when caſting my eye on the 
body methought I perceived it heave; a 
feeble ſigh convinced me that life was yet un- 
extinguiſhed, and the imperative call of hu- 
manity decided my operations : a death-like 
dew had beſpread his face and limbs, which I 
dried with my handkerchief, and chafed his 
body with my hand. Tim moſt readily bore 
his part in this a& of humanity, and a return- 
*ing warmth encouraged us to redouble our 
efforts: in a few moments we perceived a faint 
pulſation, which gradually increaſed : at this 
juncture we were ſurpriſed by the return of his 
ſiſter, accompanied by her father, another 
elderly man, and a boy about twelve years of 
age; ſeeing us buſied about the body, they 
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ſtopped ſhort at the entrance of the hut, ſeem- 
ingly at a loſs for our conduct. 
I beckoned my young friend, wha advanced 
with the utmoſt confidence, and giving her 
the hand of her brother, ſhe exclaimed, with 
great emotion, Didgerry-goor ' didgerry 
goor, I thank you, I thank you and turn- 
ing to her father, called him to her: I im- 
mediately quitted my ſtation, and reſigned him 
to their care; the old man examined the 
wound, and with great ſeeming {kill extracted 
the barb. ns the operation the youth 
lifted up his eyes, and obſerving his father, 
a glance of filial affection beamed forth. Hope 
now tranquiliſed the boding fears of the little 
group; Yeariana, his filter, ſupported him 
while the father and his friend were contriving 
how they ſhould remove him to their dwelling ; 
finding. it neceſſary to. diſpatch ſome one for 
their canoe, the river which paſſed their habi- 
tation winding within fifty paces of us, and 
which was the ſafeſt and only conveyance he 
could bear; Veariana ant going for it ; 
and it being our direct road to Paramatta, I 
ſeized the opportunity of roma age her; 
in leſs than an hour we arrived at the foot of 
aà ſmall mountain, when Yeariana, like an 
arrow from a bow, abruptly quitted us: lea- 
ving. her brother, the boy before mentioned, 
as our guide, we were not long before we dif. 
covered near a dozen natives, with Yeariana 
at their head, waiting our arrival ; ſhe had 
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ſent off the canoe for her brother, and had 


got ſome dried fiſh, which ſhe preſented us, 


and led us to her hut or cave, which was a 
large excavated rock on the bank of a very 
pleaſant branch of the river. The reception 
we met with from this grateful people almoſt 
bordered upon adoration; the mother of 
Yeariana was quite troubleſome with her 
careſſes for my ſervices to her ſon ; and I could 
perceive in the mild eye of her daughter that 
it anxiouſly ſought a farther acquaintance, 
Upon enquiry I found we were near five miles 
from Paramatta, but that none of them had 
ever viſited the ſettlement ; however, Batcher- 
ry, her brother, offered to be our conductor, 
provided I would take care of him, and ſee 
him part of the way back next day ; promiſing 
to ſee her again ſhortly, I took my leave, and 


arrived at Paramatta about noon, heartily fa- 


tigued, My abſence had not cauſed any alarm 
at the ſettlement as they thought I had gone 
to Sydney Cove, which I had done twice or 
thrice, and ſtaid there all night. 

Every object that preſepted itfelf to Batcher- 
ry filled him with ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, 
and the poor lad had ſcarce time to eat or 
drink, ſo much was he taken up with admira- 
tion of the wonders that ſurrounded him. The 
next morning I fet him on his way home, 
giving him a hatchet for himſelf, and a ſtring 
of beads for his ſiſter, whoſe image had made 
a ſtrong impreſſion on my mind, being the 
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moſt intereſting I ever ſaw : with a form that 
might ſerve as a perfect model for the moſt 
ſcrupulous ſtatuary ; her face and hair unlike 
any thing 1 had ever ſeen in this country; the 
firſt of a perfect oval, or Grecian ſhape, with 
features regularly beautiful, and as fine a pair 
of eyes as can be imagined ; the latter long, 
and of a ſhining black ; ſhe was likewiſe of a 
much lighter colour than any of her country- 
women, and might eaſily have been taken for 
a beautiful Oriental Creole. . 
Taking three men and the boy Tim, we 
went in ſearch of the ſpot where we had 
concealed the kangaroo, and with ſome dif- 
ficulty found it; we cut a couple of ſtout flicks, 
and laying the animal acroſs it, took ſpell and 
ſpel] till we reached home, when I reward- 
ed the men with a fore quarter for their 
trouble. | 
It was more than a week ere I could ſpare 
time to pay a viſit to the abode of my charm- 
ing Yeariana ; when arranging my buſineſs ſo 
that, ſhould I be detained all night, my ab- 
ſence would be of no material conſequence, I 
„took Tim with me, and with much more faci- 


lity than expected found my way to Paculbe- 
nah, the name of the place where the family 


of Yeariana reſided ; Batcherry ſaw us as we 
turned the foot of the mountain, and running 
back to the cave, gave notice of our coming; 
the whole femily, except Palerino, who was 
not ſufficiently recovered, were ranged at the 
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entrance of their cave; their joy at ſeeing me 
was evident in their countenances ; the old 
man took me by the hand, and ted me to his 
ſon, who was now out of danger; he expreſ- 
ſed his thanks by a hearty ſqueeze of the hand, 
and a look that amply explained his meaning ; 
his ſiſter was not deficient in expreſſions of 
ſatisſaction, by every little attention in her 
power. Having brought plenty of beef, 
bread, and a little brandy with us, leſt we 
might ſtand in need of refreſhment, we ſeated 
ourſelves in a circle on the ground, and ſpread 
our fare on a piece of canvas which had con- 
tained it; every eye was fixed on me, and 
every motion gave freſh cauſe of wonder. 
There being no knives among them, I carved 
the meat for them all, and gave to every one 
a part; the beef they eat with great avidity, 
but did not reliſh the bread, and rinſed their 
mouths :everal times after it. When the meat 
was all eaten, they produced ſome dried fiſh, 
roots, two or three kind of berries, and a nut 
reſembling the Cheſnur in taſte : every perſon 
having finiſhed eating, Wanjarkoo, the father, 
clapping his hands thrice they all ſtarted upon 


their feet, and prepared to reſume their uſual - 


avocations; the old man and his wife went 
to the canoe to finiſh their day's fiſhing ; Bat- 
cherry to cut graſs; and Yeariana was left to 
attend her brother, Palerino, who lay on a 
bed of dried graſs in one corner of the hut; 
the, after ſome minutes pauſe, took my hand, 
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and drawing me towards Palerino, joined it 
with his, and whiſpering ſomething to him, he 
cried © Boodjerie, Boodjerie, Good, good, 
Palerino.—and by ſigns aſked my name, when 
I repeated © George.” two or three times; 
then ſqueezing my hand to his breaſt, he 
made me underſtand that he would change 
names with me, and! muſt call him George, 
and he would call me Palerino, and that he 
would. come and bring Yeariana with him to 
the ſettlement, as ſoon as he was well : this 
ceremony was finiſhed by his ſiſter kiſſing us 
both, repeating ** Boodjerie Palerino, Bood- 
ferie George, Good Palerino, good George, 
—and appeared quite overjoyed. They now 
made me underſtand, that the day before I 
found them, as they had been out together, 
ſearching for a kind of grub, which is a part 
of their food, they were ſurpriſed by two of 
the tribe of Wangal, their mortal enemies, 
dne of whom her brother had killed with a 
ſiſh-gig ; during the choflie ſhe had thrown a 
ſtone at the ſurvivor, which ſo diſabled him 
that he retreated with difficulty to his canoe, 
and rowed off with precipitation : Palerino, 
faint with the loſs of blood, could not reach 
their habitation, and night approaching they 
had turned from the road to ſhelter themſelves 
in the cave where I found them. 

Highly pleaſed with wy viſit, I took leave 
an hour before ſunſet, when they repeated 
their aſſurances of coming to the * 
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which was what I ardently wiſhed for, as I 
flattered myſelf that I ſhouid be able to per- 
ſuade them to ſtay ſome time with us, and 
thereby cement that friendſhip which had juſt 
taken root, and might eventually prove bene- 
ficial to the ſettlement, as well as promote cer- 
tain views juſt dawning on my mind with re- 
ſpect to Yeariana. F 

Mr. Wentworth, who reſides at Norfolk 
Hand, had been appointed to the ſame ſtation 
there that I occupy at Paramatta, which, join- 
ed to his ſkill in ſurgery, renders him an in- 
valuable acquiſition ; and, as we frequently 
correſpond, he has kindly promiſed me an 
account of the riſe and progreſs of that ſettle- 
ment : he ſpeaks with rapture of the urbanity 
of governor King to all ranks and deſcriptions, 
and whoſe unremitting attention to the clear- 
ing and cultivating the land, already enables 
the ſettlers, of which there are between forty 
and fifty ſailors and marines, who have par- 
cels of land allotted them of ſixty acres each, 
and about twenty convicts, who have ten acres 
each, not only to ſupport themſelves, but to 
have ſomething to ſpare : indeed, they have 
greatly the advantage of thoſe ſettled at Syd- 


ney and Paramatta, the ground being much 


more fertile; the wheat frequently producing 
an increaſe of twenty fold, and it is conjectured 
that future harveſts will be more productive. 
Potatoes thrive exceedingly, upwards of an 
hundred having been ſeen to a ſingle root; 

and 
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and every kind of garden vegetables ſhoots up 
in abundance, and in the greateſt perfe&ion. 
To aſcertain in what time a man might be 
able to cultivate ground ſufficient to ſupport 
himſelf, the governor, about a twelve-month 
ago, ordered an acre of ground to be cleared 
in a good ſituation; it was then given to a 
very decent ſteady convict, who was told, that 
if he was induſtrious, in order to prove the 
experiment, he ſhould have thirty acres given 
him, cleared in like manner. He was very 
aſſiduous, and, at the expiration of ſix months, 
requeſted another acre to be cleared for him, 


which was granted; and he is now able to 


fupport himſelf, without drawing any aſſiſtance 
whatever from the public ſtores. 

The declining health of our worthy gover- 
nor rendering his return to England indiſpen- 
ſable for its re-eſtabliſhment, he made the ne- 
ceſſary arrangements for the future govern- 


ment of rhe colony; and having perſuaded 


Banalong and another native to accompany 
him, embarked on board the Atlantic tranſ- 
port, and, with the benedictions of every 
perſon in the ſettlement, proceeded on his voy- 
age to England. | 


—- 


— Wy =2# — Fl v4 td K- — hn nd > li. i. ii. fond inn hn e 


” — 


BO 34 © 


Publiſhed and for ſale by 


THOMAS DOB SON, 
At the Stone-Houſe, No 41, Sa. Second-ſtreet. 


ALPHONSO and Dalinda, or the Magic of Art 


and Nature, Price 67 cents. 
Adventures of Alphonſo, by himſelf, | 20 
Syſtem of Anatomy, from the Encyclopedia, with 
twelve large copperplates, 2 dolls. 
Beattie's Evidences of Chriſtianity, 50 cents. 
Beattie's Poems, 50 
Booth's Apology for the Baptiſts, 25 
Britiſh Embaſly to China, | 1 do!l. 


Burke's Reflections on the French Revolution, 1 doll. 
Campbell on Miracles, in anſwer to Hume, 80 cents. 
Clark's Zſop*s Fables, Latin and Engliſh 

Cornaro on Temperance, Health, and long Life, 40 
Crawford on Animal Heat, 50 
New Diſpenſatory of Edinburgh, 2 dolls. 5ocents. 
Medical and Philoſophical Commentaries, eighteen vo- 


lumes in nine, 2 dolls. and 50 cts. per vol. 
Fordyce's Sermons to Young Women, 80 cents. 
Goldſmith's Deſerted Village, 14 
Comprekenſive Engliſh Grammar, 25 
Grave, a poem, by Dr. Blair, 14 
Collins“ Poems, with Hammond's Love Elegies, 50 
Hamilton's Outlines of Midwifery, 80 
Hopkinſon's Works, 3 vols. + 5 dolls, 
Jenyn's Diſquiſitions, on various ſubjects, 25 cents. 
Life of Joſeph, by M*Gowan, 624 
Mor:'s Fables for the Ladies, with Langhorne's Fables 

of Flora, 5O 
More's Sacred Dramas for young perſons, common 

paper 624 cents, fine do, 70 
More's Search after Happineſs, - 


Lemprier's Tour in Morocco, 


Medical Tranſactions of the Philadelphia college of 
Phyſicians, 1 doll, 


«£2 4 + i 
< Ha Ct lf Re Do tt _— 
K 


* 
=y * 
"— 


i mapa, 


LIST OF BOOKS. 


Nicholſon's Natural Philoſophy, illuſtrated with twenty- 
five copperplates, 2 vols, 4 dolls. 
Opinions of the Federal Judges on the Suability of a 
Sende o cents. 
Paley's Principles of Moral and Political Philoſophy, 
2 dolls. 

Paley's View of the Evidences of Chriſtianity, 1 d. 75 c. 
Percival's Moral Tales, and Fables for Youth, 50 cents. 


TW — —— —I—U— ——ů 
_ — » — — = — — 
— % 2 Wa 8 2 * 
=> - 
1 


an 


| 
| 
| 


Ditto, fine, 67 
Cheſterfield's Advice to his Son, 50 
Pope's Eſſay on Man, 13 cents. fine do. 20 
Preſent for an Apprentice, 20 
Price's Sermons, 75 
Rigby on Uterine Hæmorrhagies, 1 
Memoirs of the Year 2500, * 1 doll, 
Syſtem of Mineralogy and Metallurgy, from the En- 
cyclopzdia, 1 doll. 33 cents. 


Rowe's Devout Exerciſes of the Heart, 37; cents, fine 
ditto, 50 
Dr. Ruſh's Medical Obſervations and Inquiries, 2 vols. 


3 dolls. 
Dr. Ruſh on the Yellow Fever, 1 doll. 50 cents. 
Selectæ & Profanis, ä 80 
Selectæ é Veteri, 80 


Shipwreck, a Poem, by Falconer, 44 
Sherlock's Trial of the Witneſſes of the "SS. = of 


Jeſus Chriſt, 20 
Smith's Wealth of Nations, 3 vols. 3 dolls. 
Smith's (Charlotte), Elegiac Sonnets, 14 cents, 


Syſtem of Chemiſtry, from the Encyclopædia, quarto, 
| 2 dolls. 50 cents. 
Taplin's Farriery, complete, 2 25 
Tables of Logarithms, Sines, Tangents, &c. 
Underwood on the Diſeaſes of Children, 1 doll. 
Waters's Syſtem of Surgezy, abridged from Bell, 
2 dolls. 50 cents. 
Wincheſter's Dialogues on Univerſal — 62; cts. 
Truxtun's Remarks, Inſtructions, and Examples, relat- 
ing to Latitude, Longitude, Variation of the Com- 
paſs, &c. with a Chart of the Globe, &c. 3 dol 


an Extenſive variety of Booxs and STA4TI0NARY. 


s 


